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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

	  	            Silent Prayer of Preparation

Holy and loving God, as we prepare to set aside our busyness and to focus intently on Jesus’ suffering and death, we ask for eyes to see all the amazing things that Jesus’ death means for understanding you, your love, and our salvation.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

PSALM 22    	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG                Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

* CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION                 
Leader: Nailed to a cross, exposed, vulnerable, and abandoned by all, Jesus cried out:
Congregation: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Tonight we remember Jesus was crucified.
He was pierced for our transgressions. He suffered and died for our iniquities.

We remember the sacrifice of our Lord with gratitude because his death gives us life and brings redemption to the world. Let us worship our Savior.
King of glory, we adore you, our Savior and Lord.  You suffered on the cross and gave your life as a ransom for many.  We bless and thank you for the outpouring of your love and offer our worship this night out of unspeakable gratitude.

CONGREGATIONAL SONG  	                          Were You There?

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 	
For our sake God made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  Jesus embodied the words of the Psalmist:
But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others, and despised by the people.  All who see me mock at me…”
See II Corinthians 5:21 and Psalm 22:6

O crucified Jesus, Son of the Father,
conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, eternal Word of God,
we worship you.

O crucified Jesus, holy temple of God,
dwelling place of the Most High,
gate of heaven, burning flame of love,
we worship you.

O crucified Jesus, sanctuary of justice and love,
full of kindness, source of all faithfulness,
we worship you.

O crucified Jesus, ruler of every heart,
in you are the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,
in you dwells all the fullness of the Godhead,
we worship you.

Jesus, Lamb of God,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
grant us peace.

A brief silence

Almighty God, look with mercy on your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on the cross; through him who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL SONG  	                          Kyrie Eleison

LAMENT                                  
We hear the words of the ancient psalm even as we see Jesus:
“But I am a worm and not human; scorned by others, and despised by the people. All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; ‘Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver— let him rescue the one in whom he delights!’” And we too pray:

“Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have been my God. Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.”

Silent reflection or individual laments

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Remembering Jesus, we are bold even in our lament to offer words of trust and praise, knowing that in Jesus God forgives us, heals us, saves us, and  reconciles us to himself:

For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted;
he did not hide his face from me, but heard when I cried to him. From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

SPECIAL MUSIC                                           The Beauty of the Cross




PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE		      		 John 19:23-25a and Psalm 22:18			
MESSAGE                             “Happy Good Friday?”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN                There is a Fountain (Your Precious Blood)   
			
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
We stand beneath the cross of Jesus,
and we see there his dying form.
Witnessing his suffering and his great love for us
compels us to come before him in prayer.

We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us from the dominion of sin and death and brought us into the kingdom of your Son; and we pray that, as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his love he may raise us to eternal joys; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

SPECIAL MUSIC                     There is a Fountain Filled with Blood

[bookmark: _GoBack]As the song is sung, please make your way to the cross at the front of the sanctuary if you are able.

* CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Consider him who endured such hostility against himself
from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart.
—Hebrews 12:1-3, NRSV
You who fear the Lord, praise him!  All your offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!

For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from me, but heard when I cried to him.
Psalm 22:23, 24

*ACCLAMATION OF PRAISE
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.  For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations.
Psalm 22:27, 28

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                  The Cross of Christ

*CLOSING PRAYER
Thank you, loving God, for sending to us your Son, Jesus, for his redeeming death that we commemorate this night, that we might stand forgiven at the cross.

Thank you, loving God, for sending to us your Son, Jesus, to whom we belong—body and soul, in life and in death— and who bore our infirmities, carried our sorrows.

Thank you, loving God, for sending to us your Son, Jesus, who became sin for us and suffered the punishment due to us, that we might stand forgiven at the cross. Amen.

* BENEDICTION			
May you find in the cross a sure ground for faith, a firm support for home, and the assurance of sins forgiven.  Amen the blessing of God go with you, now and forevermore.  Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC		           			                     Hero					
Please depart in silence.

GOOD FRIDAY 
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They divide my clothes among themselves, 
and for my clothing they cast lots. Psalm 22:18
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