WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, the People of Promise, joining in worship with our Christian family. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. LARGE PRINT HYMNALS and BULLETINS are available from the ushers

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (www.fpcne.org). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
January 24, 2016, 11:00 A.M.
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC          Come, Christians, Join to Sing     Hayes
   	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                 Rodger Hazen    
Leader: I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;
Congregation: with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness
to all generations.

I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.

You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David: ‘I will establish your descendants forever, and build your throne for all generations.’”
Praise the Lord!
—from Psalm 89:1-4, NRSV

* OPENING PRAISE        Come, Christians, Join to Sing           #150
		  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Holy and merciful God, for the times we have followed the path of the wicked, stood in solidarity with those who were wrong, or sat quietly and allowed sin to happen, forgive us.
Help us to meditate, even delight, in your Word so that we will flourish with the fruit of your Spirit. Amen.

LAMENT 			The Power Of Your Love

Lord I come to You let my heart be changed renewed
Flowing from the grace that I’ve found in You
And Lord I’ve come to know the weaknesses I see in me
Will be stripped away by the pow’r of Your love

Hold me close let Your love surround me
Bring me near draw me to Your side
And as I wait I’ll rise up like the eagle
And I will soar with You
Your Spirit leads me on in the pow’r of Your love

Lord unveil my eyes let me see You face to face
The knowledge of Your love as You live in me
Lord renew my mind as Your will unfolds in my life
In living ev’ry day by the pow’r of Your love (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 917491. © 1992 Word Music, Inc./Maranatha! Music (Admin. by Word Music Group, Inc.) Geoff Bullock.  CCLI License No. 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE LESSON		                        Galatians 4:21-5:1
(Page #947 in the pew Bible)

MESSAGE    

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN  	       Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now I'm found, was blind but now I see

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed

My chains are gone I’ve been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me; His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures (Chorus)

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow; the sun forbear to shine
But God who called me here below will be forever mine
Will be forever mine; You are forever mine
CCLI Song No. 4768151. © 2006 worshiptogether.com songs | sixsteps Music | Vamos Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Chris Tomlin | Edwin Othello Excell | John Newton | John P. Rees | Louie Giglio. CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
  	Offertory               	       In the Garden                    Dobrinski
Prayer of Dedication  

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  #356

* BENEDICTION
    
* POSTLUDE        	   I Sing the Mighty Power of God             Hayes
ANNOUNCEMENTS

A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for choosing to worship with our church family! 

SILENT AUCTION TODAY. The CE Committee is having a Silent Auction after the Worhsip Service. Join us to help support the 2016 Mission Trip 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING CONTINUES. The Youth and the Mission Committee are sponsoring a soup and non-perishable food drive to help the North East Community Food Pantry feed members of our community this winter. Our goal is to surround the perimeter of the sanctuary with soup and other non-perishable food items. The food drive runs now through February 7. On February 7, we’ll celebrate with a homemade soup luncheon served up by the Youth. 

HELPING THOSE IN NEED. The Deacons are beginning an ongoing collection project in cooperation with the 4 NINE Thrift Store in North East to provide baskets filled with household and personal care items to individuals or families in need. There is a list of items posted on the bulletin board in the Assembly Room that you can donate. We are also in need of baskets to hold these items. If you have any questions, please see Tracy Connors. 

SAVE THE DATE. Please join us for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on Sunday, February 14 during the 11:00 A.M. worship service. THERE WILL BE ONLY ONE WORSHIP SERVICE THAT MORNING. The Session will host a luncheon following the meeting. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

HELP WANTED. FPCNE is looking for someone to shovel snow. This is a paid position and requires availability to shovel snow Monday-Friday mornings before preschool, afternoons prior to preschool dismissal (around 3:00 PM), and on Sunday mornings. Please speak with Pastor Gregg for more information.
[bookmark: _GoBack]QUARTERLY STATEMENTS ARE READY. Please pick up your statement in Assembly Room to help save on stamps. Thank you.

FROM YOUR TREASURER. Preliminary 2015 results show income at $260,810.44 and expenses at $272,109.46 with net income estimated at $-11,299.02

PLEDGES.
Needed		$216,137
Collected		    20,200	9% Collected
			$195,937

FEBRUARY IS LIBRARY MONTH.  Enjoy a good book by signing out something from our church library. A gift card will be given to an adult and one to a child who reads the most in the month of February. Keep reading!

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy and Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin 
USHERS JANUARY 31: Jerry Weinheimer, Bob Murray, Tom Schenker, Peggy Walsh

NURSERY TODAY: Paul and Barb Zorzie
NURSERY JANUARY 31: Heidi and Tessa Bemis

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com).

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, January 25
7:00 P.M. – Session Meeting

Tuesday, January 26
6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice

Thursday, January 28
7:30 P.M. – Choir Practice

Sunday, January 31
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
Silent Auction after service
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