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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS PURPLE, which is used during the penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of the contempt and scorn Christ endured and the sacrifice he made for our eternal salvation.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (www.fpcne.org). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
March 20, 2016, 11:00 A.M.
Palm/Passion Sunday
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                    The Jerusalem Gate                       Smith

WELCOME 					       Pastor Gregg Townsend

*PROCLAMATION OF THE ENTRANCE INTO JERUSALEM:
Mark 11:1-11

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND OPENING PRAYER
Marcia Regan
Leader: Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Congregation: Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
—Zechariah 9:9, NRSV

God of all time, as we prepare to worship you today and this week,
help us to call to mind these past events in Jesus’ life so that we can sense their significance for our present lives and for the future you are preparing for all creation. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE       			The Palms

O’er all the way green palms and blossoms gay
Are strewn this day in festal preparation
Where Jesus comes to wipe our tears away
E’en now the throng to welcome Him prepare

Join all and sing His name declare
Let every voice resound with acclamation
Hosanna, praise to the Lord
Bless Him who cometh to bring us salvation

His word goes forth and peoples by its might
Once more regain freedom from degradation
Humanity doth give to each his right
While those in darkness find restored the light (Chorus)
			
Sing and rejoice oh blest Jerusalem
Of all thy sons sing the emancipation
Thro’ boundless love the Christ of Bethlehem
Brings faith and hope to thee forevermore (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 51838. © Public Domain. Jean Baptiste Faure. CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Loving God, you rode a donkey and came in peace, humbled yourself and gave yourself for us. We confess our lack of humility. 

As you entered Jerusalem, the crowds shouted “Hosanna: ‘Save us now!’” On Good Friday they shouted “Crucify!” We confess our praise is often empty. We sing “Hosanna,” but cry “Crucify.”

As the crowd laid their palms in front of you, you took no glory for yourself. We confess that we want to be accepted and take the easy way. We do not stay true to your will. Forgive us, Lord, and help us to follow in the way of obedience. Amen.

LAMENT 	           There Is A Fountain (Your Precious Blood)

There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains
Lose all their guilty stains, lose all their guilty stains, 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains

Where would I be without your blood?
How could I ever know the depths of your love?
You have saved me with redemption’s sweet flood
I’ll praise you for your precious blood.

The dying thief rejoiced to see that fountain in his day
And there may I though vile as he, wash all my sins away (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 5744040 Cliff Duren | William Cowper © 2009 Thomas Peck Music (Admin. by Peck Music Group) CCLI License # 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     
Hear the Word of the Lord from Psalm 118:
Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”

Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.
I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord.

In Christ, God answers us and sets us free!
In Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
—based on Psalm 118:4-5, 14, 17, NRSV

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING           Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                 #89

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE LESSON		                                     Isaiah 50:4-9
Page #594 in the pew Bible
MESSAGE                       	

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN  	      		Come and See

Come and see His nail-scarred hands on the cross He suffered;
All for love it was God’s plan, sent to die that I might live.
Lamb of God I humbly pray, guide me in Your Holy Word.
Come and see His nail-scarred hands, it was for my sin He died.

Come and hear His final words, “Father, please forgive them,
For they know not what they do.” It was love that held Him there.
You will be here by my side. I will not forsake Your name.
I commit my life to You. Lord, Your cross my mine to bear.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
  	Offertory  		    Fountain of Life 		       Cottrell
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:		                Philippians 2:5-12
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross!

Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

* HYMN OF SENDING       When I Survey the Wondrous Cross          #101

* BENEDICTION
    
* POSTLUDE        	                 Ride On! In Glory	                  Williams 
    
ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING HOLY WEEK SERVICES. Mark your calendars now and make 2016 the year that you join us for every service.  
· Thursday, March 24  at 7:00 P.M             MAUNDY THURSDAY
· Friday, March 25 at 7:00 P.M.	                              GOOD FRIDAY
· Saturday, March 26 at 7:39 P.M. (Sunset)             EASTER VIGIL
· Sunday, March 27 at 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.          EASTER SUNDAY

EXCITER ARTICLES ARE DUE. Please have them turned in no later than TODAY. Thanks!
LAST DAY TO ORDER YOUR EASTER FLOWERS. If you would like to order flowers for Easter this year, please place your orders by TODAY. Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and put “Easter Flowers” on the memo line. We have tulips and daffodils to order. All flowers are $9.00. You can pick up a form in the Assembly Room.

LET’S SHOW WE CARE. Lois Siverling would appreciate hearing from her church family. You can send a card or letter to 144 Freedom Blvd., West Brandywine, PA 19320.

EASTER EGG HUNT TODAY. During the 11:00 A.M. service, the children are invited to enjoy a special Easter Program entitled “Why God Gave Us Easter,” which will be followed by a fun and “eggciting” Easter Egg Hunt. Children from pre-school age through grade five are invited to participate, and our Middle-High School Youth Sunday School class directs this event.  

FISH BANKS. Don't forget to bring those Fish Banks to help the needy. If you forgot to bring your banks today, you can bring them to church on Easter Sunday.

A NOTE FROM YOUR TRUSTEES. Have you seen something in the church that needs to be fixed, but not sure who to speak with about it? There is a “Trustee Job List” by the bulletin board across the hall from the church office. The Trustees will check this list weekly. Please fill out the date, your name, and the job description columns. We will do the rest. 

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 213,977
Collected 	     48,466	23% Collected
		$ 165,511

CHECK OUT OUR UPDATED WEBSITE. The church website has been updated to be more user friendly. There is a printable calendar, and we post the weekly bulletin and the monthly Exciter newsletter. You can also listen to Pastor Gregg’s sermons via the Sermon link. Check it out at FPCNE.ORG.

***The palms and flowers in the sanctuary today are given by Don and Sue Moore in memory of their families and in celebration of Spring.***

***The additional flowers in the sanctuary are to wish a happy birthday to Brittany Seymour with love from her family.***
“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Marcia and Tom Regan, Joe and Sue Spacht, Garrett Connors
USHERS MARCH 27: Kathy and Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin
NURSERY TODAY: Bob Boyd and Mary Ann Reid-Boyd
NURSERY MARCH 27: Dave Meehl and Donna Banks

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com).

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, March 21
6:30 P.M. – Trustees Meeting

Tuesday, March 22
6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice

Thursday, March 24
5:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
7:00 P.M. – Maundy Thursday Service

Friday, March 25
7:00 P.M. –Good Friday Service

Saturday, March 26
7:39 P.M. – Easter Vigil Service (Dress warmly and meet on the front steps of the church)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Sunday, March 27 – Easter Sunday
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
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