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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south sides of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC              
	  	
WELCOME					        Elder Steve Seymour

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION                    Beth Poor     
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: With you, gracious God, we move into this time of worship, grateful that you are never farther than the reach of our need and our prayer. You who tower over the universe are yet intimately present, always renewing the face of the earth, always renewing the faith of your children.

Now, in your mercy, make your way past all that worries and distracts us to lodge in us anew and to center our small worship on your great glory. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE                Morning Has Broken	          #469

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
[bookmark: _Hlk485801077]For the times we have lied to one another and the times we have been lied to,
heal us, Jesus, Savior of the world.

For the times we have laughed at another’s pain and the times we have been laughed at,
heal us, Jesus, Savior of the world.

For the times we have spoken when we should have remained silent and the times we have remained silent when we should have spoken,
heal us, Jesus, Savior of the world.

For the times we have not respected another’s freedom to be different from us,
heal us, Jesus, Savior of the world.

For the times we have betrayed a friend and the times we have been betrayed,
heal us, Jesus, Savior of the world.

O God of heaven and earth, you emptied yourself of your power
and became a helpless baby in order that you might heal the sick world. Teach us to empty ourselves of the things that destroy us and keep us alone. Empty us of our jealousy, of our meanness,
of our fear of others. For Jesus’ sake. Amen.

LAMENT		Eternal Father, Strong to Save                      #562

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant;
I formed you, you are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, and your sins like mist; return to me, for I have redeemed you.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
—Isaiah 44:21-22, NRSV

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING	

SCRIPTURE	 	          1 Corinthians 6:19-20 and Romans 12:3-8                      
Page 929 and 922 in pew Bible


[bookmark: _GoBack]MESSAGE 		Church Wellness	        Elder Steve Seymour

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 		Leaning on the Everlasting Arms	

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!
 
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the Everlasting Arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms! (Chorus)

What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms!
I have peace complete with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms! (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 31779 Anthony Johnson Showalter | Elisha Albright Hoffman © Words: Public Domain 
Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 1496394

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory                           
Prayer of Dedication 


SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING	    There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit          #398

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE             


ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU FOR SHARON WHEELER for leading us in worship today and sharing her musical gifts. 

A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for worshipping with our church family!

THE MEN’S GROUP is on break for the month of August.

ARTICLES FOR THE SEPTEMBER EXCITER are due today.

BRING IN YOUR GARDEN FLOWERS. As spring and summer flowers begin to bloom, please consider signing up to bring in a FRESH CUT BOUQUET from your garden to add the beauty of God’s creation to our sanctuary. We have lots of vases on hand. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside the office.

BECOME A WORSHIP SERVICE READER. Serving as a worship service reader is a great way to get involved in the life of the church. Our service readers lead the congregation in the Call to Worship and the Prayer of Confession, along with Pastor Gregg. Pastor Gregg prepares everything for you and will review the service with you to ensure that you feel comfortable. Please consider helping and serving. Speak with Jane Livingston or Pastor Gregg if you’d like to be added to the schedule. Most service readers only are only scheduled two to three times per year so it’s not a large commitment. 

OUR MUSIC MINISTRY NEEDS YOUR HELP Our Worship Team is losing most of our band members due to college, moving and other commitments. We are in need of a drummer, bass player, guitar players, and vocalist(s). We have been blessed to have two of our youth, Zach Rogers and Mark Townsend, on drums and bass for the past few years. They’ve been playing with us during summer worship, but they are leaving at the end of August. If you have these skills or know of somehow who does, please speak with Jane Livingston. We meet for practice before worship services on Sundays so there are no additional practice commitments. 
Our Chancel and Bell Choirs have been enjoying a much-deserved hiatus during the summer months. We have a core group of very dedicated members but we’d love to add some new folks this year. Our numbers have been dwindling, and we’ve had very few folks join us over the past few years. We need your help! Bell Choir practice will resume on Thursday, September 7 at 6:00 PM and Chancel Choir is at 7:30 p.m. Getting involved in the FPCNE Music Ministry is a fun and rewarding way to serve the church and glorify God. Speak with our Director of Music Ministry Jane Livingston for more information.


* 2017 BUDGET 

Needed:     $ 262,000
Collected:  $ 171,470     65% Collected
                   $  90,530

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht, 
Garrett Connors

USHERS AUGUST 27: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, 
Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

NURSERY TODAY: Katie Gallagher and Ali Nagle

NURSERY AUGUST 27: Tom and Cathy McClure

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, August 21
  6:30 P.M. - Trustees 
  7:00 P.M. – Preschool Parent Night

Tuesday, August 22
  7:00 P.M. – Preschool Parent Night

Wednesday, August 23
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, August 24
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, August 25
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, August 27
   9:30 A.M. – Worship Service

image1.png




