WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the south and east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
January 15, 2017, 11:00 A.M.
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                    
	  	
INVITATION TO WORSHIP           Love Divine                   Bell Choir
Arr by Horsley 

WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION                
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: O most merciful Redeemer, friend, and brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE      Called As Partners in Christ’s Service        #343

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Lord Jesus Christ, you came to serve. As you came to a blind man and gave him sight, come to us in our darkness and show us the things we cannot see. As you came to a man tormented in his mind and gave him peace and healing, come to us in our tensions and make us whole. As you came to Lazarus, who was dead, and brought him from the grave, come to us in our deadness and bring us to real life now with our living Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, you came not to be served but to serve. But we see life the other way round: to get where we do not give,
to exploit whom we have not helped, to use what we have not earned. As you came to a dying thief and promised him paradise, come to us now in forgiveness and give us hope. In your name, Lord, we pray. Amen.

LAMENT 			The Power Of Your Love

Lord I come to You Let my heart be changed renewed
Flowing from the grace that I found in You
And Lord I've come to know the weaknesses I see in me
Will be stripped away by the pow’r of Your love

Hold me close let Your love surround me
Bring me near, draw me to Your side
And as I wait I’ll rise up like the eagle, and I will soar with You, 
Your Spirit leads me on in the pow’r of Your love

Lord unveil my eyes, let me see You face to face
The knowledge of Your love as You live in me
Lord renew my mind as Your will unfolds in my life
In living ev’ry day by the pow'r of Your love (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 917491 Geoff Bullock © 1992 Word Music, LLC (Admin. by Word Music Group, Inc.)
Maranatha! Music (Admin. by Maranatha! Music) CCLI License # 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: Hear the good news: “To all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.”
John 1:12,13
Congregation:  In Jesus Christ we are God’s children!
	
PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                   Mark 3:31-35
Page 815 in the pew Bible
MESSAGE                                          

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	   	               Let It Be Said of Us

Let it be said of us that the Lord was our passion,
That with gladness we bore ev’ry cross we were given;
That we fought the good fight, that we finished the course
Knowing within us the pow’r of the risen Lord.

Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song,
By mercy made holy, by the Spirit made strong.
Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song
‘Til the likeness of Jesus be through us made known.
Let the cross be our glory and the Lord be our song.

Let it be said of us, we were marked by forgiveness.
We were known by our love and delighted in meekness.
We were ruled by His peace, heeding unity’s call
Joined as one body that Christ would be seen by all. (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 1855882. © 1994, 1999 Maranatha Praise, Inc.\Word Music, Inc. (Admin. by The Copyright Company). Steve Fry. CCLI License No. 1496394
	
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.


OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                      Gaudium 	                           Bell Choir
Arr by Wagner 
 Prayer of Dedication 


SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING       My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less     #379

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE                          

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS from Bob Murray. He is assured of  God’s presence and sees Him at work bringing comfort, healing and restoration. Please continue praying. 

SUBMIT YOUR NEWS FOR THE FEBRUARY EXCITER! The deadline for the newsletter is Friday, January 20. 

JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF PRAISING GOD IN SONG!  Listen to local artist and songwriter, Bob Shorts, proclaim the Good News of Christ’s salvation. Bob will lead us in praise to the King with his wonderful voice and guitar this evening at 6:00 P.M. There will be refreshments following the program provided by the Fellowship Committee.
 
MAKE ROOM FOR HOMECOOKED SPAGHETTI immediately following the 11 A.M. worship service on January 22. All proceeds will go toward our 2017 mission trip!

SQUARE CIRCLE will meet this Wednesday, January 18, at 7:00 P.M. at the home of Wanda Cochrane, 85 Niagara Street. We will be discussing the chapter "Embrace Faith" in Liz Curtis Higgs' book, Embrace Grace.  Please join us for an evening of devotion, prayer and fellowship.

2016 GIVING STATEMENTS are now available for pickup in the Assembly Room. Thank you for picking yours up promptly so our church may save on postage.

THE LIBRARY BOARD will meet January 23 at 10 A.M.

IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO GET MORE INVOLVED AT FPCNE, our Music Ministry welcomes you to join one of our choirs. Bell Choir rehearsals are held on Thursdays at 5:45 P.M. Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursdays at 7:30 P.M. The Worship Team practices at 7:45 A.M. on Sunday mornings. Speak with Jane Livingston for more information.
HOW HAS GOD TOUCHED YOUR LIFE? Do you have a story to share about how God has moved in your life? Pastor Gregg would like to hear it and perhaps you could share your faith testimony with the congregation. Please phone, email or speak with Pastor Gregg personally.
JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Our Sunday School hour is held from 9:45 to 10:45 A.M. We have classes for all ages. Kirk Kids is offered during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

FINAL FOR 2016
Needed:   	   $212,807
Collected:  	   $210,466     99% Collected
                  	   $  - 2,341
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2017 PLEDGES
Needed:    	   $197,634
Collected: 	   $  13,000     7% Collected
                           $184,634

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 


USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht,  
Garrett Connors 

USHERS JANUARY 22: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount,
Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

NURSERY TODAY: Krissy Cole-Lane and Julie Cole

NURSERY JANUARY 22: Paul and Barb Zorzie


CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, January 16
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  6:30 P.M. – Trustees

Tuesday, January 17
  7:30 P.M. – Preschool Board

Wednesday, January 18
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, January 19
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
  7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
  8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, January 20
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, January 22
  8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
  9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
12:00 P.M. – Spaghetti Lunch
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