WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
October 8, 2017, 10:30 AM
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP	    Hallelu! Hallelu!    Kids Praise

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION               Jean LaFuria    
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: Dear God, help us to worship you today. May we listen carefully, pray honestly, and sing joyfully.

Send your Holy Spirit so that our words will bring you glory. Thank you that Jesus makes our worship perfect for you.
Help us remember that when we worship you, we are part of your family; we join everyone who loves you around the world and throughout history. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE		All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name      #142

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
[bookmark: _Hlk485801077]Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my guilt, for it is great. Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted.
Relieve the troubles of my heart, and bring me out of my distress. Consider my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins.
—Psalm 25:6-8, 11, 16-18, NRSV

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
All the prophets testify about Christ that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
—from Acts 10:43, NRSV

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING       Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David's greater Son
Hail in the time appointed
His reign on earth begun! His reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression to set the captive free
To take away transgression and rule in equity (Chorus)

He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong
To help the poor and needy and bid the weak be strong (Chorus)

The tide of time shall never, His covenant remove
His name shall stand for ever That name to us is love (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 1981649 James Montgomery | Johann Crüger | William Henry Monk | Sandra McCracken   © 2012 Drink Your Tea Music (ASCAP) CCLI License # 1496394

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

KIDS PRAISE		Ask God For Help                   Hitt/Sharp

CHILDREN’S BLESSING	

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                     Mark 10:46-52
Page 823 in pew Bible
MESSAGE 		


RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	       Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound             #280

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                 Narrow Little Road              Worship Team
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING  	            It's Your Grace

You will save whom You will save. We’re the lost and helpless ones.
The rebels and the renegades who spurned Your holy love
You will save whom You will save; Mercy will be magnified
Everyone has gone astray and followed after lies
But You have loved us and opened our eyes

It’s Your grace from beginning to the end
It’s Your grace; we will never comprehend
Why You drew the ones who ran from You
What can we do but offer You praise

You will save whom You will save. We were captive to our wills.
And if our hearts had not been changed, we’d flee Your mercy still
You will save whom You will save; who can question what You do
You’re the potter we’re the clay, You can make us as You choose
And there is no one who boasts before You (Chorus)

You will save whom You will save; yet the promised hope remains
You will rescue anyone who calls upon Your name
You will save whom You will save; faithful love won't be denied
Christ has overcome the grave and for our sins He died
And when He comes back His glory will shine (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 7001321 Bob Kauflin | Doug Plank © Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI)) CCLI License # 1496394
* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE             

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The roses today are given by Rev. Gregg Townsend in honor of the birth of Hayleigh Renee Bahm.
Hayleigh was born September 25, 2017and is 
the great-granddaughter of Bob and Jean Bahm. 
Congratulations!













A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for worshipping with our church family!

THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB will meet this Thursday, October 12 at 2:00 P.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s Study. The group will be discussing In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson.

THE KNITTING & CROCHETING FOR PEACE CIRCLE will meet this Wednesday, October 11 at 2:00 P.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s Study. All women are welcome regardless of experience level!

THE OFFICE will be closed on Monday October 9. The office will be open on Tuesday, October 10. Office hours on Wednesday, October 11 will be 12:30 – 3:00 P.M. A special thank you to Carol Orton and 
Jerry Weinheimer for volunteering in the office!

OUR NEW SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE IS PACKED WITH MANY OPTIONS FOR ALL AGES. Men’s Group meets at 8:00 A.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s Study. Kid’s Praise in the Sanctuary begins at 9:00 A.M. for kids in Godly Play through grade 5. Sunday School classes start at 9:15 A.M. with classes for children, youth, and adults. Coffee and fellowship hour is from 10:00 to 10:30 A.M. And, our combined worship service begins every week at 10:30 A.M. 

HELP WANTED! The Trustees are looking for an individual to shovel the sidewalks and steps for the upcoming winter season. This is a paid position. If you are interested in learning more, please speak with 
Jeff Hinman, or call Patti in the church office: 725-8641.

THERE ARE MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED IN OUR MUSIC MINISTRY. We need to rebuild most of our groups as we have lost members to college, moving, and other commitments. We hope you will prayerfully consider supporting and joining one of our music ministry groups. Please speak with director Jane Livingston for more info.

· CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS RESUMED ON THURSDAY EVENINGS 7:30 P.M. We welcome and need more members, especially in our soprano and bass sections. The Chancel Choir sings in worship two to three times per month. 

· BELL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS RESUMED ON THURSDAY EVENINGS AT 6:00 P.M. We welcome and need more members to help fill out our bell octaves. Bell ringing is fun! Our director and our experienced ringers will help you learn the ropes of ringing, and we’ll start you out easy! The Bell Choir rings in worship once per month.

· JOIN THE WORSHIP BAND. College and moving has been tough on our worship band, and we need to fill nearly all our positions. We need a new drummer, bass player, and vocalist(s). And, we are always looking for new guitar players to add to our group. The Worship Band plays in worship each week. Please speak with Jane Livingston if you or if you know of anyone who might be interested.

· HELP WITH KIDS’ PRAISE IN THE SANCTUARY ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:00 A.M. BEFORE THE START OF SUNDAY SCHOOL. We will focus on teaching our children fun and upbeat “Sunday School classics” as well as fun, new songs, and plan to sing in worship about once per month.  

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.
* 2017 BUDGET 
Needed:         $ 262,000
Collected       $ 208,211    79% Collected 
                      $   53,789

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Bob & Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser,
Al Mohnkern

USHERS OCTOBER 15: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht,  Garrett Connors

NURSERY TODAY: Joe and Sue Spacht

NURSERY OCTOBER 15: Bob and Sally Murray































CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, October 9
**NO PRESCHOOL – OFFICE CLOSED**
   7:00 P.M. – Deacons

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tuesday, October 10
   7:30 P.M. – Preschool Board

Wednesday, October 11
**OFFICE HOURS 12:30 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.
 10:00 A.M. – Pastor’s Bible Study
   2:00 P.M. – PW Knitting/Crocheting
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, October 12
   2:00 P.M. – PW Book Club
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
   7:00 P.M. – Hip Happenin’ Theology
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, October 13
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, October 15
   8:00 A.M. – Men’s Group
   9:00 A.M. – Kids’ Praise in the Sanctuary
   9:15 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. –Sunday School for All Ages
 10:00 A.M. – Fellowship/Coffee/Refreshments
 10:30 A.M. – Worship Service
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