WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
[bookmark: _GoBack]September 10, 2017, 10:30 AM
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC       Where the Spirit of the Lord Is       Fielding
	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

MOMENTS FOR MISSION 
Membership Development and Capital Campaign Committees

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION               David Meehl
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: Ever present God, we thank you for calling us to meet with you today. We praise you for coming to us long before we first came to you, for knowing who would be here today, and for knowing even our motives for coming.

By your Spirit lead and guide us during this service, to help us hear you when you speak and to guide our responses with hearts and voices that rejoice in your presence. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE	                  God Is Here                            #461

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
[bookmark: _Hlk485801077]Lord, we cry to you to heal our wounds. We call to you in distress and plead for your salvation. We have sinned against your law and failed to do your will; we confess that we’ve disobeyed your holy Word. We pray, purge our lives of selfishness and our hearts of bitterness. Lead us back to righteousness; save us through Jesus Christ. Amen.
—based on a text of Ulrich Zwingli (1529)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
“In a surge of anger I hid my face from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness I will have compassion on you,” says the Lord your Redeemer. I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more. I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you.”
—Isaiah 54:8; 43:25; 44:22, NIV

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING	

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                       Mark 9:38-50
Page 821 in pew Bible
MESSAGE 		

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 			The Same Love

You choose the humble and raise them high
You choose the weak and make them strong
You heal our brokenness inside and give us life

The same love that set the captives free
The same love that opened eyes to see is calling us all by name
You are calling us all by name
The same God that spread the heavens wide
The same God that was crucified is calling us all by name
You are calling us all by name


You take the faithless one aside and speak the words, “you are Mine”
You call the cynic and the proud, come to Me now (CHORUS)

Oh…
You’re calling. You're calling. You’re calling us to the cross
You’re calling. You're calling. You’re calling us to the cross (CHORUS)

CCLI Song # 6180933 Michael Rossback | Paul Baloche © 2011 Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) Leadworship Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) CCLI License # 1496394

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                            Satisfied                           Matsumura
The Doxology						          #592
Prayer of Dedication 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD
Please eat the bread as you receive it.

SHARING OF THE CUP
Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH              The Nicene Creed (Traditional)
					     (page 15, Traditional Version)

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING	          Mighty to Save  
Everyone needs compassion; love that's never failing
Let mercy fall on me
Everyone needs forgiveness; the kindness of a Savior; 
The hope of nations

Savior, He can move the mountains; 
My God is mighty to save; He is mighty to save
Forever, Author of salvation
He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave

So take me as You find me, all my fears and failures; fill my life again
I give my life to follow everything I believe in
Now I surrender, yes, I surrender (CHORUS)

Shine your light and let the whole world see
We're singing for the glory of the risen King Jesus
(REPEAT)

You’re my Savior. You can move the mountains.
God, You are mighty to save, You are mighty to save
Forever, Author of salvation, You rose and conquered the grave
Yes, You conquered the grave. You are mighty to save.

CCLI Song No. 4591782 © 2006 Hillsong Publishing (Admin. in U.S. & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music) Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan CCLI License No. 1496394


* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE             

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for worshipping with our church family!
OFFICE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for the following dates:
	Tuesday, October 10 from 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
	Wednesday, October 11 from 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
	Thursday, October 12 from 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Please let Patti know if you are able to volunteer for all or even a portion of the above times. Many thank yous!

TODAY IS RALLY DAY! Plan to join your church family for a morning of Sunday School (there is a class for any age), fellowship and worship, followed by a festive pizza and salad lunch afterward.

FAITH IN ACTION SUNDAY IS TODAY. Visit with some of the leaders within our church and learn about the myriad of ways you can walk in your faith.

TODAY WE BEGIN A NEW SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE. Sunday School classes will commence at 9:15 A.M. and our worship service will be at 10:30 A.M. Please see the calendar on the last page of this bulletin for more detail.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM OUR TRUSTEES: In the interest of providing our Preschool students and staff a safe learning environment, new security procedures begin August 29, 2017. All three levels of the Education Wing of our church will be locked Monday through Friday from 9 A.M. – 3 P.M. The foyer, office, Assembly Room, Conference Room and Sanctuary will remain open. For those who use the elevator to get to the office (or other open areas in the building), please ring the doorbell near the double doors upon exiting the elevator. From there, our secretary will assist you. Thank you for your cooperation.

THE CHURCH OFFICE HOURS HAVE CHANGED WITH THE START OF A NEW PRESCHOOL YEAR.
	Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
	Tuesday, Thursday		– 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORIES are available in the Assembly room.


THERE ARE MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED IN OUR MUSIC MINISTRY. We need to rebuild most of our groups as we have lost members to college, moving, and other commitments. We hope you will prayerfully consider supporting and joining one of our music ministry groups. Please speak with director Jane Livingston for more info.

· CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS RESUMED ON THURSDAY EVENINGS 7:30 P.M. We welcome and need more members, especially in our soprano and bass sections. The Chancel Choir sings in worship two to three times per month. 

· BELL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS RESUMED ON THURSDAY EVENINGS AT 6:00 P.M. We welcome and need more members to help fill out our bell octaves. Bell ringing is fun! Our director and our experienced ringers will help you learn the ropes of ringing, and we’ll start you out easy! The Bell Choir rings in worship once per month.

· JOIN THE WORSHIP BAND. College and moving has been tough on our worship band, and we need to fill nearly all our positions. We need a new drummer, bass player, and vocalist(s). And, we are always looking for new guitar players to add to our group. The Worship Band plays in worship each week. Please speak with Jane Livingston if you or if you know of anyone who might be interested.

· HELP WITH KIDS’ PRAISE ON SUNDAY MORNINGS IN THE SANCTUARY. We are beginning a new Kids’ Praise to kick off Sunday School each week. We will focus on teaching our children fun and upbeat “Sunday School classics” and plan to sing in worship about once per month.  








* 2017 BUDGET 
Needed:     $ 262,000
Collected:  $ 181,422     69% Collected
                   $  80,578

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Bob & Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern

USHERS SEPTEMBER 17: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht,  Garrett Connors

NURSERY TODAY: Donna Banks

NURSERY SEPTEMBER 17: Andy and Jaimee Knight

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.












CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, September 11
   7:00 P.M. – Deacons

Wednesday, September 13
 10:00 A.M. – Pastor’s Bible Study
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, September 14
   2:00 P.M. – PW Book Club
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
   7:00 P.M. – Hip Happenin’Theology
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, September 15
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, September 17
   8:00 A.M. – Men’s Group
   9:00 A.M. – Kids’ Praise in the Sanctuary
   9:15 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. –Sunday School for All Ages
 10:00 A.M. – Fellowship/Coffee/Refreshments
 10:30 A.M. – Worship Service
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