WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy that focus on the redemptive work of Jesus 	Christ, such as the Baptism of the Lord, the Transfiguration of the Lord and the Sundays of Easter.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC        
	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION	      Jessica Albney
Leader: Let us worship God!  Sing praises to God, O you saints, and give thanks to God’s holy name!
Congregation: We exalt you, O God, for you have restored us to life!

We may cry through the night, but your joy comes with the morning.
You hear us, O God, and you are gracious in our distress.

You turn our mourning into dancing! Our souls cannot be silent!
O God, our Savior, we give thanks to you forever! Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE          When Morning Gilds the Skies         #487

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
Almighty God, we confess how hard it is to be your people. You have called us to be the church, to continue the mission of Jesus Christ to our lonely and confused world. Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than active, isolated than involved, callous than compassionate, obstinate than obedient, legalistic than loving.
Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive our sins. Remove the obstacles preventing us from being your representatives to a broken world. Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling Spirit. This we pray in Jesus’ powerful name. Amen.

LAMENT                                       You Revive Me

You revive me, You revive me Lord 
And all my deserts are rivers of joy
You are the treasure I could not afford
So I’ll spend myself ‘til I’m empty and poor
All for You You revive me Lord

Lord I have seen Your goodness and I know the way You are
Give me eyes to see You in the dark
And Your face shines a glory that I only know in part
And there is still a longing a longing in my heart (Chorus)

My soul, O Lord is thirsty only You can satisfy
You’re the well that never will run dry
And I’ll praise You for the blessing for calling me Your friend
And in Your name I’m lifting, I’m lifting up my hands

CCLI Song # 6223601 Audrey Assad | Chris Tomlin | Matt Maher © 2012 River Oaks Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
May almighty God, who caused light to shine out of darkness, shine in our hearts, cleansing us from all our sins, and restoring us to the light of the knowledge of God’s glory, in the face of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen.
—based on 2 Corinthians 4:6, NIV

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING	

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                       Mark 6:14-29
   						     Page 817 in pew Bible
MESSAGE 		
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	        Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door                #382
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                         
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

[bookmark: _Hlk481995134]* HYMN OF SENDING                            I Will Follow

All Your ways are good, all Your ways are sure, 
I will trust in You alone
Higher than my sight, high above my life
I will trust in You alone
Where You go I’ll go, where You stay I’ll stay
When You move I’ll move, I will follow You
Whom You love I’ll love, how You serve I’ll serve
If this life I lose, I will follow You, yeah, I will follow You, yeah

Light into the world, Light into my life, I will live for You alone
You're the One I seek knowing I will find
All I need in You alone, in You alone

In You there’s life everlasting; in You there’s freedom for my soul
In You there’s joy unending joy and I will follow
Chorus 

CCLI Song No. 5806878 © 2010 SHOUT! Publishing | sixsteps Music | worshiptogether.com songs | Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Reuben Morgan CCLI License No. 1496394
* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE                          

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for choosing to worship with our church family! 

MAY IS ELMWOOD GARDENS AUXILIARY FUND DRIVE. Your $10 donation enriches the lives of those who reside at Elmwood Gardens located at 2628 Elmwood Avenue, in Erie.  With these funds, residents enjoy birthday and holiday parties, flowers, cakes, Christmas gifts, a summer picnic, outings and shopping trips.  If you would like to make a difference in their lives, please use the special envelopes in the Assembly room. You may return your donation to the church, or to Charlene Baird. Please make checks payable to “Elmwood Gardens Auxiliary.” Thank you.

FREE 3-RING BINDERS ARE AVAILABLE in the church office. Help yourself to as many as you can use.

GET INVOLVED WITH THE MEN’S CHRISTIAN SOFTBALL TEAM. It’s a ton of fun and a great way to fellowship with other Christian men in the North East area. If you are interested or have questions, contact Cody Regan at 814-746-2814 or ctregan31@gmail.com. 

A NEW DIRECTORY WILL BE PUBLISHED SOON. Within the last 12 months, have you had changes to your name, phone number, cell phone number, email address, street address, spouse, children, etc.? Please inform Patti in the church office so the directory will be accurate: 725-8641 or office@fpcne.org. Thank you!

 
PAMPHLETS FOR CAMP LAMBEC are available in the church office. Check out the various opportunities for whole families or just kids! 

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

* 2017 BUDGET

Needed:      $262,000
Collected:   $  96,289     37% Collected
                   $165,711

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 





USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht, 
Garrett Connors

USHERS MAY 28: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount,
Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

[bookmark: _GoBack]NURSERY TODAY: Dianne Lucore

NURSERY MAY 28:  Volunteers needed




CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, May 22
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – Session

Wednesday, May 24
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
 10:00 A.M. – Pastor’s Bible Study
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, May 25
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir
   7:00 P.M. – Theology Class
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, May 26
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, May 28
   7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
   8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
 11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
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