WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy that focus on the redemptive work of Jesus 	Christ, such as the Baptism of the Lord, the Transfiguration of the Lord and the Sundays of Easter.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
April 30, 2016, 11:00 AM
Third Sunday of Easter
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC        
	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

MOMENT FOR MISSION 				           Deanna Ott

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION	               Joe Kuna
Leader: Let us worship God!
Congregation: O God, our guide and guardian, you have led us apart from the busy world into the quiet of your house. Grant us grace to worship you in spirit and in truth, to the comfort of our souls and the upbuilding of every good purpose and holy desire.

Enable us to do more perfectly the work to which you have called us, that we may not fear the coming of night, when we shall surrender into your hands the tasks which you have committed to us.
So may we worship you not with our lips only at this hour,
but in word and deed all the days of our lives,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE         Love Divine, All Loves Excelling       #376



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			
O gracious and gentle and condescending God, God of peace, Father of mercy, God of all comfort: we confess before you the evil of our hearts; we acknowledge that we are too inclined toward
anger, jealousy, and revenge, to ambition and pride, which often
give rise to discord and bitter feelings between others and us.

Too often have we thus both offended and grieved you, O long-suffering Father. Forgive us this sin and permit us to partake of the blessing you have promised the peacemakers, who shall be called the children of God.

Silence for Personal Confession

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
By true faith in Jesus Christ,
I am righteous before God
and heir to life everlasting.

Even though my conscience accuses me
of having grievously sinned against all God’s commandments,
of never having kept any of them,
and of still being inclined toward all evil,
nevertheless, without any merit of my own,
out of sheer grace, God grants and credits to me
the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ,
as if I had never sinned nor been a sinner,
as if I had been as perfectly obedient
as Christ was obedient for me.

All I need to do is accept this gift of God with a believing heart.
—from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A’s 59-60

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING      	You Are My King (Amazing Love)

I’m forgiven because You were forsaken. 
I’m accepted — You were condemned.
I’m alive and well, your Spirit is within me;
Because You died and rose again. (Repeat)
Amazing love, how can it be that You my King would die for me.
Amazing love, I know it’s true;
It's my joy to honor You in all I do, I honor You.
You are my King. You are my King.
Jesus, You are my King. Jesus, You are my King. (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 2456623 Billy Foote © 1996 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE	 	                                                    I Corinthians 13
   						     Page 934 in pew Bible
MESSAGE 		

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	              Though I May Speak                                  #335

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
Offertory                     Love of Jesus Medley         Arr. Mauldin
	Prayer of Dedication  

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING               Savior Like a Shepherd

Savior like a shepherd lead us much we need thy tender care
In thy pleasant pastures feed us for our use thy folds prepare

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, thine we areThe flowers today are from
Nancy and Jerry Weinheimer
In celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary.
They were married in this church on
May 9, 1967.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought, us thine we are

We are thine do thou befriend us; be the guardian of our way
Keep thy flock, from sin defend us; seek us when we go astray
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear, O hear us when we pray
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear, O hear us when we pray

You are my Shepherd, I will want no other
Need no others, heed no other
My Shepherd, I will dwell with You forever, forever more.

Early let us seek thy favor; early let us do thy will
Blessed Lord and only Savior with thy love our hearts are filled
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still

You are my Shepherd, I will want no other, 
Need no others, heed no other
My Shepherd, I will dwell with You forever, forever more. (Repeat)

William Bradbury │Dorothy Thrupp │Brian Sites. Public Domain. © Copyright 2011 This arrangement by G3 Music Publishing. CCLI License # 1496394

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE                          

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The rose in the sanctuary is in honor of the birth of 
Penelope Lochlyn Drab
Born February 16, 2017
Penelope is the daughter of Jason & Heather Drab
And granddaughter of Dennis & Sandy Drab











PREPARE YOUR HEARTS THIS WEEK in anticipation of celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper next Sunday, May 7.


A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS. We welcome you to worship this morning. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. Thank you for choosing to worship with our church family! 

OUR CHURCH WILL BE PARTICIPATING IN THE NE COMMUNITY YARD SALE on Saturday May 13th to raise money for our annual mission trip.  We need new or gently used items to sell.  If you would like to donate, please bring your items to the church and put them in the far southwest basement stairwell.  Please price your stuff! No large furniture please! If you would like to help with the sale or have questions, see Scott or Ashley Connors or Steve Seymour.

THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN WILL HOST A BIRTHDAY TEA AND LUNCHEON on Sunday, May 7 at 12 P.M. If you are a woman of the church you are invited and encouraged to come!

GET INVOLVED WITH THE MEN’S CHRISTIAN SOFTBALL TEAM. It’s a ton of fun and a great way to fellowship with other Christian men in the North East area. If you are interested or have questions, contact Cody Regan at 814-746-2814 or ctregan31@gmail.com. 

HOW HAS GOD TOUCHED YOUR LIFE? Do you have a story to share about how God has moved in your life? Pastor Gregg would like to hear it and perhaps you could share your faith testimony with the congregation. Please phone, email or speak with Pastor Gregg personally. 

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSING AT 1:00 P.M. FRIDAY, MAY 5.
“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

* 2017 BUDGET

Needed:            $262,000
Collected:         $  79,205     30% Collected
                         $182,795

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.


PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 


USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Jerry Weinheimer, Bob Murray, Tom Schenker, 
Peggy Walsh, Evelyn Daughrity

USHERS MAY 7: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, 
Dianne Tyler, Sophie Tyler

NURSERY TODAY: Christy Mayes and Cindy Carlson

NURSERY MAY 7: Evelyn Daughrity and Makayla Albney

















CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, May 1
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise

Wednesday, May 3
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
 10:00 A.M. – Pastor’s Bible Study
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, May 4
   6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir
   7:00 P.M. – Theology Class
   7:00 P.M. – Chancel Choir
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, May 5
   OFFICE HOURS 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, May 7
   7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
   8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
   9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
 11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
 12:00 P.M. – Worship & Music Meeting
 12:00 P.M. – PW Birthday Tea & Luncheon
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