WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the south and east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS PURPLE, which is used during the penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of the contempt and scorn Christ endured and the sacrifice he made for our eternal salvation.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
March 19, 2017, 11:00 A.M.
Third Sunday in Lent
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                    
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

MOMENT FOR MISSION                                           Steve Seymour

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION                 Bryan Lash
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: O God, in creation you fashion us in your image, in Christ you reveal to us your love, through the Holy Spirit you welcome us into the fellowship of believers; we bow in gratitude before you.

We constantly distort your image, but still you restore it. We daily betray your love, but still you extend it. We often disrupt fellowship, but still you bless it. Come unto us at this time and in this place, O Lord, that your image in us might be revealed, your love for us returned, and our fellowship in Christ renewed. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE     God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us    #261

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 	
Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness:
the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives,
we confess to you, O God.

Our unwillingness to forgive as we have been forgiven;
to restore friendship with those who have upset or hurt us.
we confess to you, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us,
we confess to you, O God.

Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done.
For our neglect of human need and suffering
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,
accept our repentance, O God.

Restore us, O God,
and let your anger depart from us.
Favorably hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. Amen.

LAMENT                                  Kyrie Eleison                               Insert

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                             Psalm 1
Page 424 in the pew Bible

MESSAGE       “A Method for Prayer — Let God Set the Agenda”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 		The Power Of Your Love

Lord I come to You, let my heart be changed renewed
Flowing from the grace that I found in You
And Lord I've come to know the weaknesses I see in me
Will be stripped away by the pow'r of Your love

Hold me close, let Your love surround me
Bring me near; draw me to Your side
And as I wait I'll rise up like the eagle
And I will soar with You Your Spirit leads me on
In the pow'r of Your love

Lord unveil my eyes, let me see You face to face
The knowledge of Your love as You live in me
Lord renew my mind as Your will unfolds in my life
In living ev'ry day by the pow'r of Your love (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 917491 Geoff Bullock © 1992 Word Music, LLC (Admin. by Word Music Group, Inc.)
Maranatha! Music (Admin. by Maranatha! Music) CCLI License # 1496394

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                              This I Pray                           Althouse
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING	  You Are My King (Amazing Love)

I'm forgiven because You were forsaken.
I'm accepted — You were condemned.
I'm alive and well, your Spirit is within me;
Because You died and rose again. (Repeat)
Amazing love, how can it be;
That You my King would die for me.
Amazing love, I know it's true;
It's my joy to honor You, In all I do, I honor You.

You are my King. You are my King.
Jesus, You are my King. Jesus, You are my King. (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 2456623 Billy Foote © 1996 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE                          

ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Our Sunday School hour is held from 9:45 to 10:45 A.M. We have classes for all ages. Kirk Kids is offered during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

WHAT ARE THE BASICS OF CHRISTIANITY? Pastor Gregg would like to explore this question in a four-week study during Sunday School. This study will only be offered based on your level of interest. If you would like to attend such a class, please notify the church office. 

NEW CLASSES STARTING AFTER EASTER.  Pastor Gregg will be leading two new classes next month. Both will take place in the conference room next to the Pastor’s study. If you want to deepen your faith, mark your calendar and plan to attend one or both of these classes:

OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY will meet each Wednesday at 10 A.M. beginning April 19 through May 31. This will be a survey of the Old Testament.

HIP HAPPENIN’ THEOLOGY will be held Thursday evenings at
[bookmark: _GoBack]7 P.M. beginning April 20 through May 25. This class will be based on C.S. Lewis’s book Mere Christianity and a supplemental DVD. This is a very accessible book and the format is discussion oriented. It is expected this class will be highly interesting and fun! The required book is inexpensive. (Please speak with Pastor Gregg if purchasing a book prevents you from attending.) Lastly, please let the church office know if you will be attending.

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

PLEASE NOTE THE NORTH FOYER ENTRANCE WILL BE 
CLOSED Monday, March 6 until approximately Monday, March 27. Repairs are being made during this time to fix the continuous water damage in the basement storage room. The south foyer entrance will remain usable. 

KIDS’ CHOIR IS STARTING UP! Practices will be held on Thursdays from 4:30 – 5:15 P.M. beginning March 23 through April 20. (No practice during Holy Week.) We will also be practicing during Sunday School. Kids’ Choir will sing for the Lord on Youth Sunday, April 23 at the 11:00 A.M. worship service. Questions? Please see Jenn McClure or Donna Banks.

ARE YOU BETWEEN THE AGES OF 12 AND 112? If so, you are invited to become part of our 2017 Mission Team to Philippi, West Virginia.  This year's Mission week will begin on Sunday, July 9th.  Please see Donna Banks if you are being called to serve the poor.

WE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR MORE BELL RINGERS. Now is a great time to join as we are learning new music and starting to prepare for Easter. Bell Practice is on Thursday evenings at 6:00 P.M. and we play in worship about once per month. Please speak with Jane Livingston for more information. Youth from grade 7 and up and all adults (women and men!) are welcome. We’d love to add a few more numbers to our little group. 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO GET MORE INVOLVED AT FPCNE, our Music Ministry welcomes you to join one of our choirs. Bell Choir rehearsals are held on Thursdays at 6:00 P.M. Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursdays at 7:30 P.M. The Worship Team practices at 7:45 A.M. on Sunday mornings. Speak with Jane Livingston for more information.

* 2017 BUDGET

Needed:     $262,000
Collected:  $   54,591       21% Collected
                   $207,409

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht, 
Garrett Connors

USHERS MARCH 26: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, 
Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

NURSERY TODAY: Deanna Ott

NURSERY MARCH 26: Patti Kuna and Carol Orton


CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, March 20
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   6:30 P.M. – Trustees

Tuesday, March 21
   7:30 P.M. – Preschool Board


Wednesday, March 22
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, March 23
   4:30 P.M. – Kids’ Choir Practice
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, March 24
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – NA
   7:00 P.M. – Preschool Art Auction

Sunday, March 26
   7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
   8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
   9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
 11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
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