WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP          

[bookmark: _Hlk494873194]*CALL TO WORSHIP 			                      
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: We will bless the Lord at all times; God’s praise is always on our lips; in the Lord our souls shall make their boast.

The humble shall hear and be glad. Glorify the Lord with us.
Together let us praise God’s name. We sought the Lord and were heard, from all our terrors set free.

Look toward God and be radiant; let your faces not be ashamed.
When the poor cry out, the Lord hears them and rescues them from all their distress.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
They are happy who seek refuge in God.
—based on Psalm 34:1-8

* OPENING PRAISE	             Crown Him With Many Crowns           #151

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
[bookmark: _Hlk485801077]Dear Jesus, I want to be a Christian in my heart;
please forgive my disobedience.
I want to be a Christian in my actions;
please forgive my bad choices.
I want to be a Christian in my words;
please forgive the mean things I say.
I want to be a Christian in my whole life;
help me to be more loving to you
and to others. Amen.
—based on the Afro-American spiritual “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Here are words you may trust, words that merit full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
To all who confess their sins and resolve to lead a new life,
he says, “Your sins are forgiven.” He also says, “Follow me.”
Now to the one who rules all worlds, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.
—based on 1 Timothy 1:15, 17

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING        Hail to the Lord’s Anointed   

Hail to the Lord's anointed, great David's greater Son
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun
His reign on earth begun

He comes to break oppression to set the captive free
To take away transgression and rule in equity [CHORUS]

He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong
To help the poor and needy and bid the weak be strong

To give them songs for sighing their darkness turn to light
Whose souls condemned and dying were precious in His sight [CHORUS]

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth
And love joy hope like flowers, spring in His path to birth [CHORUS]
The tide of time shall never, His covenant remove
His name shall stand for ever that name to us is love [CHORUS]

CCLI Song # 1981649 James Montgomery | Johann Crüger | William Henry Monk | Sandra McCracken   © 2012 Drink Your Tea Music (ASCAP) CCLI License # 1496394

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING	

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                     Mark 12:18-37
						     Page 824 in pew Bible

MESSAGE 				          

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

[bookmark: _Hlk497719321][bookmark: _Hlk498329953]* HYMN 	        All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!                 #142

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                      Christ Be All Around Me              arr Mott
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING           How Great Is Your Faithfulness

Now unto the King who reigns over all and never changes or turns
Unfailing justice unfading grace whose promises remain
Yes Your promises remain
[REPEAT]

The heavens ring, the saints all sing, great is Your faithfulness
From age to age we will proclaim, great is Your faithfulness
How great is Your faithfulness

Everything changes but You stay the same 
Your Word and kingdom endure
We lean on the promise of all that You are and trust forevermore
We will trust forevermore [CHORUS]

From generation to generation, You never failed us O God
Yesterday and today and tomorrow Until the day You return [CHORUS]

CCLI Song No. 5557055 © 2009 Thankyou Music | sixsteps Music | Said And Done Music | (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman CCLI License No. 1496394

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE             

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The flowers today are given by Yvonne Peck
For the glory of God.




OUR YOUTH WILL ROLL, CUT AND BAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS COOKIES. Cookie orders will be taken after the 10:30 A.M. worship services beginning November 26 through December 10. You may also contact the church office to place an order.  The price will be $10 for a scrumptious plate of two dozen cookies and goodies.  Cookies will be ready for pickup on Sunday, December 17. Please see Donna Banks if you have any questions.

YOUTH GROUP MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO MAKE CHRISTMAS COOKIES at the church on Saturday, December 16 from 10:00 A.M. until approximately 2:30 P.M. Taste-testing will be encouraged! Please see Donna Banks if you have any questions.


Gifts toward the Capital Campaign Fund
have been made in loving memory of:

Don Campbell
James Meehl
James Meehl
Tom Kraut
 Sandy Wright
Sibyl Hinman












TO DONATE TO THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND IN MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF A LOVED ONE, please include a note with your pledge card and/or check. Pledge cards are available in the Assembly room. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]THE YOUTH REQUEST DONATIONS of baking supplies (flour, peanut butter, sugar, butter, sprinkles, etc.) to help defer the cost of their cookie baking project.  If you are able to help; please drop your donations off in the church office. Thank you!

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR ANNUAL ADVENT PROGRAM AND DINNER on Sunday, December 3 at 4:00 P.M. The children and youth of our church have a meaningful program themed, “Messengers of Grace: Life in an Angel-Filled World.” Following the program, plan to join your church family for dinner. If you are able, please bring a dish to share. The CE Committee will provide ham, rolls, butter, cake, drinks and place settings. The Presbyterian Women will provide cookies. Set aside this time for reflection upon the gift of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and fellowship through the Holy Spirit.

