WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are welcomed and encouraged to attend the worship service. CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.


First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
September 17, 2017, 10:30 AM
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC               Unfailing Love             Worship Team
	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

MOMENT FOR MISSION 

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION               Jean LaFuria  
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: Spirit divine, inspire our prayer and make our hearts your home. Descend with all your gracious power; come, Holy Spirit, come!

Come as the light, reveal our need, and lead us on paths of life.
Come as the fire, cleanse our hearts with purifying flame; let our whole life be an offering to our Redeemer’s name. Come as the dove, spread your wings of peaceful love; and let your church on earth become as your church above.

Spirit divine, make this lost world your home. Come, Holy Spirit, come! Amen.
—based on a hymn by Andrew Reed (1829)

* OPENING PRAISE	Love Divine, All Loves Excelling            #376     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
[bookmark: _Hlk485801077]Almighty God and loving Father, we thank you for placing us in covenant relationships, in homes and families and friendships. Forgive us for taking our vows and promises lightly. Forgive us for the breakdown of family life, for misdirected love and for divorces entered lightly, for failing to give time to our families, for failing to teach and live by your values, for neglecting and abusing our children.

Jesus, our heavenly brother, teach us every day to love and serve, to cherish and protect those with whom we live. In your name we pray. Amen.

LAMENT                                       You Revive Me

You revive me, You revive me Lord
And all my deserts are rivers of joy
You are the treasure I could not afford
So I'll spend myself 'til I'm empty and poor
All for You, You revive me Lord

Lord I have seen Your goodness and I know the way You are
Give me eyes to see You in the dark
And Your face shines a glory that I only know in part
And there is still a longing a longing in my heart (CHORUS)

My soul O Lord is thirsty, only You can satisfy
You're the well that never will run dry
And I'll praise You for the blessing, for calling me Your friend
And in Your name I'm lifting, I'm lifting up my hands  (CHORUS)

CCLI Song # 6223601 Audrey Assad | Chris Tomlin | Matt Maher © 2012 River Oaks Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The Lord says, “I will cleanse them from all the guilt of their sin against me, and I will forgive all the guilt of their sin and rebellion against me.”
—Jeremiah 33:8, NRSV
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING	

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                       Mark 10:1-12
Page 822 in pew Bible
MESSAGE 		

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 		         Savior Like a Shepherd

Savior like a shepherd lead us much we need thy tender care
In thy pleasant pastures feed us for our use thy folds prepare

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, thine we are
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought, us thine we are

We are thine do thou befriend us; be the guardian of our way
Keep thy flock, from sin defend us; seek us when we go astray
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear, O hear us when we pray
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear, O hear us when we pray

You are my Shepherd, I will want no other
Need no others, heed no other
My Shepherd, I will dwell with You forever, forever more.

Early let us seek thy favor; early let us do thy will
Blessed Lord and only Savior with thy love our hearts are filled
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still

You are my Shepherd, I will want no other, 
Need no others, heed no other
My Shepherd, I will dwell with You forever, forever more. (Repeat)

William Bradbury │Dorothy Thrupp │Brian Sites. Public Domain. © Copyright 2011 This arrangement by G3 Music Publishing. CCLI License # 1496394


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                 The Heart of Worship            	    Mauldin
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING	               Shine, Jesus Shine

Lord the light of Your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness shining;
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us,
Set us free by the truth You now bring us;
Shine on me, shine on me.

Shine, Jesus shine, fill this land with the Father's glory.
Blaze, spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light.

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,
From the shadows into your radiance;
By the blood I may enter Your brightness;
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness;
Shine on me, shine on me. (CHORUS)

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness,
So our faces display Your likeness,
Ever changing from glory to glory;
Mirrored here, may our lives tell Your story;
Shine on me, shine on me. (CHORUS)

CCLI Song No. 30426. © 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services) Graham Kendrick. CCLI License No. 1496394

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE             

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for worshipping with our church family!

IN RECOGNITION OF BERT PAGE’S 100TH BIRTHDAY you are invited to take part in a card shower for him! Bert’s birthday is 
October 6. Please mail your well wishes to:
Bert Page
Ball Pavilion Room A16
5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for the following dates:
	Tuesday, October 10 from 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
	Wednesday, October 11 from 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
	Thursday, October 12 from 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Please let Patti know if you are able to volunteer for all or even a portion of the above times. Many thank yous!

WE’VE BEGUN OUR NEW SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE. Men’s Group meets at 8:00 A.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s Study. Kid’s Praise in the Sanctuary begins at 9:00 A.M. for kids in Godly Play through grade 5. Sunday School classes start at 9:15 A.M. with classes for children, youth, and adults. Coffee and fellowship hour is from 10:00 to 10:30 A.M. And, our combined worship service begins every week at 10:30 A.M. 

SQUARE CIRCLE will meet this Wednesday, September 20, at 6:30 P.M. for dinner and fellowship at Freeport Restaurant. Please make your reservation with Deanna Ott by Monday, September 18. Call her at 725-1770 or email at ottd49@roadrunner.com.

THE KNITTING CIRCLE RESUMES this Wednesday, September 20 at 2:00 P.M. The location is tentatively at the home of Billie Blosser. Beginners please come - we have an interesting project for you!

THE QUILTING CIRCLE will meet Thursday, September 21 at 1:00 P.M. at the home of Pauline Fisher.

THERE ARE MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED IN OUR MUSIC MINISTRY. We need to rebuild most of our groups as we have lost members to college, moving, and other commitments. We hope you will prayerfully consider supporting and joining one of our music ministry groups. Please speak with director Jane Livingston for more info.

· CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS RESUMED ON THURSDAY EVENINGS 7:30 P.M. We welcome and need more members, especially in our soprano and bass sections. The Chancel Choir sings in worship two to three times per month. 

· BELL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS RESUMED ON THURSDAY EVENINGS AT 6:00 P.M. We welcome and need more members to help fill out our bell octaves. Bell ringing is fun! Our director and our experienced ringers will help you learn the ropes of ringing, and we’ll start you out easy! The Bell Choir rings in worship once per month.

· JOIN THE WORSHIP BAND. College and moving has been tough on our worship band, and we need to fill nearly all our positions. We need a new drummer, bass player, and vocalist(s). And, we are always looking for new guitar players to add to our group. The Worship Band plays in worship each week. Please speak with Jane Livingston if you or if you know of anyone who might be interested.

· HELP WITH KIDS’ PRAISE IN THE SANCTUARY ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:00 A.M. BEFORE THE START OF SUNDAY SCHOOL. We will focus on teaching our children fun and upbeat “Sunday School classics” and plan to sing in worship about once per month.  

NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORIES are available in the Assembly room. Please help yourself.

* 2017 BUDGET 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Needed:       $262,000
Collected     $187,308     71% Collected
                     $ 74,692

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht,
Garrett Connors 

USHERS SEPTEMBER 24: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

NURSERY TODAY: Andy and Jaimee Knight

NURSERY SEPTEMBER 24: Beth Seymour


 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.








CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, September 18
   6:30 P.M. – Trustees

Tuesday, September 19
   7:30 P.M. – Preschool Board

Wednesday, September 20
 10:00 A.M. – Pastor’s Bible Study
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, September 21
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
   7:00 P.M. – Hip Happenin’Theology
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, September 22
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, September 24
   8:00 A.M. – Men’s Group
   9:00 A.M. – Kids’ Praise in the Sanctuary
   9:15 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. –Sunday School for All Ages
 10:00 A.M. – Fellowship/Coffee/Refreshments
 10:30 A.M. – Worship Service
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