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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (www.fpcne.org). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC       And the Glory of the Lord      G.F. Handel
   	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

PREPARATON FOR WORSHIP  		             Vivian Daughrity

* CALL TO WORSHIP					 Psalm 148
Leader: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 

Congregation: Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. He established them for ever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!  Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!  Young men and women alike, old and young together! 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven.  He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel who are close to him.

Praise the Lord! 

* CAROLS	                 Angels We Have Heard on High               #23 
    The First Nowell (v. 1-4)            		#56
			  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Holy God, you sent a star to guide the Magi to the child Jesus. We confess that we have not followed the light of your Word. We have not searched for signs of your love in the world or trusted your good news to be good. We have failed to praise your Son’s birth
and refused his peace on earth. We have expected little
and hoped for less. 

Forgive our doubt and renew is us all fine desires, that we may watch and wait and once more hear the glad story of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the Lord.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                        
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Titus 1:15

* CAROL 		Good Christian Friends, Rejoice         	#28

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CAROL		   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly			#37

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

CAROL                    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                   #38

SCRIPTURE LESSON			             Isaiah 61:10-62:3

CAROL	              	 What Child is This?                           #53
					     
SCRIPTURE LESSON			                 Galatians 4:4-7

CAROL	              O Little Town of Bethlehem                         #44

SCRIPTURE LESSON				        Luke 2:21-40

MESSAGE                           

* CAROL	 	 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing	            #31

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
  	Offertory                        
	Prayer of Dedication

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* CAROL 		 Joy to the World		                        #40
Go, Tell It on the Mountain       	            #29

* BENEDICTION
    
* POSTLUDE  	        The Hallelujah Chorus             G.F. Handel



ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE ANGELS IN THE SANCTUARY ARE AVAILABLE for a minimum donation of $25.  The money collected will be sent to the Presbytery fund for Josh Heikkila who is our regional liaison for West Africa.  Josh is in need of a car and the Presbytery will match donations that are designated for him. 

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED tomorrow, Monday, January 1. Regular hours will resume on Tuesday, January 2. 

ATTENTION ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Your annual committee report is due to the church office by January 8, 2018.

ATTENTION ALL TREASURERS: Your year-end financial report is due to the church office by January 15, 2018. Thank you for your timeliness, as this makes our auditors’ jobs easier.

THERE WILL BE A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NEXT SUNDAY, January 7 following the worship service for the purpose of electing a deacon.

SERVE THE CHURCH BY JOINING ONE OF OUR MUSIC MINISTRY GROUPS. Our Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Worship Team, and Kid’s Praise welcome new members. We continue to look for a new drummer, bass player, and vocalist(s) to rebuild our band. Bell Choir practices on Thursdays at 6:00 P.M., Chancel Choir practices on Thursdays at 7:30 P.M., and the Worship Team practices on Sunday mornings before worship. Please speak with Jane Livingston if you or if you know of anyone who might be interested. 

TO DONATE TO THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND IN MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF A LOVED ONE, please include a note with your pledge card and/or check. Pledge cards are available in the Assembly room. 

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings. 






* 2017 BUDGET as of December 20, 2017
Needed:     $ 262,000
Collected:  $ 270,625   103% Collected
      	      $     8,625      Over

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.


PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 


USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Jerry Weinheimer, Bob Murray, Tom Schenker

USHERS JANUARY 7: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Sophie Tyler

NURSERY TODAY: Nancy Weinheimer

NURSERY JANUARY 7: Dennis and Sandy Drab































[bookmark: _GoBack]CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, January 1
  OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday, January 3
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, January 4
  6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir
  7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir
  8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, January 5
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, January 7
   8:00 A.M. – Men’s Group
   9:00 A.M. – Kids’ Praise in the Sanctuary
   9:15 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. –Sunday School for All Ages
 10:00 A.M. – Fellowship/Coffee/Refreshments
 10:30 A.M. –Worship Service
 11:30 A.M. – Congregational Meeting
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