CONVENIENT PRINTED INVITATIONS ARE AVAILABLE to make it easy for you to invite others to our annual Christmas musical worship service, slated for Sunday, December 24 at 10:30 A.M. The invitations are in the Assembly room. Help yourself to as many as you plan to use, then come back for more!

CRANBERRY SAUCE IS NEEDED for the Community Christmas Boxes. Our goal is to provide 175 cans. Thank you in advance for your contribution.

OUR NEW SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE IS PACKED WITH MANY OPTIONS FOR ALL AGES. Men’s Group meets at 8:00 A.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s Study. Kid’s Praise in the Sanctuary begins at 9:00 A.M. for kids in Godly Play through grade 5. Sunday School classes start at 9:15 A.M. with classes for children, youth, and adults. Coffee and fellowship hour is from 10:00 to 10:30 A.M. And, our combined worship service begins every week at 10:30 A.M. 

SERVE THE CHURCH BY JOINING ONE OF OUR MUSIC MINISTRY GROUPS. Our Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Worship Team, and Kid’s Praise welcome new members. We continue to look for a new drummer, bass player, and vocalist(s) to rebuild our band. Bell Choir practices on Thursdays at 6:00 P.M., Chancel Choir practices on Thursdays at 7:30 P.M., and the Worship Team practices on Sunday mornings before worship. Please speak with Jane Livingston if you or if you know of anyone who might be interested. 

THERE ARE NUMEROUS WAYS TO SERVE THE NEEDY IN OUR COMMUNITY by getting involved with the Community Christmas Boxes. Last year, more than 140 local families benefitted. There is a signup sheet in the Assembly room for a variety of jobs between December 11 through December 16. Look through the list and see when you might be able to plug yourself and/or your family in to local mission.

WE NEED A SOLID SHOWING OF PARTICIPANTS FROM OUR CHURCH THIS YEAR IN THE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS BOXES. Why? Because next year (Christmas 2018), FPCNE is the lead church. That is why it is important that we have lots of people participating this year, so we can learn the ins and outs of how to efficiently coordinate this long-standing ministry. Job one is the assembly of boxes on Sunday, December 10 at 6:35 P.M. at Park United Methodist church. Subsequent dates and activities are listed on the signup sheet in the Assembly room.   
PREPARATIONS ARE UNDERWAY FOR THE 2018 WORLD VISION MISSION TRIP TO WEST VIRGINIA. The dates are July 8 through July 13, 2018. Please see Donna Banks if you are interested in participating in fundraising and/or the trip itself. 

PLANNING AHEAD: ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
This year’s Advent theme is “Messengers of Grace: Life in an Angel-Filled World.” Each year at this time we are met by angels in the Gospel stories about Jesus' birth. Who and what are angels? Do they really exist? If so, how does God use them? Come each Sunday morning of Advent and discover a reality that is deeper and richer than you could have ever imagined: the reality of God's grace, God's greatness, God's salvation, and God's joy in Jesus Christ. We will also have a new Advent hymn and terrific music from our music ministry. Plus, our sanctuary will be adorned in beautiful holiday décor and perhaps something more… 

· December 3 at 10:30 A.M. – First Sunday of Advent Worship Service

· December 3 at 4:00 P.M. – Advent Program and Dinner

· December 10 at 10:30 A.M. – Second Sunday of Advent Worship Service                                                                            

· December 17 at 10:30 A.M. – Third Sunday of Advent Worship Service

· December 24 at 10:30 A.M. - Christmas Cantata and Worship Service, “Angels We Have Heard,” with our Chancel Choir, Worship Team, Bell Choir, and Kids’ Praise participating.

· December 24 at 7:30 P.M. – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

· Monday, December 25 at 10:30 A.M. – Christmas Morning Worship Service

· December 31 at 10:30 A.M. – Sunday Worship Service with Readings and Carols
OFFICE HOURS TOMORROW, Monday, November 27 are 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. Regular hours resume for the duration of the week.

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

* 2017 BUDGET 
Needed:      $ 262,000
Collected:   $ 247,106     94% Collected
	       $   14,894

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 


USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Steve Seymour,
Cole Elkin

USHERS DECEMBER 3: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Sophie Tyler

NURSERY TODAY: Evelyn Daughrity and Carol Orton

NURSERY DECEMBER 3: Barb and Harry Blount





CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, November 27
**OFFICE HOURS 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.**
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – Session

Tuesday, November 28
   7:30 P.M. – Preschool Board

Wednesday, November 29
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise 
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, November 30
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, December 1
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, December 3
   8:00 A.M. – Men’s Group
   9:00 A.M. – Kids’ Praise in the Sanctuary
   9:15 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. –Sunday School for All Ages
 10:00 A.M. – Fellowship/Coffee/Refreshments
 10:30 A.M. – Worship Service
    4:00 P.M. – Family Advent Program and Dinner
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