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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the south and east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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Transfiguration of the Lord
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                    
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend


* CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION                   Don Tyler

Leader: Let us worship God

Congregation: God of goodness and grace, we long for your presence,
for the peace your promises bring, and for the assurances we have received through the gift of your Son.

May we, your people, this day and every day, have open eyes to see
and open ears to hear your presence among us.

Open us to your Holy Spirit, Lord, and prepare us for worship. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE    	  O Sing a Song of Bethlehem           #308

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 	
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken world. The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and pollute the seas. The fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation. We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and turn them into bonds of oppression.
Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Your sins are forgiven.

I believe that God, because of Christ’s atonement, will never hold against me any of my sins nor my sinful nature, which I need to struggle against all my life. Rather, in his grace God grants me the righteousness of Christ to free me forever from judgment.
—based on Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 56

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING		Amazing Grace         #280

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                   Mark 5:21-43
Page 816 in the pew Bible
MESSAGE                              
            
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	          	              It's Your Grace

You will save whom You will save; we’re the lost and helpless ones
The rebels and the renegades who spurned Your holy love
You will save whom You will save; mercy will be magnified
Everyone has gone astray and followed after lies
But You have loved us and opened our eyes

It’s Your grace… from beginning to the end
It’s Your grace… we will never comprehend
Why You drew the ones who ran from You
What can we do but offer You praise

You will save whom You will save; we were captive to our wills
And if our hearts had not been changed, we’d flee Your mercy still
You will save whom You will save; who can question what You do
You’re the potter we’re the clay, You can make us as You choose
And there is no one who boasts before You (Chorus)

You will save whom You will save, yet the promised hope remains
You will rescue anyone who calls upon Your name
You will save whom You will save; faithful love won't be denied
Christ has overcome the grave and for our sins He died
And when He comes back His glory will shine (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 7001321 Bob Kauflin | Doug Plank © Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI)) CCLI License # 1496394

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory          	     Great Is the Lord                          Hart
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING		The Lord Is My Salvation                       

The grace of God has reached for me
And pulled me from the raging sea
And I am safe on this solid ground—the Lord is my salvation

I will not fear when darkness falls; 
His strength will help me scale these walls
I’ll see the dawn of the rising sun—the Lord is my salvation

Who is like the Lord our God; strong to save faithful in love
My debt is paid and the victory won; the Lord is my salvation
My hope is hidden in the Lord; He flow’rs each promise of His Word
When winter fades, I know spring will come—the Lord is my salvation

In times of waiting, times of need; when I know loss when I am weak
I know His grace will renew these days—the Lord is my salvation
(Chorus)

And when I reach the final day; He will not leave me in the grave
But I will rise He will call me home—the Lord is my salvation
(Chorus)
Glory be to God the Father. Glory be to God the Son
Glory be to God the Spirit—The Lord is our salvation. 
(Repeat)

CCLI Song # 7063694. Jonas Myrin | Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Nathan Nockels © 2016 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE                          

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY IS THE LIBRARY TEA in concert with Library Promotion Month. Join us in the Assembly Room following the worship service for refreshments and an opportunity to check out some special books. 

LENT STARTS THIS WEEK. Plan to attend a special Ash Wednesday service this Wednesday, March 3 at 7 P.M. 

ARE YOU BETWEEN THE AGES OF 12 AND 112? If so, you are invited to become part of our 2017 Mission Team to Philippi, West Virginia.  This year's Mission week will begin on Sunday, July 9th.  Please see Donna Banks if you are being called to serve the poor.

LOST AND FOUND: Are you missing dishes or food storage containers? If so, please claim yours from the accumulation of items in the kitchenette. 

WE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR MORE BELL RINGERS. Now is a great time to join as we are learning new music and starting to prepare for Lent. Bell Practice is on Thursday evenings at 6:00 P.M. and we play in worship about once per month. Please speak with Jane Livingston for more information. Youth from grade 7 and up and all adults (women and men!) are welcome. We’d love to add a few more numbers to our little group. 

ARE YOU OR IS SOMEONE YOU KNOW IN NEED OF HOME REPAIR? “Group Work Camp,” a national Christian youth mission group is coming to North East June 26-30, 2017 to improve area homes. Applications are available in the church office. All approved projects are free, and 99% of applications are approved. Possible projects include: Porch/steps, skirting/underpinning, winterization, painting, wheelchair ramp. Do not wait to apply as applications are already being processed.

IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO GET MORE INVOLVED AT FPCNE, our Music Ministry welcomes you to join one of our choirs. Bell Choir rehearsals are held on Thursdays at 6:00 P.M. Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursdays at 7:30 P.M. The Worship Team practices at 7:45 A.M. on Sunday mornings. Speak with Jane Livingston for more information.

JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Our Sunday School hour is held from 9:45 to 10:45 A.M. We have classes for all ages. Kirk Kids is offered during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

* 2017 BUDGET

Needed:     $262,000
Collected:   $ 45,903      17.5% 
       $216,097

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 
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USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

USHERS MARCH 5: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, 
Dianne Tyler, Sophie Tyler

NURSERY TODAY: Debra & Scott DeVore and Taylor Alcorn

NURSERY MARCH 5: Beth and Steve Seymour

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, February 27
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – Session

Wednesday, March 1
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – Ash Wednesday Worship Service
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, March 2
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, March 3
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Saturday, March 4
   8:30 A.M. – Sub-committee on Building Needs

Sunday, March 5
   7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
   8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
   9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
 11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
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