 WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS BLUE, which is used during the penitential and preparation seasons of Advent and Lent.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.


First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
December 17, 2017, 10:30 AM
Third Sunday of Advent
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP     God With Us     Worship Team

[bookmark: _Hlk494873194]*CALL TO WORSHIP 				Brooks Townsend
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: God of all hope and joy, open our hearts in welcome, that your Son, Jesus Christ, at his coming may find in us a dwelling prepared for him, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE	           Angels, from the Realms of Glory        #22


PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
[bookmark: _Hlk485801077]Prepare the way of the Lord!  Let us make our confession to God.
While we ask, Lord, for the most meaningful Advent season ever, we sadly confess having done so little with so much. Forgive us Lord, for not bending the knee, for not reading your Word, for not searching our hearts, for not facing our sins. Forgive us according to your tender mercies, O God!

Grant that when Christmas morning breaks for us this year,
we may have a fresh sense of your presence and a renewed resolve to live to the praise of Christ’s glory. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior, Jesus Christ, came among us in great humility, will sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin.
In Jesus Christ, we are saved from our sin!

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING          My Soul Magnifies the Lord

Good news of great joy for every woman every man
This will be a sign to you a baby born in Bethlehem
Come and worship do not be afraid

A company of angels; glory in the highest
And on the earth a peace among those on whom His favor rests
Come and worship, do not be afraid

My soul, my soul magnifies the Lord, my soul magnifies the Lord 
He has done great things for me, great things for me

Unto you a child is born, unto us a Son is given
Let every heart prepare His throne. Let every nation under heaven
Come and worship, do not be afraid [CHORUS]

Wonderful, Counselor; Everlasting Father
Wonderful, Counselor; Everlasting Father [CHORUS]

CCLI Song No. 5601671. © 2009 worshiptogether.com songs | sixsteps Music | Vamos Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Chris Tomlin | Daniel Carson. CCLI License No. 1496394

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING AND 
LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 	

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                  Matthew 1:18-25
(Page 783 in pew Bible)

MESSAGE 	             “Angels: Messengers of Salvation” 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

[bookmark: _Hlk497719321][bookmark: _Hlk498329953]* HYMN 	              Have You Heard? (Verses 1-3)          See insert
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory               		Good News                       Kirkland
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING                  The Lord Is My Salvation

The grace of God has reached for me and pulled me from the raging sea
And I am safe on this solid ground; the Lord is my salvation

I will not fear when darkness falls; 
His strength will help me scale these walls
I'll see the dawn of the rising sun; the Lord is my salvation

Who is like the Lord our God; strong to save faithful in love
My debt is paid and the victory won; the Lord is my salvation

My hope is hidden in the Lord; He flow'rs each promise of His Word
When winter fades I know spring will come; the Lord is my salvation

In times of waiting times of need; when I know loss when I am weak
I know His grace will renew these days; the Lord is my salvation
[CHORUS] 

And when I reach the final day; He will not leave me in the grave
But I will rise He will call me home; the Lord is my salvation
[CHORUS]

Glory be to God the Father; Glory be to God the Son
Glory be to God the Spirit; the Lord is our salvation [REPEAT]

CCLI Song # 7063694. Jonas Myrin | Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Nathan Nockels © 2016 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394
* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE             

ANNOUNCEMENTS


Gifts toward the Capital Campaign Fund
have been made in loving memory of:

Don Campbell
James Meehl
James Meehl
Sibyl Hinman
Tom Kraut
Sandy Wright
Charlotte & Harold Weinheimer in honor of their wonderful legacy
Our parents: Mr. and Mrs. Charles Laing and 
Mr. and Mrs. Quincy Brostmeyer
Charles Burlingame
Ila Burlingame
Jon Burlingame
My father (Elder of the church) and my sister


TO DONATE TO THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND IN MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF A LOVED ONE, please include a note with your pledge card and/or check. Pledge cards are available in the Assembly room. 

