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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, the People of Promise, joining in worship with our Christian family. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. LARGE PRINT HYMNALS and BULLETINS are available from the ushers

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (www.fpcne.org). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.


First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
January 3, 2016, 11:00 A.M.
Second Sunday after Christmas Day
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC       		Reflections                         Paxton
   	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                Steve Seymour
Leader: Long ago, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
Congregation: now God has spoken to us by a Son.
God made the world through the Son,
who has been appointed heir of all things
and the perfect reflection of God’s glory.
The Son is the exact representation of God’s being,
sustaining all things by his powerful Word.
Praise God for the gift of the Son.
We welcome the light of the world!
—based on Hebrews 1:1-3

* OPENING PRAISE	We Three Kings of Orient Are           #66
			  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
O God, our guide, who once used a star to lead people to Christ, we confess our poor sense of direction. We let ourselves become confused, easily distracted, and lose our way. We fail to follow the signs you provide. Forgive our waywardness, O God. Lead us to the Christ so that we may follow his way to you. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                    
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.

If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
—1 John 1:5-7, NRSV

* SONG OF THANKGIVING    		Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit, living Breath of God breathe new life into my willing soul
Let the presence of the risen Lord 
Come renew my heart and make me whole
Cause Your word to come alive in me 
Give me faith for what I cannot see
Give me passion for Your purity, Holy Spirit breathe new life in me

Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude
Kindness to the greatest and the least
Gentleness that sows the path of peace
Turn my strivings into works of grace
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do

Holy Spirit from creation's birth, giving life to all that God has made
Show Your power once again on earth
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise, lead us on the road of sacrifice
That in unity the face of Christ may be clear for all the world to see

CCLI Song # 4779872 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2006 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE LESSON			            Galatians 3:19-29

MESSAGE                           
THE LORD’S SUPPER

* HYMN  		           When We Are Living                         #400   

OFFERING OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
  	Offertory               	Still, My Soul, Be Still                     Getty
Doxology  						          #592
Prayer of Dedication  

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
SHARING OF THE BREAD
Please eat the bread as you receive it.

SHARING OF THE CUP
Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH		         The Apostles’ Creed
					     (page 14, Traditional Version)

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING	           God of Our Life                     #275
		     
* BENEDICTION
    
* POSTLUDE  	            Song for a New Year                       Smith

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for choosing to worship with our church family! 

IT’S A NEW YEAR AND A GREAT TIME TO GET INVOLVED IN OUR CHURCH’S MUSIC MINISTRY. From the Chancel and Bell Choirs to our Worship Team, we have a variety of ways you can serve the church and glorify God through music. Singing or ringing with us in the winter/spring months of 2016 is a great way to “try out” serving through music. We’ll soon begin preparing for Lent and Easter music.

· The Chancel Choir practices on THURSDAY EVENINGS at 7:30 P.M. and typically sings three times per month. 

· The Bell Choir practices on TUESDAY EVENINGS at 6:30 P.M. and rings once per month. Director Jack Salter would love to talk with you about ringing in the choir. 

· The Worship Team practices on SUNDAY MORNINGS at 7:45 A.M. and plays each week for the 8:30 a.m. worship service. We are looking for singers and other instrumentalists. Even if you cannot make every week, you are welcome to join our team. 

· Speak with our Director of Music Ministry, Jane Livingston, if you have any questions or would like more information. We’d love to have you join us. 

COLLECTION OF BASKETS FOR THE SILENT AUCTION. The CE Committee is requesting donations of “Theme” baskets to include in our Silent Auction. Please see Donna Banks for any questions.


SOUPER BOWL OF CARING. The youth and the Mission Committee are sponsoring a soup and non-perishable food drive to help the food pantry feed members of our community this winter. Will you accept the challenge and help us meet our goal of surrounding the perimeter of the sanctuary with soup and other non-perishable food items? We will begin collecting food on January 10 and continue to collect cans of soup and other non-perishable foods through February 7. On February 7, the congregation will get to “reap what they sow” and enjoy two homemade soups served up by the youth. This year we will be serving beef vegetable and cream of potato soups. Please join us twice! First, by helping to meet the challenge of filling and surrounding the sanctuary, and then later by breaking bread and sharing a bowl of soup.

EXCITER IS AVAILABLE. The Exciter is available on the website, www.fpcne.org. Just click on bulletins and newsletters on the right side of home page to get to the Exciter. There is also a link on our Facebook page.

SAVE THE DATE. Please join us for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on Sunday, February 14. Once again, the Session has decided to hold the meeting during the 11:00 A.M. worship service. This will be a tremendous time of celebration for all that God has done in our midst in 2015 and a time to look and pray about where we are headed in 2016 and beyond. THERE WILL BE ONLY ONE WORSHIP SERVICE THAT MORNING. The Session will host a luncheon following the meeting. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

2016 FLOWER AND COFFEE HOUR CHARTS NOW POSTED. Please take a few moments to stop by and sign up to bring flowers in honor of an occasion, in memory of a loved one, or just to praise God. Also, please consider signing up to host coffee hour. While our church committees take turns and the Connors family helps to coordinate the coffee hours, we welcome individuals and families to host for special occasions and as desired. It's a great way to get to know folks and a nice way to offer Christian hospitality. Both charts are posted on the bulletin board outside of the church office. Speak with Jennifer Spencer in the office if you have questions. 
PLEDGES. We collected 99% of our pledges this year. We were short $3,163.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Evelyn Daughrity
USHERS JANUARY 10: Bob and Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern, Vivian Daughrity
NURSERY TODAY: Jerry and Nancy Weinheimer
NURSERY JANUARY 10: Selina and Dave Uglow

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com).

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Tuesday, January 5
6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice

Wednesday, January 6 
6:30 P.M. – Fellowship Meeting

Thursday, January 7
7:30 P.M. – Choir Practice

Sunday, January 10
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
Mission Meeting after service
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