WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
October 22, 2017, 10:30 AM
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

WELCOME		                                                          Fred Lucore

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION                 
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.

My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and make music.
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.
—Psalm 57:5, 7, 11, NIV

[bookmark: _Hlk494873194]* OPENING PRAISE	    O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!    #476

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
[bookmark: _Hlk485801077]Have mercy on me, O God, in your faithful love, in your great tenderness wipe away my offences; wash me thoroughly from my guilt, purify me from my sin.

For I am well aware of my offences, my sin is constantly in mind.
Against you, you alone, I have sinned, I have done what you see to be wrong, that you may show your saving justice when you pass sentence, and your victory may appear when you give judgment,
remember, I was born guilty, a sinner from the moment of conception. But you delight in sincerity of heart, and in secret you teach me wisdom.

God, create in me a clean heart, renew within me a resolute spirit,
do not thrust me away from your presence, do not take away from me your spirit of holiness. Give me back the joy of your salvation, sustain in me a generous spirit.

Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will speak out your praise. Sacrifice gives you no pleasure, burnt offering you do not desire. Sacrifice to God is a broken spirit, a broken, contrite heart you never scorn.
—Psalm 51:1-6, 10-12, 15-17, NJB

LAMENT                    Lord, I Want to Be a Christian                    #372

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                     
Through Jesus Christ forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.

In Christ we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.

—from Acts 13:38; Ephesians 1:7, NRSV

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING	

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                    Isaiah 40: 21-31
Mark 1: 29-39
(Page 582 and 813 in the pew Bible)

MESSAGE 		  “Raised Up to Serve”                  Rev. Carl Hull

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	         O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee                  #357


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                 
Prayer of Dedication 

[bookmark: _GoBack]SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING  	             Lift High the Cross                 #371

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE             

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The leaf arrangement today is given by 
Janice Lee Fink for her birthday.

 “The vase of green and brown dried oak leaves represents another year of life God has given me. Every year is a gift from God as I realize my work here on earth isn’t done yet. 

‘Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.’ Psalm 23:4

Only God can make a tree. These oak leaves are 
a reminder of God’s strength in my life.”


























TODAY WE WELCOME REVEREND CARL HULL AND HIS WIFE KATHY WHO ARE WORSHIPING WITH US THIS MORNING. Carl is a retired Presbyterian minister who has served five congregations during his 52 years in ministry. The last, Emmanuel Presbyterian and St. Paul's United Church of Christ, in Erie. Harborcreek Township residents for 34 years, Carl and Kathy have three sons and four grandchildren.  
TODAY WE WELCOME BARBARA SWEET as our guest musician. Barbara is a life-long resident of North East and Penn State alum. She is the Senior System Analyst at the Barber National Institute. Her greatest joys are her nieces, nephews and her cat named Crystal.

OUR NEW SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE IS PACKED WITH MANY OPTIONS FOR ALL AGES. Men’s Group meets at 8:00 A.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s Study. Kid’s Praise in the Sanctuary begins at 9:00 A.M. for kids in Godly Play through grade 5. Sunday School classes start at 9:15 A.M. with classes for children, youth, and adults. Coffee and fellowship hour is from 10:00 to 10:30 A.M. And, our combined worship service begins every week at 10:30 A.M. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD HAS BEGUN and will end the week of November 13, 2017. As we once again approach the advent season it is time to give to the less fortunate among us: the children. Last year our total was 65 boxes this year we would like to get 70 boxes (one complete shipment). The boxes, pamphlets and how to pack a box and the name tags are in the assembly room on the bell cabinet.  This year there are a few wrinkles to the program NO toothpaste and NO candy will be allowed (due to customs). A new surprise we will be getting plastic boxes (in limited supply) along with your regular cardboard boxes.

THE MISSION COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP. There is a signup sheet in the assembly room on the bell cabinet for “Ringing of the Bells.” The NE council of churches has partnered with the Salvation Army to ring the bell at Sander’s Market November thru December. Our day is Friday December 1, 2017, from at 10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.  This day is divided broken into one (1) hour blocks, so we are asking for you to give up one hour of your day to ring the bell. We will be inside the lobby not outside. Eighty-seven percent of the money collected from this location will stay in North East to help those in need. Please show your support by signing up for one hour.

HELP WANTED! The Trustees are looking for an individual to shovel the sidewalks and steps for the upcoming winter season. This is a paid position. If you are interested in learning more, please speak with 
Jeff Hinman, or call Patti in the church office: 725-8641.
QUARTERLY GIVING STATEMENTS ARE READY to pick up in the Assembly room. Thank you for retrieving yours as it saves the church costly postage.

JOIN US NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP as we celebrate and learn about our international partnership with the Upper Northern Presbytery of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ghana. Donna Cammarata will offer a presentation of her mission trip to Ghana last month. A congregational luncheon will follow. Everyone is invited!

THERE ARE MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED IN OUR MUSIC MINISTRY. We need to rebuild most of our groups as we have lost members to college, moving, and other commitments. We hope you will prayerfully consider supporting and joining one of our music ministry groups. Please speak with director Jane Livingston for more info.

· CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS RESUMED ON THURSDAY EVENINGS 7:30 P.M. We welcome and need more members, especially in our soprano and bass sections. The Chancel Choir sings in worship two to three times per month. 

· BELL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS RESUMED ON THURSDAY EVENINGS AT 6:00 P.M. We welcome and need more members to help fill out our bell octaves. Bell ringing is fun! Our director and our experienced ringers will help you learn the ropes of ringing, and we’ll start you out easy! The Bell Choir rings in worship once per month.

· JOIN THE WORSHIP BAND. College and moving has been tough on our worship band, and we need to fill nearly all our positions. We need a new drummer, bass player, and vocalist(s). And, we are always looking for new guitar players to add to our group. The Worship Band plays in worship each week. Please speak with Jane Livingston if you or if you know of anyone who might be interested.

· HELP WITH KIDS’ PRAISE IN THE SANCTUARY ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:00 A.M. BEFORE THE START OF SUNDAY SCHOOL. We will focus on teaching our children fun and upbeat “Sunday School classics” as well as fun, new songs, and plan to sing in worship about once per month.  
* 2017 BUDGET 
Needed:       $ 262,000
Collected:    $ 215,683      82% Collected
         $  46,317

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Steve Seymour, 
Cole Elkin

USHERS OCTOBER 29: Jerry Weinheimer, Bob Murray, 
Tom Schenker

NURSERY TODAY: Jenn and Tom McClure

NURSERY OCTOBER 29: Dianne Tyler and Sophie Tyler























CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, October 23
    7:00 P.M. – Session

Wednesday, October 25
 10:00 A.M. – Pastor’s Bible Study
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, October 26
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
   7:00 P.M. – Hip Happenin’ Theology
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, October 27
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, October 29
   8:00 A.M. – Men’s Group
   9:00 A.M. – Kids’ Praise in the Sanctuary
   9:15 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. –Sunday School for All Ages
 10:00 A.M. – Fellowship/Coffee/Refreshments
 10:30 A.M. – Worship Service//Ghana Presentation
 11:30 A.M. – Congregational Luncheon
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