WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
July 9, 2017, 9:30 AM
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                Mighty to Save            Worship Team      
	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

MOMENT FOR MISSION                                           Steve Seymour

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION                 Barb Zorzie
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: God of all faithfulness, you have opened the gate of mercy for your people and are always ready to welcome those who turn to you. Look on us in your compassion, that we may gladly respond to your love and faithfully walk in your way through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE         Come, Great God of All the Ages      #132

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
Holy God, we groan at our weaknesses, and we ask forgiveness. Your Word is so clear, and your grace is so good. But we close our ears to your call, and with our perverse pride we foul the gifts you have given us. Like your servant Paul, we know what you require of us; yet, like Paul, what we do is not the good we want to do, and the evil we do not want to do, that evil we keep on doing. We mistreat those we love, and we dishonor you, the One who made us.
How long, O Lord, will we continue to ignore your will?
Yet you provide streams of living mercy; you invite us again and again to live renewed lives. So we turn once again to the cross, to the empty cross, to the stone rolled away, to our interceding Lord Jesus Christ seated at your right hand, to the gracious gift of your Spirit.

We seek your forgiveness through Jesus Christ, our Savior. We draw upon your promises, and we ask once again simply for mercy. With your Holy Spirit, sanctify us. Hear our prayer, O Lord, for we ask it in Christ’s name. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk485801077]ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.
For he knows how we were made; he remembers that we are dust.

But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting
on those who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children, to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his commandments.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
—Psalm 103:8, 13-14, 17-18, NRSV

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING            Lift High the Cross            #371

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING	

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                       Mark 7:31-37
Page 819 in pew Bible
MESSAGE 		

THE LORD’S SUPPER

* HYMN 			It’s Your Grace

You will save whom You will save; we're the lost and helpless ones 
The rebels and the renegades who spurned Your holy love 
You will save whom You will save; Mercy will be magnified 
Everyone has gone astray and followed after lies 
But You have loved us and opened our eyes
It's Your grace ― from beginning to the end 
It's Your grace ― we will never comprehend 
Why You drew the ones who ran from You 
What can we do but offer You praise?

You will save whom You will save; we were captive to our wills 
And if our hearts had not been changed we’d flee Your mercy still 
You will save whom You will save; Who can question what You do? You're the potter, we're the clay. You can make us as You choose 
And there is no one who boasts before You (Chorus)

You will save whom You will save; yet the promised hope remains 
You will rescue anyone who calls upon Your name
You will save whom You will save; faithful love won't be denied 
Christ has overcome the grave and for our sins He died 
And when He comes back His glory will shine (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 7001321 Bob Kauflin | Doug Plank © Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI)) CCLI License # 1496394

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                         My Life Is An Offering 
The Doxology						          #592
Prayer of Dedication 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD
Please eat the bread as you receive it.
SHARING OF THE CUP
Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH              The Nicene Creed (Traditional)
					     (page 15, Traditional Version)

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING		Arise, My Soul, Arise      
                        
Arise, my soul, arise shake off your guilty fears
The bleeding sacrifice on my behalf appears
Before the throne my Surety stands; 
Before the throne my Surety stands
My name is written on His hands
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise, arise, my soul, arise.
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise, arise, my soul, arise.
Shake off your guilty fears and rise

He ever lives above for me to intercede
His all-redeeming love, His precious blood to plead
His blood atoned for every race; His blood atoned for every race
And sprinkles now the throne of grace (Chorus)

Five bleeding wounds He bears received on Calvary
They pour effectual prayers; They strongly plead for me:
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, 
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry,
“Don’t let that ransomed sinner die!” (Chorus)

My God is reconciled, His pardoning voice I hear
He owns me for His child; I can no longer fear
With confidence I now draw nigh, with confidence I now draw nigh,
And “Father, Abba, Father,” cry. (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 2570138 Charles Wesley | Kevin Twit © Words: Public Domain  Music: 1996 Twit, Kevin CCLI License # 1496394

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE             

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The flowers today are given in celebration of
Sophie Tyler’s 15th birthday, with love from her family.


A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for worshipping with our church family! 

[bookmark: _Hlk483204351]IT’S CHERRY PIE TIME AND YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! There are jobs for ALL AGES in this annual endeavor. We will begin Monday, July 17 and continue each day through Friday, July 21. We also need transporters and sellers. Sign-up sheets are in the Assembly room. Please speak with Ashley Connors if you have any questions.

SIGN UP TO HELP SELL CHERRY PIES! These are the time slots that need filled: 
Tuesday, July 18:
5:00 P.M.-8:00 P.M. need 4 people
Wednesday, July 19:
8:00 P.M. – 11:00 P.M. need 2-3 people
Thursday, July 20:
5:00 P.M.-8:00 P.M. need 2 people
8:00 P.M. 11:00 P.M. need 2-3 people
Friday, July 21:
5:00-8:00 P.M. need 2 people
8:00 P.M. 11:00 P.M. need 3-4 people
Saturday, July 22: We need volunteers from Noon onward. No one has signed up yet!
need 4 people for  12:00 P.M. -3:00 P.M. 
need 2 people for 3:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M.
need 4 people for 5:00 P.M.-8:00 P.M.
need 2 people for 8:00 P.M.-11:00 P.M. 
Please call Jean LaFuria at 725-4277 or 490-2385 and leave a message if she is not able to answer.  Thank you!


BECOME A WORSHIP SERVICE READER. Serving as a worship service reader is a great way to get involved in the life of the church. Our service readers lead the congregation in the Call to Worship and the Prayer of Confession, along with Pastor Gregg. Pastor Gregg prepares everything for you and will review the service with you to ensure that you feel comfortable. Please consider helping and serving. Speak with Jane Livingston or Pastor Gregg if you’d like to be added to the schedule. Most service readers only are only scheduled two to three times per year so it’s not a large commitment. 

BRING IN YOUR GARDEN FLOWERS. As spring and summer flowers begin to bloom, please consider signing up to bring in a FRESH CUT BOUQUET from your garden to add the beauty of God’s creation to our sanctuary. We have lots of vases on hand. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside the office.

CHURCH OFFICE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for Thursday, July 13 and Friday, July 14.  Both days are from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. (or a portion thereof as you may be able). The office is air-conditioned. In lieu of volunteer assistance, the office will be closed these days. Please call Patti if you can help: 725-8641 or email her: office@fpcne.org. Thank you to those who have already signed up to help!

COFFEE HOUR GOODIES NEEDED Snacks are needed for our Coffee Hour. As you are able, please consider bringing any kind of cookies, quick breads, cupcakes, donuts, pies, coffee cake, etc. Also, please consider hosting the coffee hour. The signup sheet is posted on the bulletin board outside of the church office. Thank you in advance! 

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

* 2017 BUDGET

Needed:      $262,000
Collected:   $144,673      55% Collected
                   $117,327

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 



USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern, Dianne Tyler, 
Sophie Tyler

USHERS JULY 16: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht,  
Garrett Connors

NURSERY TODAY: Bev and Al Walz

NURSERY JULY 16:  Carol Orton and TBA


[bookmark: _GoBack]
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Wednesday, July 12
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, July 13
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, July 14
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, July 16
   8:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
   9:30 A.M. – Worship Service
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