First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
March 1, 2017 7:00 PM
Ash Wednesday
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able

GATHERING

SILENT PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Holy and loving god,
as we worship you today,
we long for your Spirit to both comfort and challenge us,
to help us become more holy and more loving.
In a world that does not understand repentance,
we pray for new understanding, humility, patience, and discipline
that will help us die to sin and live for Jesus.  Amen.

INVITATION TO WORSHIP	This Must Be the Place       Smith

* CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Our help is in the name of the LORD,
Congregation: who made heaven and earth.

Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for we shall praise him,
our help and our God.
—from Psalm 42:5; 124:8, NRSV

Brothers and sisters in Christ, every year at Easter, during the time of the “Christian Passover,” we celebrate our redemption through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration and to practice with discipline daily repentance, our daily dying and rising in union with Christ.

We begin this season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Let us worship God.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

Teach us, Lord, to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
—based on Psalm 90, NRSV

* HYMN                   Jesus Walked the Lonesome Valley                #80

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
As we approach the reading of God’s word, let us begin by preparing to receive God’s word in silence and then joining our voices together in prayer.
Silent Prayer
Let us pray.
God our helper, by your Holy Spirit open our minds, that as the scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may be led into your truth and be taught your will, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                		  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

* HYMN                      Sweet Hour Of Prayer (Hour Of Prayer)

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer
That calls me from a world of care
And bids me at my Father's throne
Make all my wants and wishes known
In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often found relief
And oft escaped the tempter's snare by thy return sweet hour of prayer
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer
The joys I feel, the bliss I share
Of those whose anxious spirits burn with strong desires for thy return
With such I hasten to the place. where God my Savior shows His face
And gladly take my station there and wait for thee sweet hour of prayer

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer
Thy wings shall my petition bear 
To Him whose truth and faithfulness engage the waiting soul to bless And since He bids me seek His face
Believe His Word and trust His grace 
I'll cast on Him my ev'ry care and wait for thee sweet hour of prayer
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NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                    II Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

RESPONSIVE READING 				      Psalm 51:1-17
Have mercy on me, O God,
   according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
   blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
   and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions,
   and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
   and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
   and blameless when you pass judgement. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty,
   a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

6 You desire truth in the inward being;*
   therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins,
   and blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
   and put a new and right* spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence,
   and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
   and sustain in me a willing* spirit. 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
   and sinners will return to you. 
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,
   O God of my salvation,
   and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

15 O Lord, open my lips,
   and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16 For you have no delight in sacrifice;
   if I were to give a burnt-offering, you would not be pleased. 
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God* is a broken spirit;
   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

MESSAGE 					                  

* HYMN OF RESPONSE                     Kyrie Eleison                 Insert

INVITATION TO OBSERVE LENTEN DISCIPLINE
Friends in Christ, every year at the time of the Christian Passover
we celebrate our redemption through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration and to renew our life in the paschal mystery.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance, and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of ashes. This ancient sign speaks of the frailty and uncertainty of human life, calls us to heartfelt repentance, and urges us to place our hope in God alone.

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve you and our neighbors. In this season of repentance, restore to us the joy of our salvation and strengthen us to face our mortality, that we may reach with confidence for your mercy, in Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC                      Search Me, Know Me             Cottrell

LITANY OF PENITENCE
Let us pray.
Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness:
The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives,
We confess to you, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of other people,
We confess to you, O God.

Our anger at our own frustration and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves,
We confess to you, O God.

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work,
We confess to you, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us,
We confess to you, O God.
Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done.
For our neglect of human need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,
Accept our repentance, O God.

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,
Accept our repentance, O God.

For our waste and pollution of your creation and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
Accept our repentance, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Favorably hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

* IMPOSITION OF ASHES
You are dust, and to dust you shall return.		         Genesis 3:19

PRAYER
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be for us a sign of our mortality and penitence, and a reminder that only by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

SENDING

* HYMN                      	  Search Me, Know Me

Search me know me, try me and see 
Ev'ry worthless affection hidden in me
All I'm asking for is that You'd cleanse me Lord

Create in me a heart that's clean
Conquer the power of secret shame
Come wash away the guilty stain of all my sin
Clothe me in robes of righteousness
Cover my nakedness with grace
All of my life before You now I humbly bring
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* BENEDICTION


DEPART IN SILENCE
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 DO NOT CAST ME AWAY 
from your presence, 
and do not take 
YOUR HOLY SPIRIT 
from me. 
Psalm 51:11
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