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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the south and east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
January 1, 2017, 11:00 A.M.
First Sunday after Christmas / New Year’s Day
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                    Song for a New Year             Smith
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION 
Mary Ann Reid-Boyd

Leader: Long ago, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; now God has spoken to us by a Son. God made the world through the Son, who has been appointed heir of all things and the perfect reflection of God’s glory. The Son is the exact representation of God’s being, sustaining all things by his powerful Word. Praise God for the gift of the Son. We welcome the light of the world!
—based on Hebrews 1:1-3

Congregation: Everlasting God, you brought the nations to your light and kings to the brightness of your rising. Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all the nations, through him who is the true light and the bright morning star, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE             	We Three Kings of Orient Are           #66


PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
The light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. Let us confess our sin to God.
—based on John 3:19, NRSV

God of light,
we have been so blind when truth has been so clear.
When we could have looked ahead, we fell behind.
When we could have viewed the wider picture, we saw only a part.
When we could have sensed the Spirit leading, we missed the way.
Forgive our dim apprehension of love’s clear leading.
Give us faith that trusts when it cannot see,
through the light that lingers when all else fails,
even the bright Morning Star of our faith,
Jesus Christ, the Savior. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
—John 1:9, 12, NIV

* SONG OF THANKGIVING    		Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God breathe new life into my willing soul
Let the presence of the risen Lord 
Come renew my heart and make me whole
Cause Your word to come alive in me 
Give me faith for what I cannot see
Give me passion for Your purity, Holy Spirit breathe new life in me

Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude
Kindness to the greatest and the least
Gentleness that sows the path of peace
Turn my strivings into works of grace
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do

Holy Spirit from creation's birth, giving life to all that God has made
Show Your power once again on earth
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise, lead us on the road of sacrifice
That in unity the face of Christ may be clear for all the world to see

CCLI Song # 4779872 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2006 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                     Mark 3:7-19
Page 814 in the pew Bible

MESSAGE                                          

THE LORD’S SUPPER

* HYMN 	   Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore               #377

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory      	        
Prayer of Dedication 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD
Please eat the bread as you receive it.
SHARING OF THE CUP
Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH		         The Apostles’ Creed
					     (page 14, Traditional Version)

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING                    God of Our Life                  #275

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE                          Masters in the Hall                      Smith

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES are on hiatus and will resume
January 8, 2017 at 9:45 A.M.

IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO GET MORE INVOLVED AT FPCNE, our Music Ministry welcomes you to join one of our choirs. Bell Choir rehearsals are held on Thursdays at 5:45 P.M. Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. The Worship Team practices at 7:45 A.M. on Sunday mornings. Speak with Jane Livingston for more information.

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED tomorrow, Monday, January 2, 2017. 

ATTENTION ALL TREASURERS: Your year-end financial report is due to the church office by January 13, 2017. Thank you for your timeliness, as this makes our auditors’ jobs easier.

JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Our Sunday School hour is held from 9:45 to 10:45 A.M. We have classes for all ages. Kirk Kids is offered during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.
2016 PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected		$ 207,812      98% Collected
                   		  $   4,995


PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS


We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 


USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES


USHERS TODAY: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Sophie Tyler


USHERS JANUARY 8: Bob & Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern, Vivian Daughrity


NURSERY TODAY: Jean, Ali, and Brendan Bahm


NURSERY JANUARY 8: Selina and Dave Uglow




























(Calendar on reverse)
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, January 2
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday, January 4
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, January 5
  5:45 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
  7:00 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
  8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, January 6
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  7:00 P.M. – NA
Sunday, January 8
  7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
  8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
  9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
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