North East Council of Churches
Community Good Friday Service
First Presbyterian Church
North, East, PA
April 14, 2017, 12:00 PM

*Indicates to stand if you are able

GATHERING

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP		   The Beauty of the Cross
First Presbyterian Church Worship Team

*WELCOME, CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER
Pastor Gregg Townsend

Leader: Blessed be the name of the Lord our God,
Congregation: who redeems us from sin and death.

For us and for our salvation, Christ became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.
Blessed be the name of the Lord.
See Philippians 2:8
Let us pray:
Merciful God, you gave your Son to suffer the shame of the cross. Save us from hardness of heart, that, seeing him who died for us, we may repent, confess our sin, and receive your overflowing love,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

* HYMN			 Just As I Am
Just as I am without one plea, but that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, O Lamb of God I come, I come

Just as I am and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come
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I come broken to be mended. I come wounded to be healed. 
I come desperate to be rescued. I come empty to be filled.
I come guilty to be pardoned by the blood of Christ the Lamb
And I'm welcomed with open arms, praise God, just as I am

Just as I am I would be lost but mercy and grace my freedom bought
And now to glory in Your cross, O Lamb of God, I come, I come
Chorus 

CCLI Song # 5635850 Charlotte Elliott | David Moffitt | Sue C. Smith | Travis Cottrell | William Batchelder Bradbury © 2009 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing CCLI License # 1496394

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  		    Fr. Tom Brooks
Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from your mouth.  Make us hungry for this heavenly food, that it may nourish us today in the ways of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  		          Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

SPECIAL MUSIC   There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood   Digerness     

EPISTLE LESSON  				  Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
Rev. Matt Dennison

* HYMN	         When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                #101

GOSPEL LESSON 					   John 19:16b-30

SERMON 						Rev. Eric Leonard

* HYMN		 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                     #98

THE SOLEMN INTERCESSION  		   Rev. Troy Keith
Dear people of God,
God sent Jesus into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved, that all who believe in him might be delivered from the power of sin and death and become heirs with him of eternal life.

Let us pray for the one holy catholic and apostolic church of Christ throughout the world: for its unity in witness and service, for all church leaders and ministers and the people whom they serve, for all Christians in this community, that God will confirm the church in faith, increase it in love, and preserve it in peace.

Eternal God, by your Spirit the whole body of your faithful people
is governed and sanctified. Receive our prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy church, that in our vocation and ministry we may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind:
for the hungry and homeless, the destitute and the oppressed, and all who suffer persecution, doubt, and despair, for the sorrowful and bereaved, for prisoners and captives and those in mortal danger, that God will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of God's love, and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs.

Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer, hear the cry of those in misery and need. In their afflictions show them your mercy, and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them, for the sake of him who suffered for us, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for all who have not received the gospel of Christ: for all who have not heard the words of salvation, for all who have lost their faith, for all whose sin has made them indifferent to Christ, for all who actively oppose Christ by word or deed, for all who are enemies of the cross of Christ, and persecutors of his disciples, for all who in the name of Christ have persecuted others, that God will open their hearts to the truth and lead them to faith and obedience.

Merciful God, creator of the peoples of the earth and lover of souls, have compassion on all who do not know you as you are revealed in your Son Jesus Christ. Let your gospel be preached with grace and power to those who have not heard it. Turn the hearts of those who resist it, and bring home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there may be one flock under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

SOLEMN REPROACHES OF THE CROSS
Behold the cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
Come, let us worship.
Behold the cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
Come, let us worship.
Behold the cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
Come, let us worship.

O my people, O my church, What have I done to you, or in what have I offended you? Answer me. I led you forth from the land of Egypt and delivered you by the waters of baptism, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Lord, have mercy.

I led you through the desert forty years, and fed you with manna: I brought you through tribulation and penitence, and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Lord, have mercy.

I went before you in a pillar of cloud, and you have led me to the judgment hall of Pilate. I scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of freedom, but you have scourged, mocked, and beaten me. I gave you the water of salvation from the rock, but you have given me gall and left me to thirst, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Lord, have mercy.

I gave you a royal scepter, and bestowed the keys to the kingdom, but you have given me a crown of thorns. I raised you on high with great power, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Lord, have mercy.

My peace I gave, which the world cannot give, and washed your feet as a sign of my love, but you draw the sword to strike in my name and seek high places in my kingdom. I offered you my body and blood, but you scatter and deny and abandon me, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Lord, have mercy.

I sent the Spirit of truth to guide you, and you close your hearts to the Counselor. I pray that all may be one in the Father and me, but you continue to quarrel and divide. I call you to go and bring forth fruit, but you cast lots for my clothing, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Lord, have mercy.

I came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters; I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Lord, have mercy.

SPECIAL MUSIC		           Hero		          York/Engler


Please depart in silence.


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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