WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
November 12, 2017, 10:30 AM
23rd Sunday After Pentecost
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP          Speak, O Lord         Bell Choir

MOMENT FOR MISSION

[bookmark: _Hlk494873194]*CALL TO WORSHIP 			                      Barb Zorzie
Leader: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Congregation: who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing.

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world
that we might be holy and blameless before God.
—from Ephesians 1:3-4

* OPENING PRAISE	           My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less          #379

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
[bookmark: _Hlk485801077]Lord, great God, all holy, Father most gracious, filled with mercy and steadfast love, we are embarrassed to come before you, for we have preferred the ways of this world to your ways, for we have rebelled against your wisdom and we have gotten into trouble, for we have rejected your fatherly guidance and have gotten lost altogether.
To you belongs righteousness, O Lord, and to us confusion of face.
O Lord, great God, all holy, filled with awe, Father, most gracious, filled with mercy and steadfast love, incline your ear to our troubles. Hear us when we pour out our sorrows before you.

Forgive us, not on the ground of our own righteousness, but on the ground of your great mercy. On the ground of your great mercy in the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. It is in his name that we pray,
for he is our Savior and the mediator of the covenant of grace. Amen.
—based on Daniel 9:4-19

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
—Romans 5:8-9, NIV
      
SONG OF THANKSGIVING          Do Lord      (Led by Kids Praise)

Do Lord, O do Lord, O do remember me (O do Lord)
Do Lord, O do Lord, O do remember me
Do Lord, O do Lord, O do remember me… way beyond the blue

I’ve got a home in glory land that outshines the sun
I’ve got a home in glory land that outshines the sun
Way beyond the blue (CHORUS)

I took Jesus as my Savior, you take Him too
I took Jesus as my Savior, you take Him too
I took Jesus as my Savior, you take Him too
While He’s calling you (CHORUS)

CCLI Song # 5694011 Marvin V. Frey © 1997, 1984 Frey, Marvin V. (Admin. by Helen M. Frey) CCLI License # 1496394



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SPECIAL MUSIC		I L-O-V-E- U God                  Kids Praise

CHILDREN’S BLESSING	

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                Mark 11:27-12:12
						     Page 824 in pew Bible

MESSAGE 				          

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	                                 Cornerstone		 

[bookmark: _Hlk497719321]My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly trust in Jesus’ Name
(REPEAT)

Christ alone cornerstone; weak made strong in the Savior’s love
Through the storm He is Lord, Lord of all

When darkness seems to hide His face; I rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale; my anchor holds within the veil
My anchor holds within the veil 
(CHORUS)

When He shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh may I then in Him be found
Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless stand before the throne

CCLI Song # 6158927 Edward Mote | Eric Liljero | Jonas Myrin | Reuben Morgan | William Batchelder Bradbury © 2011 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory         10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)        arr. Bettcher
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING		     Great Redeemer

Who is like You Lord of heaven; King of Glory throned in majesty
You are holy. You are holy.

Who can fathom all the riches of Your mercy of Your faithfulness
You are worthy. You are worthy.

O for a thousand tongues to sing my Great Redeemer's praise 
The honors of His name.
Awake my soul and celebrate the wonders of His grace 
Let heaven and earth join in the song.

[REPEAT]

For You are holy. You are holy
For You are holy. You are holy

[CHORUS]

CCLI Song No. 4393258. © 2003 Trinity Publishing (Admin. by Music Services). Neil Bennetts. CCLI License No. 1496394

 * BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE             

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The flowers today are donated by Frank Ziek in loving memory 
of his wife Mardene and in honor of all veterans.





The flowers today are given by the Hinman Family
 in loving memory of Sibyl Hinman.


THANK YOU FOR QUICKLY FILLING THE SCHEDULE TO RING THE BELL FOR LOCAL MISSION!  The NE council of churches has partnered with the Salvation Army to ring the bell at Sander’s Market November thru December. Our day is Friday December 1 from at 10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. and the schedule is full! Eighty-seven percent of the money collected from this location will stay in North East to help those in need. Thank you again for your responsiveness.

GIFTS AND/OR PLEDGES TO THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND MAY BE MADE IN MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF A LOVED ONE. If you would like to do so, please include a note with your pledge card and/or check. 

