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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC        
	For Unto Us a Child is Born			 Arr. Bill Wolaver
	O Holy Night!					 Arr. Bill Wolaver
	How Beautiful Are the Feet of Them		          G.F. Handel
	Noel, Noel!					               J.S. Bach
	Break Forth Into Joy			   		   J.S. Bach
	“Overture” from Unto Us a Child is Born	               J.S. Bach

WELCOME					   Pastor Gregg Townsend

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
 	                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel             Worship Team

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 						       Ben McAuley

Leader: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness but have the light of life.”
Congregation: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For the darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
—Isaiah 60:1-3, NRSV

Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation.
Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

* CAROLS    		            Joy to the World		            #40
O Come, All Ye Faithful		#41

SPECIAL MUSIC	           Glory, Hallelujah               Chancel Choir
Solo: Cindy Carlson

* CAROL	                   Angels We Have Heard on High		#23

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SPECIAL MUSIC	                  Fum, Fum, Fum                 Bell Choir

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Mighty God, the shepherds of old were full of your praises, saying that all they had heard and seen was mirrored by what they had been told. Move among us now with your Holy Spirit, that we too might hear and experience the wonder and joy of the living Word as we seek to welcome the written Word into our lives. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

SCRIPTURE			                                              Luke 2:8-20
	
MESSAGE  		          “Angels: Messengers of Joy”    

* ADVENT SONG	                     Have You Heard?                  Insert

SPECIAL MUSIC	   Angels We Have Heard on High	    Bettcher

RESPONDING TO THE WORD                      
  
CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYER

* CAROL                 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear                      #38

SPECIAL MUSIC	  Born Is the King (It’s Christmas)         Sherman
Solo: Nathan Carlson

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
Let us now continue worshipping God by gathering our tithes and offerings. God loves a cheerful giver.
We give with joyful hearts!

	Offertory      	      Make Room               Casting Crowns/Maher     
Prayer of Dedication
	
Loving God we are grateful for the gift of your Son.  Bless now this offering which we have gathered.
Amen.

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* CAROL 			 Silent Night, Holy Night

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: "Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born."

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing: "Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

* BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE		          O Holy Night		   Adolphe Adam

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

MAY YOUR HEART BE LIFTED IN PRAISE THIS CHRISTMAS 
for the wonderful gift of Jesus and the joy and peace He brings to our lives. Have a wonderful Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

CHRISTMAS MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
Please join us at 10:30 A.M. on Christmas morning for a special worship service. Pastor Gregg will conclude his “Messengers of Grace: Life in an Angel-filled World” series, “Angels: Servants of the Son,” and we’ll sing some favorite Christmas carols and celebrate communion.

END 2017 AND USHER IN 2018 by joining us for a special worship service filled with readings and carols on December 31, 2017 at 10:30 A.M. We also have weekday opportunities for study, service, and fellowship. Check our bulletin boards, our website (www.fpcne.org), “Like” us on Facebook for updates, or call the church office (814-725-8641) for more information.
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