WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, the People of Promise, joining in worship with our Christian family. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. LARGE PRINT HYMNALS and BULLETINS are available from the ushers

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS PURPLE, which is used during the penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of the contempt and scorn Christ endured and the sacrifice he made for our eternal salvation.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (www.fpcne.org). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                  Holy Spirit Medley            Wyrtzen
   	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                    
Leader: Let us worship God, for whom our souls thirst and our bodies long.
Congregation: Listen, listen to me, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.

We have come to hear the Word God has sent.
God’s Word will not return empty but will accomplish through us his holy purpose.

Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.
Then we will go out with joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills will sing; the trees of the field will clap their hands.
—based on Isaiah 55:2, 11-12; John 4:24

* OPENING PRAISE   Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart  #326



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God, we are often impatient like the people of Israel. We want things our way and we want them in a hurry. Forgive us when we think this way or say it out loud. Lord, we are sinful. Please take away our sin. Help us to seek your way. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

LAMENT 	      There Is A Fountain (Your Precious Blood)

There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains
Lose all their guilty stains, lose all their guilty stains, 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains

Where would I be without your blood?
How could I ever know the depths of your love?
You have saved me with redemption’s sweet flood
I’ll praise you for your precious blood.

The dying thief rejoiced to see that fountain in his day
And there may I though vile as he, wash all my sins away (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 5744040 Cliff Duren | William Cowper © 2009 Thomas Peck Music (Admin. by Peck Music Group) CCLI License # 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     
Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
—John 3:14-16, NRSV

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE LESSON		                             Galatians 6:1-5
(Page #948 in the pew Bible)

MESSAGE                       “A Spirit of Gentleness”
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN  	            	     Spirit                                            #319

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
[bookmark: _GoBack]  	Offertory                          Chorale                    by Tchaikovsky
Prayer of Dedication

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING                   Spirit Song

Oh let the Son of God enfold you with His Spirit and His love
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul
Oh let Him have those things that hold you and His Spirit like a dove 
Will descend upon your life and make you whole

Jesus, oh Jesus, come and fill Your lambs
Jesus, oh Jesus, come and fill Your lambs

Oh come and sing this song with gladness 
As your hearts are filled with joy
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name
Oh give Him all your tears and sadness
Give Him all your years of pain
And you’ll enter into life in Jesus name (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 27824. © 1979 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Music Services) 
John Wimber. CCLI License No. 1496394

* BENEDICTION
    
* POSTLUDE        	                  Spirit Song                                Carter
     
ANNOUNCEMENTS

A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for choosing to worship with our church family! 

HELPING THOSE IN NEED. The Deacons have begun an ongoing collection project in cooperation with the 4 NINE Thrift Store in North East to provide baskets filled with household and personal care items to individuals or families in need. There are two bins in the Assembly Room—one for household items and one for personal items. There is a list of items you can take from the pocket on the bins. You may instead opt to make a financial donation. If you have any questions, please see Tracy Connors. 

PLEDGES
Needed	$213,737
Collected 	    39,008	18% Collected
		$174,729

A NOTE FROM YOUR TRUSTEES. Have you seen something in the church that needs to be fixed, but not sure who to speak with about it? There is a “Trustee Job List” by the bulletin board across the hall from the church office. The Trustees will check this list weekly. Please fill out the date, your name, and the job description columns. We will do the rest. Thanks from your Trustees.

UPDATED WEBSITE. The website has been updated and is more user friendly. There is a printable calendar for those of you who would like something tangible. We post the bulletin there weekly and the Exciter there monthly. So, check it out at www.fpcne.org.



CELEBRATE LIBRARY MONTH AT OUR ANNUAL LIBRARY TEA. Come and enjoy some fellowship (and a good book) after the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy and Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin
USHERS MARCH 6: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Evelyn Daughrity

NURSERY TODAY: Scott DeVore, Debra and Taylor Alcorn
NURSERY MARCH 6: Donna Banks

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com).

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Tuesday, March 1
6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice

Wednesday, March 2
6:30 P.M. – Fellowship Meeting

Thursday, March 3
7:30 P.M. – Choir Practice

Sunday, March 6 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship with Communion
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service with Communion
CE Meeting after service
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