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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the south and east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS PURPLE, which is used during the penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of the contempt and scorn Christ endured and the sacrifice he made for our eternal salvation.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
March 5, 2017, 11:00 A.M.
First Sunday in Lent
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                    
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend


PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP	                                     Bell Choir
You Are My King (Amazing Love)           arr. by Bettcher

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION            Christy Mayes              

Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: Holy and loving God, as we worship you today, we long for your Spirit to both comfort and challenge us, to help us become more holy and more loving. In a world that does not understand repentance, we pray for new understanding, humility, patience, and discipline that will help us die to sin and live for Jesus. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE    	             In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My comforter my all in all here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid, here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine bought with the precious blood of Christ
			
No guilt in life no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny
No pow’r of hell no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand
‘Til He returns or calls me home here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand

CCLI Song No. 3350395. © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Keith Getty / Stuart Townend CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 	
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
—Psalm 51:17, NRSV

O God, in gracious love you promise to care for the creatures of earth; in steadfast love you keep your promise. But we, who so quickly embrace your covenant, just as quickly betray it; we, from whom you desire worship, too often offer only scorn.

For making and then keeping your promise in the greatness of your mercy, we sing your praise, Lord; and for accepting and then spurning your covenant in the greatness of our sin, we ask your forgiveness. Amen.

LAMENT                                  Kyrie Eleison                               Insert

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace, for Jesus said,

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
—from John 8:12, NIV
PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                           Psalm 54
Page 454 in the pew Bible

MESSAGE                                “Prayer Is…”
            
THE LORD’S SUPPER

* HYMN 	          	     O Lamb of God Most Holy!                      #82

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory               O Sacred Head, Now Wounded             Eithun
The Doxology						          #592
Prayer of Dedication 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD
Please eat the bread as you receive it.

SHARING OF THE CUP
Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH              The Nicene Creed (Traditional)
					     (page 15, Traditional Version)
SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING	 How Deep the Father's Love For Us

How deep the Father's love for us; how vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory

Behold the man upon a cross; my sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life — I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything, no gifts no power no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from His reward, I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart, 
His wounds have paid my ransom

CCLI Song No. 1558110. © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing). By Stuart Townend. CCLI License No. 1496394

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE                          

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The flowers today are given by Hazel Kirschner
in celebration of a wedding.
Katie Kirschner and Sat An
will be married on March 9th in Battambang, Cambodia.
The couple met while serving with YWAM (Youth With A Mission) and they will continue to work with the needs of the people in that area.
Katie has worked primarily with women and children at risk in human trafficking. Sat is a resident of Battambang and serves with the mission to simply know God and make Him known.
Please keep the couple in your prayers as they continue
to witness in our Lord's name.




THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB WILL MEET this Thursday, March 9 at 2 P.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s study. The book to be discussed is Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson.

PLEASE NOTE THE NORTH FOYER ENTRANCE WILL BE 
CLOSED Monday, March 6 until approximately Monday, March 20. Repairs are being made during this time to fix the continuous water damage in the basement storage room. The south foyer entrance will remain usable. 

ARE YOU BETWEEN THE AGES OF 12 AND 112? If so, you are invited to become part of our 2017 Mission Team to Philippi, West Virginia.  This year's Mission week will begin on Sunday, July 9th.  Please see Donna Banks if you are being called to serve the poor.

WE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR MORE BELL RINGERS. Now is a great time to join as we are learning new music and starting to prepare for Lent. Bell Practice is on Thursday evenings at 6:00 P.M. and we play in worship about once per month. Please speak with Jane Livingston for more information. Youth from grade 7 and up and all adults (women and men!) are welcome. We’d love to add a few more numbers to our little group. 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO GET MORE INVOLVED AT FPCNE, our Music Ministry welcomes you to join one of our choirs. Bell Choir rehearsals are held on Thursdays at 6:00 P.M. Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursdays at 7:30 P.M. The Worship Team practices at 7:45 A.M. on Sunday mornings. Speak with Jane Livingston for more information.

JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Our Sunday School hour is held from 9:45 to 10:45 A.M. We have classes for all ages. Kirk Kids is offered during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

* 2017 BUDGET

Needed:     $262,000
Collected:  $  48,216       18% Collected
                   $213,784

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.




PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, 
Dianne Tyler, Sophie Tyler

USHERS MARCH 12: Bob & Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern

NURSERY TODAY: 

NURSERY MARCH 12: Lisa Kelly and Marissa

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, March 6
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise

Wednesday, March 8
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, March 9
   2:00 P.M. – PW Book Club
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, March 10
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, March 12
   7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
   8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
   9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
 11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
 12:00 P.M. – Mission Committee
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