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*Indicates to stand if you are able

SERVICE OF LIGHT

GREETING AND INTRODUCTION           Pastor Gregg Townsend

Leader: Grace and peace from Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: And also with you.

Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer.

This is the Passover of Jesus Christ: Through light and the Word, through water and the bread and wine, we recall Christ's death and resurrection, we share Christ's triumph over sin and death, and with invincible hope we await Christ's coming again.

John 1:1, 4-5
Hear the Word of God:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Sanctify this new fire, and inflame us with a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ's rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness. Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE
The light of Christ rises in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin and death.

* EASTER PROCLAMATION                  
The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

* HYMN		   Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!               #104

* RESPONSE					
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

SERVICE OF READINGS: OUR HOLY HISTORY

Friends in Christ, let us listen attentively to the word of God, recalling God's saving deeds throughout history and how, in the fullness of time,
God's Word became flesh and dwelt among us: Jesus Christ, our Redeemer!

First Reading						  God Created Us
Genesis 1:1-2:4
Silence

Prayer
Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you created all things in wonderful beauty and order. Help us now to perceive how still more wonderful is the new creation, by which in the fullness of time
you redeemed your people through the sacrifice of our Passover, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.

Second Reading		 	      	           God Delivered Us
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
Silence
MESSAGE

Let us pray.							
God of steadfast love, your wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day. Through the waters of the sea you once delivered your chosen people from slavery, a sign for us of the salvation of all nations through the grace of Baptism. Grant that all of the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Third Reading                                God Offers Salvation Freely to All
Isaiah 55:1-11
Silence

Let us pray:
Eternal God,
by the power of your Word you created all things,
and by your Spirit you renew the earth.
Give now the water of life
to all who thirst for you,
and nourish with the spiritual food of bread and wine
all who hunger for you,
that our lives may bear the abundant fruit of your heavenly reign;
through Jesus Christ, the firstborn from the dead,
who, with you and the Holy Spirit,
lives and reigns forever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC             The Power of the Cross            Williamson

Fourth Reading            God Gives Us a New Heart and a New Spirit
Ezekiel 36:24-28
Silence

Let us pray.
God of holiness and light,
in the mystery of dying and rising with Christ
you have established a new covenant of reconciliation.
Cleanse our hearts
and give a new spirit to all your people,
that you saving grace may be professed
and proclaimed to the whole world;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

* HYMN                      O Lord, You Are My God and King           #252

Epistle Reading                                                                Romans 6:3-11

* HYMN		Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!                   #113

Gospel Reading                				        Luke 24:1-12

SPECIAL MUSIC	   Hallelujah! The Lamb Lives Again	        Rouse

REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

* PROFESSION OF FAITH
Sisters and brothers in Christ, our baptism is the sign and seal of our cleansing from sin, and of our being grafted into Christ. Through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Christ, the power of sin was broken and God's kingdom entered our world. Through our baptism we were made citizens of God's kingdom, and freed from the bondage of sin. Let us celebrate that freedom and redemption through the renewal of the promises made at our baptism. I ask you, therefore,
once again to reject sin, to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, and to confess the faith of the church, the faith in which we were baptized.

RENUNCIATIONS
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world?
I do.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior,
trusting in his grace and love?
I do.

Will you be Christ's faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?
I will, with God's help.
[bookmark: _GoBack]PROFESSION
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
We give you thanks, Eternal God, for you nourish and sustain all living things by the gift of water.
In the beginning of time, your Spirit moved over the watery chaos, calling forth order and life.

You led Israel out of slavery, through the waters of the sea,
into the freedom of the promised land.
Remaining steadfast in your love for us, you promised to forgive us and cleanse us, and give to us a new heart and a new spirit

In the waters of Jordan: Jesus, who is your Word and Wisdom made flesh, was baptized by John and anointed with your Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection, Christ set us free from sin and death, and opened the way to eternal life.

We thank you, O God, for the water of baptism.
In it we were buried with Christ in his death.
From it we were raised to share in his resurrection,
Through it we were reborn by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son,
we celebrate our fellowship in him in faith.

We pray that all who have passed through the water of baptism
may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Remember your baptism, be thankful, and serve Jesus Christ in the power of his resurrection. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

* HYMN	                       In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness scorned by the ones He came to save
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died the wrath of God was satisfied
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid—here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ
			
No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath Jesus commands my destiny
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand
‘Til He returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand

CCLI Song No. 3350395. © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Keith Getty / Stuart Townend CCLI License No. 1496394

* BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE	               In Christ Alone                        Wrytzen

* * * * * * * * * * * *

JOIN US ON EASTER MORNING FOR:
· Easter Worship Services at 8:30 and 11:00 A.M.
· Sunday School for All Ages at 9:45 A.M.
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