 WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS BLUE, which is used during the penitential and preparation seasons of Advent and Lent.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.


First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
December 24, 2017, 10:30 AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP       ANGEL JAM           KIDS PRAISE
		
*CALL TO WORSHIP 				        Dianne Tyler
LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE 	
[bookmark: _Hlk494873194]
* OPENING PRAISE	                  ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY
                                                    ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH / GLORIA 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD: 
ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD                           

ANNOUNCEMENT  					            LUKE 2:8-10

JOY TO THE WORLD WITH SHOUT FOR JOY                   CHANCEL CHOIR
GLORY HALLELUJAH                                               SOLO: CINDY CARLSON 
GOOD NEWS						 KIRKLAND

THE GOOD NEWS					         LUKE 2:11-12

WHAT A GLORIOUS NIGHT?                               SOLO: JANE LIVINGSTON
FUM, FUM, FUM                                                                               BELL CHOIR
HIS NAME SHALL BE				     WORSHIP TEAM
GLORY TO GOD! 					          LUKE 2:13,14

GLORIA (OUR SAVIOR FOUND US)		        SOLO: LESLEY HAZEN
BORN IS THE KING (IT’S CHRISTMAS)          SOLO: NATHAN CARLSON

LET US GO AND SEE					         LUKE 2:15-19

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

[bookmark: _Hlk497719321][bookmark: _Hlk498329953]* HYMN 	              HAVE YOU HEARD? (VERSES 1-4)         See insert

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

GIVING OUR TENTH AND THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
Offertory     ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH        BETTCHER
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING             O, COME LET US ADORE HIM

O, come let us adore Him. O, come let us adore Him. 
O, come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

For You alone are worthy. For You alone are worthy. 
For You alone are worthy, Christ the Lord

We’ll give You all the glory. We’ll give You all the glory.
We’ll give You all the glory, Christ the Lord, Christ the Lord.

* BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE	           IT’S CHRISTMASTIME                     YANCY           
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JOIN US THIS EVENING, CHRISTMAS DAY AND NEW YEAR’S EVE DAY FOR WORSHIP. 
· December 24 at 7:30 P.M. – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
· Monday, December 25 at 10:30 A.M. – Christmas Morning Worship Service
· December 31 at 10:30 A.M. – Sunday Worship Service with Readings and Carols

ANGEL TREE BOOKS! If you wish to donate to a book to the library in honor or memory of a loved one or friend, just fill out the tag and place it on the tree. Checks may be made out to: Gertrude Bostwick Memorial Library. Please give your check(s) to Jan Trojanowski or Kitty Hurlburt.

PASTOR GREGG WILL BE WORKING THIS WEEK, ALTHOUGH THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED Tuesday, December 26 through Monday, January 1. 

ATTENTION ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Your annual committee report is due to the church office by January 8, 2018.

ATTENTION ALL TREASURERS: Your year-end financial report is due to the church office by January 15, 2018. Thank you for your timeliness, as this makes our auditors’ jobs easier.

SERVE THE CHURCH BY JOINING ONE OF OUR MUSIC MINISTRY GROUPS. Our Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Worship Team, and Kid’s Praise welcome new members. We continue to look for a new drummer, bass player, and vocalist(s) to rebuild our band. Bell Choir practices on Thursdays at 6:00 P.M., Chancel Choir practices on Thursdays at 7:30 P.M., and the Worship Team practices on Sunday mornings before worship. Please speak with Jane Livingston if you or if you know of anyone who might be interested. 

TO DONATE TO THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND IN MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF A LOVED ONE, please include a note with your pledge card and/or check. Pledge cards are available in the Assembly room. 
“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings. 

* 2017 BUDGET 
Needed:     $ 262,000
Collected:  $ 270,625   103% Collected
                  $     8,625      Over

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.


PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 


USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Al Walz, Lynn Peterson, Steve Seymour, 
Cole Elkin 

USHERS DECEMBER 31: Jerry Weinheimer, Bob Murray, 
Tom Schenker

[bookmark: _GoBack]NURSERY TODAY: Open for use but unstaffed

NURSERY DECEMBER 31: Nancy Weinheimer


















CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, December 25
   10:30 A.M. – Christmas Day Worship

Tuesday, December 26
  OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday, December 27
  OFFICE CLOSED
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, December 28
  OFFICE CLOSED
 8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, December 29
  OFFICE CLOSED
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, December 31
10:30 A.M. – New Year’s Day Worship Service
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