WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC     
	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION        
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: God, our Rock, our refuge, our resting place, we come to you. Out of another busy week of work, out of our struggles to be meaningful in our world, out of our desire to meet you and know you as the center of our being, we come to you, O unmovable Rock of our security. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE                 When Morning Gilds the Skies

When morning gilds the skies, my heart awaking cries:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
Alike at work and prayer to Jesus I repair: 
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this:
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Let earth's wide circle round in joyful notes resound:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
Let air and sea and sky from depth to height reply:
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine:
    May Jesus Christ be praised!
    Be this the eternal song through all the ages long:
    May Jesus Christ be praised!

The Presbyterian Hymnal, Page 487

Hear Our Praises

May our homes be filled with dancing. 
May our streets be filled with joy.
May injustice bow to Jesus as the people turn and pray

From the mountain to the valley, hear our praises rise to You.
From the heavens to the nations, hear our singing fill the air.

May our light shine in the darkness as we walk before the cross.
May Your glory fill the whole earth as the water over the seas. (Chorus)

Hallelujah, hallelujah! Hallelujah, hallelujah!
Hallelujah, hallelujah! Hallelujah, hallelujah! (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 2543402 © 1998 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Reuben Morgan CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
[bookmark: _Hlk485801077]Eternal God, we confess that often we have failed to be an obedient church: we have not done your will; we have broken your law; we have rebelled against your love; we have not loved our neighbors; we have not heard the cry of the needy.

Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
—Isaiah 53:4-6, NRSV

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING            Blessed Assurance

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Angels, descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  (Chorus)

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest,
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. (Chorus)

The Presbyterian Hymnal, Page 341


PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING	

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                       Mark 9:30-37
Page 821 in pew Bible
MESSAGE 		
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 			Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not;
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. (Chorus)

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Chorus)

The Presbyterian Hymnal, Page 276

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                            
Prayer of Dedication 



SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING	            This Is My Father’s World

This is my Father’s world and to my listening ears
All nature sings and round me rings the music of the spheres
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees of skies and seas, His hand the wonders wrought

This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise
The morning light the lily white declare their Maker’s praise
This is my Father’s world; He shines in all that’s fair
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, He speaks to me everywhere

This is my Father’s world, O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet
This is my Father's world, the battle is not done
Jesus who died shall be satisfied and earth and heaven be one

I have a Father; He is my Father; He reigns in power and in love;
I have a Father, my glorious Father, Creator, Master, King, my God

We have a Father; He is our Father; He reigns in power and in love;
We have a Father, our glorious Father, Creator, Master, King, our God

This is my Father’s world, O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet

CCLI Song No. 6380379. © 2012 McKinney Music, Inc. (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) Franklin Lawrence Sheppard/Mary Crawford Babcock/Tommy Walker CCLI License No. 1496394

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE             












ANNOUNCEMENTS

A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for worshipping with our church family!

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for the following dates:
	Tuesday, October 10 from 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
	Wednesday, October 11 from 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
	Thursday, October 12 from 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Please let Patti know if you are able to volunteer for all or even a portion of the above times. Many thank yous!

THE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS HAVE CHANGED WITH THE START OF A NEW PRESCHOOL YEAR.
	Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
	Tuesday, Thursday		– 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED TOMORROW, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 in observance of Labor Day.

NEXT SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 10 IS RALLY DAY! Plan to join your church family for a morning of Sunday School (there is a class for any age), fellowship and worship, followed by a festive pizza and salad lunch afterward.

FAITH IN ACTION SUNDAY IS NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10. Visit with some of the leaders within our church and learn about the myriad of ways you can walk in your faith.

NEXT WEEK WE BEGIN A NEW SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE. Sunday School classes will commence at 9:15 A.M. and our worship service will be at 10:30 A.M. Please see the calendar on the last page of this bulletin for more detail.

NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORIES are available in the Assembly room.
[bookmark: _GoBack]IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM OUR TRUSTEES: In the interest of providing our Preschool students and staff a safe learning environment, new security procedures begin August 29, 2017. All three levels of the Education Wing of our church will be locked Monday through Friday from 9 A.M. – 3 P.M. The foyer, office, Assembly Room, Conference Room and Sanctuary will remain open. For those who use the elevator to get to the office (or other open areas in the building), please ring the doorbell near the double doors upon exiting the elevator. From there, our secretary will assist you. Thank you for your cooperation.

* 2017 BUDGET as of August 20, 2017 

Needed:      $ 262,000
Collected:   $ 175,523    67% Collected
                    $  86,477

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.


PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, 
Dianne Tyler, Sophie Tyler

USHERS SEPTEMBER 10: Bob & Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser,
Al Mohnkern

NURSERY SEPTEMBER 10: Donna Banks

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, September 4
**OFFICE CLOSED**

Wednesday, September 6
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, September 7
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, September 8
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, September 10
   8:00 A.M. – Men’s Group
   9:15 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. –Sunday School for All Ages
 10:00 A.M. – Fellowship/Coffee/Refreshments
 10:00 A.M. – Choir Practice
 10:30 A.M. – Worship
 11:30 A.M. – Committee Fair
11:30 A.M. – Rally Day Pizza Lunch in Fellowship Hall
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