WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy that focus on the redemptive work of Jesus 	Christ, such as the Baptism of the Lord, the Transfiguration of the Lord and the Sundays of Easter.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (www.fpcne.org). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
April 16, 2017, 11:00 AM
Resurrection of the Lord / Easter Sunday 
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC	He Is Risen!    			Broughton
				Easter Fanfare       		Chesterton				Resurrection Joy		Sewell
	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

INTROIT 	                See What a Morning                 Chancel Choir

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER OF ADORATION								          Cody Regan
This is the good news—
the grave is empty;
Christ is risen.
Hallelujah!

This is the good news—
the light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never put it out.
Hallelujah!

This is the good news—
once we were no people;
now we are God’s people.
Hallelujah!

Christ is our peace,
the indestructible peace
we now share with each other.
Hallelujah!
We give you thanks, great God, for the hope we have in Jesus, who died but is risen and rules over all. We praise you for his presence with us. Because he lives, we look for eternal life, knowing that nothing past, present, or yet to come can separate us from your great love made known in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

* OPENING PRAISE           Jesus Christ Is Risen Today             #123

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
If, at times, we deny you, God forgive.
When the risks of discipleship are high,
and we are nowhere to be found:
God forgive.
When we wash our hands of responsibility:
God forgive.
When we cast our lot with powerful oppressors
and seek to buy freedom with silver:
God forgive.
When fear keeps us from witnessing to your truth,
or prejudice keeps us from believing it:
God forgive.
In the bright light of Easter morning, O God,
our sin is exposed,
and your grace is revealed.
Tender God, raise us in your love so that, with joy, we may witness to your awesome deeds, in the name of Jesus, the risen one. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.
Thanks be to God!
  —1 Corinthians 15:20-22, NRSV

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING       Lord, I Lift Your Name on High

Lord I lift your name on high. Lord I love to sing your praises.
I’m so glad you're in my life. I’m so glad you came to save us.
You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross my debt to pay;
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord I lift your name on high. (Repeat)

CCLI Song No. 117947. © 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc. (Admin. by The Copyright Company) Rick Founds. CCLI License No. 1496394

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

BELL ANTHEM                Christ Is Alive! Alleluia!            Bell Choir

SCRIPTURE					               Romans 8:31-39
	       					        Page 919 in pew Bible
MESSAGE 				 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

  * HYMN 	                        Shout to the Lord

My Jesus my Savior, Lord there is none like You
All of my days, I want to praise; the wonders of your mighty love
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath, all that I am, never cease to worship You
Shout to the Lord all the earth let us sing
Power and majesty praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name
I sing for joy at the work of Your hands
Forever I’ll love You forever I’ll stand
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You

My Jesus my Savior, Risen Messiah and Lord
You have come back, just as You said; life will never be the same
You’re living forgiving, angels are singing Your praise
We join the throng, lifting in song; grace and mercy have prevailed
Shout to the Lord all the earth let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name
I sing for joy at the work of Your Son
Victory over the grave He has won
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You

CCLI Song No. 1406918. ©1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsongs Australia. Darlene Zschech. (Admin. in U.S. & Canada by Integrity’s Hosanna! Music). CCLI # 1496394
SPECIAL MUSIC	         God’s Love Rings Out!              arr. Tucker
	 		     (The Hymns of Keith Getty)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
 	Offertory	                 Mercy Tree                               Martin
	Prayer of Dedication

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING       Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks       #106

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE  	            Shout to the Lord	                Bettcher

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SQUARE CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, April 19th, at 7:00 P.M. at the home of Jean LaFuria, 9747 West Main Road. Please join us for fellowship, prayer, and a discussion of the chapter, "Embrace Sin" in the book Embrace Grace by Liz Curtis Higgs.

NEXT SUNDAY IS YOUTH SUNDAY. The Youth of our congregation will be leading the 11:00 A.M. worship service on April 23. Immediately following, plan to attend a special luncheon honoring our 2017 High School Seniors. The guest speaker will be Cindy Carlson.

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED TOMORROW, Monday, April 17. 

DO YOU HAVE NEWS TO SHARE WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY? Put it in our newsletter! The deadline for the May issue is Thursday, April 20.

YOUNG ADULTS AND PARENTS OF SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN will be gathering next Sunday, April 23 at 9:45 A.M. in the room next to the downstairs kitchen. Please join us for fellowship and a faith-based discussion relevant to this stage of life. 

JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Our Sunday School hour is held from 9:45 to 10:45 A.M. We have classes for all ages. Kirk Kids is offered during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHAT ARE THE BASICS OF CHRISTIANITY? Pastor Gregg would like to explore this question in a four-week study during Sunday School. This study will only be offered based on your level of interest. If you would like to attend such a class, please notify the church office. 

QUARTERLY GIVING STATEMENTS are ready for you to pick up in the Assembly room. Please save the church costly postage by retrieving yours today.  

NEW CLASSES STARTING THIS WEEK.  Pastor Gregg will be leading two new classes starting this week. Both will take place in the conference room next to the Pastor’s study. If you want to deepen your faith, mark your calendar and plan to attend one or both of these classes:

· OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY will meet each Wednesday at 10:00 A.M. beginning April 19 through May 31. This will be a survey of the Old Testament.

· HIP HAPPENIN’ THEOLOGY will be held Thursday evenings at 7:00 P.M. beginning April 20 through May 25. This class will be based on C.S. Lewis’s book Mere Christianity and a supplemental DVD. This is a very accessible book and the format is discussion oriented. It is expected this class will be highly interesting and fun! The required book is inexpensive. (Please speak with Pastor Gregg if purchasing a book prevents you from attending.) Lastly, please let the church office know if you will be attending.
· 
KIDS’ CHOIR will have its final Thursday practice on April 20 from 4:30 – 5:15 P.M. We will also practice during Sunday School on April 23. Kids’ Choir will sing for the Lord on Youth Sunday, April 23 at the 11:00 A.M. worship service. Questions? Please see Jenn McClure or Donna Banks.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

* 2017 BUDGET

Needed:          $ 262,000
Collected:       $   70,003      27% Collected
                       $ 191,997

*All income beyond our budgeted needs will be used for additional mission outreach.

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht,  
Garrett Connors

USHERS APRIL 23: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

NURSERY TODAY: Donna Banks and Dave Meehl

NURSERY APRIL 23: Youth

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, April 17
   OFFICE CLOSED
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   6:30 P.M. – Trustees

Tuesday, April 18
   7:30 P.M. – Preschool Board

Wednesday, April 19
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
 10:00 A.M. – Pastor’s Bible Study
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, April 20
   4:30 P.M. – Kids’ Choir
   6:00 P.M. – Bell Choir
   7:00 P.M. – Theology Class
   7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir
   8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, April 21
   8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
   7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, April 23
   7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
   8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
   9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
 11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
 12:00 P.M. – Youth Luncheon
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