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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
September 4, 2016, 9:30 A.M.
16th Sunday after Pentecost
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                       
	  	
WELCOME	                                                           Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                             
Leader: The Lord Jesus who calls us to worship him today is the same Jesus who refused the temptation to worship the evil one. Rather than receive the glorious kingdoms of this world, he endured the shame of the cross, and today is Lord of lords and King of kings. Now are gathered in him all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, glory, and power. With the saints of all ages we say,

Congregation: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
—based on Colossians 2:3; Revelation 5:12

* OPENING PRAISE        	     When Morning Gilds the Skies

When morning gilds the skies, my heart awaking cries:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
Alike at work and prayer to Jesus I repair: 
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Does sadness fill my mind? A solace here I find:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this:
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Let earth's wide circle round in joyful notes resound:
May Jesus Christ be praised!
Let air and sea and sky from depth to height reply:
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine:
    May Jesus Christ be praised!
    Be this the eternal song through all the ages long:
    May Jesus Christ be praised!

Hear Our Praises

May our homes be filled with dancing. 
May our streets be filled with joy.
May injustice bow to Jesus as the people turn and pray

From the mountain to the valley, hear our praises rise to You.
From the heavens to the nations, hear our singing fill the air.

May our light shine in the darkness as we walk before the cross.
May Your glory fill the whole earth as the water over the seas. (Chorus)

Hallelujah, hallelujah! Hallelujah, hallelujah!
Hallelujah, hallelujah! Hallelujah, hallelujah! (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 2543402 © 1998 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Reuben Morgan CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
God of grace, we confess that we have elevated the things of this world above you. 

We have made idols of possessions and people and used your name for causes that are not consistent with you and your purposes.

We have permitted our schedules to come first and have not taken the time to worship you.

We have not always honored those who guided us in life.

We have participated in systems that take life instead of give it.

We have been unfaithful in our covenant relationships.

We have yearned for, and sometimes taken, that which is not ours,
and we have misrepresented others’ intentions.

Forgive us, O God,
for the many ways we fall short of your glory.
Help us to learn to live together according to your ways
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE					                    Philemon 17-25
Page 970 in the pew Bible
MESSAGE
                                          
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	    Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak

Lord, speak to me, that I may speak in living echoes of Thy tone;
As Thou has sought, so let me seek 
Thine erring children lost and lone.

O lead me, Lord, that I may lead the wandering and the wavering feet;
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed 
Thy hungering ones with manna sweet.

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
The precious things Thou dost impart;
And wing my words, that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart.

O fill me with Thy fullness, Lord, until my very heart overflow
In kindling thought and glowing word, 
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show.

O use me, Lord, use even me, just as Thou wilt, and when, and where;
Until Thy blessed face I see, Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
Offertory      	           
Prayer of Dedication  

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING             This Is My Father’s World

This is my Father’s world and to my listening ears
All nature sings and round me rings the music of the spheres
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees of skies and seas, His hand the wonders wrought
This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise
The morning light the lily white declare their Maker’s praise
This is my Father’s world; He shines in all that’s fair
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, He speaks to me everywhere

This is my Father’s world, O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet
This is my Father's world, the battle is not done
Jesus who died shall be satisfied and earth and heaven be one

I have a Father; He is my Father; He reigns in power and in love;
I have a Father, my glorious Father, Creator, Master, King, my God

We have a Father; He is our Father; He reigns in power and in love;
We have a Father, our glorious Father, Creator, Master, King, our God

This is my Father’s world, O let me ne’er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet
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* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE	        
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE WILL RESUME ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 AT 7:30 P.M. We welcome our youth to sing with us, from grade 7 and up. We’re looking forward to a great 2016-2017 season! See director Jane Livingston for any questions. 

WE WILL RETURN TO OUR REGULAR WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE BEGINNING ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. Join us at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional worship service and also resume Sunday School classes on September 11 for ages 4 to 100+ years. Kirk Kids will take place during the 11:00 A.M. Sunday worship service.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BOOK CLUB. Presbyterian Women will be starting a book club. There will be an organizational meeting on Thursday, September 8 at 2:00 P.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s study. The first book will be The Secret Chord by Geraldine Brooks, if you wanted to get a copy before the first meeting. If you have any questions, please contact Marge Campbell at 725-1183.

[bookmark: _GoBack]RALLY DAY. This year’s Rally Day will include various types of pizza, including desert pizzas, as well as salads and treats. Please rally a “round” with the Christian Education Committee and join your FPCNE family and friends for lunch, fellowship and play. You won’t have to travel anywhere this year, other than around the tables to choose your pizza, as we will celebrate the kick off of Sunday School, September 11, in our Fellowship Hall, immediately following the 11:00 A.M. church service.

FINANCIAL PEACE. Our Church's Christian Education committee is excited to offer Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University class this fall! Many folks in our church and community have found the class to be well worth the time and effort, and in many cases life-changing! The class will be held in 9 sessions, starting on Sunday, Sept. 11 @ 6:00 P.M., going through November 6. Topics include Retirement savings, Major purchase decisions, and family financial communication. Materials can be ordered online (http://www.daveramsey.com/store/financial-peace-university/financial-peace-university/cFpuClasses.html), for approximately $100.00. Alternatively, if we order in bulk through the church, there is a savings of $10.00. You can register on a sign-up sheet in the Church Office. Jenn Lucore McClure will facilitate the class, and can answer any questions you have (Lucore@hotmail.com). Pray on this. It is a wonderful experience!
PLEDGES
Needed			$ 212,807
Collected 		   140,835	66% Collected
			$  71,972

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Evelyn Daughrity
USHERS SEPTEMBER 11: Bob and Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern, Vivian Daughrity
NURSERY TODAY: 
NURSERY SEPTEMBER 11: 

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Wednesday, September 7
6:30 P.M. – Fellowship Meeting 

Thursday, September 8
2:00 P.M. – PW Book Club Meeting
7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday, September 4 – Rally Day
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Last Day of Sunday School
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service with Teacher Appreciation
Rally A “Round” the Pizza in Fellowship Hall after service
6:00 P.M. – Financial Peace
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