OUR NEW SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE IS PACKED WITH MANY OPTIONS FOR ALL AGES. Men’s Group meets at 8:00 A.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s Study. Kid’s Praise in the Sanctuary begins at 9:00 A.M. for kids in Godly Play through grade 5. Sunday School classes start at 9:15 A.M. with classes for children, youth, and adults. Coffee and fellowship hour is from 10:00 to 10:30 A.M. And, our combined worship service begins every week at 10:30 A.M. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION WILL HAVE A MEETING TODAY in the sanctuary after worship. We will discuss the disbursement of funds for a variety of mission projects.  Please pray about the needs you might identify and come with suggestions.  

SQUARE CIRCLE WILL MEET THIS WEDNESDAY, November 15th, at 7:00 P.M. at the home of Deanna Ott, 90 Isabella Street. Ladies, please join us for a time of devotion, prayer, and fellowship.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD ENDS THIS WEEK. Please turn in your filled Christmas boxes by Wednesday, November 15. Last year our total was 65 boxes; this year we would like to get 70 boxes (one complete shipment). The boxes, pamphlets and how to pack a box and the name tags are in the assembly room on the bell cabinet. This year NO toothpaste and NO candy will be allowed (due to customs). 
THERE ARE MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED IN OUR MUSIC MINISTRY. We need to rebuild most of our groups as we have lost members to college, moving, and other commitments. We hope you will prayerfully consider supporting and joining one of our music ministry groups. Please speak with director Jane Livingston for more info.

· JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOIR FOR CHRISTMAS! We’ve begun working on this year’s Christmas musical worship service. Christmas is a great time to try out singing in the choir. We have practice CDs, which makes learning the music easy. Rehearsals are on Thursdays at 7:30 PM. Speak with Jane Livingston for info. We sure could use a few more folks to lend their voices to singing praise to God!

· BELL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS HELD ON THURSDAY EVENINGS AT 6:00 P.M. We are in great need of a few more members to help fill out our bell octaves. Won’t you please consider ringing with us? Our director and our experienced ringers will help you learn the ropes of ringing! The Bell Choir rings in worship once per month.

· JOIN THE WORSHIP BAND. We continue to look for a new drummer, bass player, and vocalist(s) to rebuild our band. Please speak with Jane Livingston if you or if you know of anyone who might be interested.

HELP WANTED! The Trustees are looking for an individual to shovel the sidewalks and steps for the upcoming winter season. This is a paid position. If you are interested in learning more, please speak with 
Jeff Hinman, or call Patti in the church office: 725-8641.

[bookmark: _GoBack]DO YOU HAVE NEWS OR AN INSPIRING GOD STORY? Put it in our church newsletter! The deadline for the December issue is coming up quickly: Monday, November 20. Email your submission to Patti at: office@fpcne.org, or drop it off in the church office.

CRANBERRY SAUCE IS NEEDED for the Community Christmas Boxes. Our goal is to provide 175 cans. Thank you in advance for your contribution.
THERE ARE NUMEROUS WAYS TO SERVE THE NEEDY IN OUR COMMUNITY by getting involved with the Community Christmas Boxes. Last year, more than 140 local families benefitted. There is a signup sheet in the Assembly room for a variety of jobs between December 11 through December 16. Look through the list and see when you might be able to plug yourself and/or your family in to local mission.

WE NEED A SOLID SHOWING OF PARTICIPANTS FROM OUR CHURCH THIS YEAR IN THE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS BOXES. Why? Because next year (Christmas 2018), FPCNE is the lead church. That is why it is important that we have lots of people participating this year, so we can learn the ins and outs of how to efficiently coordinate this long-standing ministry. Job one is the assembly of boxes on Sunday, December 10 at 6:35 P.M. at Park United Methodist church. Subsequent dates and activities are listed on the signup sheet in the Assembly room.   

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

* 2017 BUDGET 
Needed:     $ 262,000
Collected:  $ 233,277         89% Collected
           	      $   28,723

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 


USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Bob & Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, 
Al Mohnkern 

USHERS NOVEMBER 19: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht,  Garrett Connors

NURSERY TODAY: Bob and Mary Ann Reid-Boyd

NURSERY NOVEMBER 19: Jan Trojanowski and Kathy Taylor

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, November 13
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – Deacons 

Wednesday, November 15
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise 
 10:00 A.M. – Pastor’s Bible Study
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, November 16
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, November 17
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise 
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, November 19
   8:00 A.M. – Men’s Group
   9:00 A.M. – Kids’ Praise in the Sanctuary
   9:15 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. –Sunday School for All Ages
 10:00 A.M. – Fellowship/Coffee/Refreshments
 10:30 A.M. – Worship Service
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