PLAN TO BE HERE NEXT SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M. FOR OUR MULTI-CHOIR CANTATA.  Entitled “Angels We Have Heard,” this year’s cantata is an inspiring combination of Christmas favorites, praise and worship choruses, and new songs, all focused on the angels who first proclaimed the Messiah’s birth. Participants in the cantata include our Chancel Choir, Worship Team, Hand Bell Choir and Kids’ Choir. 

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings. 
SERVE THE CHURCH BY JOINING ONE OF OUR MUSIC MINISTRY GROUPS. Our Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Worship Team, and Kid’s Praise welcome new members. We continue to look for a new drummer, bass player, and vocalist(s) to rebuild our band. Bell Choir practices on Thursdays at 6:00 P.M., Chancel Choir practices on Thursdays at 7:30 P.M., and the Worship Team practices on Sunday mornings before worship. Please speak with Jane Livingston if you or if you know of anyone who might be interested. 

PLANNING AHEAD: ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
This year’s Advent theme is “Messengers of Grace: Life in an Angel-Filled World.” Each year at this time we are met by angels in the Gospel stories about Jesus' birth. Who and what are angels? Do they really exist? If so, how does God use them? Come to each of these worship services and discover a reality that is deeper and richer than you could have ever imagined: the reality of God's grace, God's greatness, God's salvation, and God's joy in Jesus Christ. 

· December 24 at 10:30 A.M. - Christmas Cantata and Worship Service, “Angels We Have Heard,” with our Chancel Choir, Worship Team, Bell Choir, and Kids’ Praise participating.

· December 24 at 7:30 P.M. – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

· Monday, December 25 at 10:30 A.M. – Christmas Morning Worship Service

· December 31 at 10:30 A.M. – Sunday Worship Service with Readings and Carols

CONVENIENT PRINTED INVITATIONS ARE AVAILABLE to make it easy for you to invite others to our annual Christmas musical worship service, slated for Sunday, December 24 at 10:30 A.M. The invitations are in the Assembly room. Help yourself to as many as you plan to use, then come back for more!

ANGEL TREE BOOKS! If you wish to donate to a book to the library in honor or memory of a loved one or friend, just fill out the tag and place it on the tree. Checks may be made out to: Gertrude Bostwick Memorial Library. Please give your check(s) to Jan Trojanowski or Kitty Hurlburt.
VOLUNTEERS REQUESTED TO ANSWER THE PHONE and perform light office work from 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. (or any part thereof) on Wednesday, December 27 and/or Thursday, December 28, as our secretary will be taking some time off. If you are interested, please see Patti in the office or call her at: 725-8641. Thank you!

THE DATES HAVE CHANGED FOR THE 2018 WORLD VISION MISSION TRIP TO WEST VIRGINIA. The new dates are July 15 through July 21, 2018. Please see Donna Banks if you are interested in participating in fundraising and/or the trip itself. 

* 2017 BUDGET 
Needed:     $262,000
Collected:  $261,262      99% Collected
                  $       738

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.


PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 


USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht,  
Garrett Connors 

USHERS DECEMBER 24 MORNING: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

USHERS DECEMBER 24 EVENING: TBA

NURSERY TODAY: Maddie and Debbie Hartner

NURSERY DECEMBER 24 MORNING:

NURSERY DECEMBER 24: Dave Meehl 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, December 18
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   6:30 P.M. – Trustees

Wednesday, December 20
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise 
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, December 21
 10:45 A.M. – Preschool Christmas Program
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, December 22
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise 
10:45 A.M. – Preschool Christmas Program
   2:15 P.M. – Preschool Christmas Program
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, December 24
   8:00 A.M. – Men’s Group
   9:00 A.M. – Kids’ Praise in the Sanctuary
   9:15 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. –Sunday School for All Ages
 10:00 A.M. – Fellowship/Coffee/Refreshments
 10:30 A.M. – Christmas Cantata Worship Service
 11:30 A.M. – Special Community Coffee Hour
   7:30 P.M. – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
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