WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, the People of Promise, joining in worship with our Christian family. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. LARGE PRINT HYMNALS and BULLETINS are available from the ushers

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (www.fpcne.org). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.


First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
January 10, 2016, 11:00 A.M.
Third Sunday after Christmas Day
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC   How Deep The Father's Love For Us   Leatherman
   	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                Jessica Albney
Leader: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;
sing the glory of his name;
give to him glorious praise.

Congregation: All the earth worships you;
they sing praises to you,
sing praises to your name.
—Psalm 66:1-2, 4, NRSV

* OPENING PRAISE	When Morning Gilds the Skies         #487
			  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
O Lord, great God, all holy, Father most gracious, filled with mercy and steadfast love, we are embarrassed to come before you, for we have preferred the ways of this world to your ways, for we have rebelled against your wisdom and we have gotten into trouble, for we have rejected your fatherly guidance and have gotten lost altogether. To you belongs righteousness, O Lord, and to us confusion of face.

O Lord, great God, all holy, filled with awe, Father, most gracious, filled with mercy and steadfast love, incline your ear to our troubles. Hear us when we pour out our sorrows before you. Forgive us, not on the ground of our own righteousness, but on the ground of your great mercy. On the ground of your great mercy in the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. It is in his name that we pray, for he is our Savior and the mediator of the covenant of grace. Amen.
—based on Daniel 9:4-19

LAMENT		Just as I Am, Without One Plea 	          #370

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                    
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
—Psalm 32:1-2, NRSV

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE LESSON			               Galatians 4:1-7

MESSAGE    
                       
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN  		         He Knows My Name

I have a Maker, He formed my heart
Before even time began my life was in His hand

He knows my name. He knows my every thought.
He sees each tear that falls and hears me when I call
He hears me when I call


I have a Father, He calls me His own
He'll never leave me no matter where I go (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 2151368. © 1996 Doulos Publishing (Maranatha! Music [Admin. by The Copyright Company]) Tommy Walker. CCLI License No. 1496394
  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
  	Offertory               	
Prayer of Dedication  

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING	  How Deep The Father's Love For Us

How deep the Father's love for us, how vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss; the Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory

Behold the man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice, call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life - I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything, no gifts no power no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from His reward, I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart His wounds have paid my ransom

CCLI Song No. 1558110. © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing). By Stuart Townend. CCLI License No. 1496394.

* BENEDICTION
    
* POSTLUDE        	          Great Is the Lord                    Leatherman

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for choosing to worship with our church family! 

IT’S A NEW YEAR AND A GREAT TIME TO GET INVOLVED IN OUR CHURCH’S MUSIC MINISTRY. From the Chancel and Bell Choirs to our Worship Team, we have a variety of ways you can serve the church and glorify God through music. Speak with our Director of Music Ministry, Jane Livingston, if you have any questions or would like more information. 

· The Chancel Choir practices on THURSDAY EVENINGS at 7:30 P.M. and typically sings two to three times per month. 

· The Bell Choir practices on TUESDAY EVENINGS at 6:30 P.M. and rings once per month. Speak with Jack Salter for more info.

· The Worship Team practices on SUNDAY MORNINGS at 7:45 A.M. and plays each week for the 8:30 a.m. worship service. 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING STARTS TODAY. The Youth and the Mission Committee are sponsoring a soup and non-perishable food drive to help the food pantry feed members of our community this winter. Our goal is to surround the perimeter of the sanctuary with soup and other non-perishable food items. The food drive runs from January 10 through February 7. On February 7, the congregation will get to “reap what they sow” and enjoy two homemade soups served up by the youth. 

COLLECTION OF BASKETS FOR THE SILENT AUCTION. The CE Committee is requesting donations of “Theme” baskets to include in our Silent Auction to help support the 2016 Mission Trip. Please see Donna Banks for any questions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SAVE THE DATE. Please join us for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on Sunday, February 14. Once again, the Session has decided to hold the meeting during the 11:00 A.M. worship service. This will be a tremendous time of celebration for all that God has done in our midst in 2015 and a time to look and pray about where we are headed in 2016 and beyond. THERE WILL BE ONLY ONE WORSHIP SERVICE THAT MORNING. The Session will host a luncheon following the meeting. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Bob and Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern, Vivian Daughrity
USHERS JANUARY 17: Vern and Kitty Hurlburt, Joe and Sue Spacht, Garrett Connors

NURSERY TODAY: Selina and Dave Uglow
NURSERY JANUARY 17: Krissy Lane and Julie Cole

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com).


CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, January 11
7:00 P.M. – Deacons Meeting

Tuesday, January 12
6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice

Thursday, January 14
7:30 P.M. – Choir Practice

Sunday, January 17
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
Mission Meeting after service
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