WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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North East, PA
September 18, 2016, 11:00 A.M.
18th Sunday after Pentecost
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                       
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                             Steve Seymour
Leader: “Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.”
Congregation: What did God do to help us?
God chose the people of Israel to make a new beginning.
They received God’s covenant and prepared the way
for Jesus to come as our Savior.
Let us worship the God of the covenant, the God of heaven and earth.
—based on Psalm 124:8

* OPENING PRAISE        	     For the Beauty of the Earth             #473

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Father, you tell us in your Word
that whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.
We confess that we have frequently relaxed our faith.
We have allowed ourselves to become cynical,
and our cynicism has boiled over
with slander, criticism, prayerlessness, and pessimism.

How easily we’ve allowed ourselves
to crumple under the stresses of our lives.
Forgive us for our smallness of faith.
In your mercy, hear us,
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

LAMENT 			The Power Of Your Love

Lord I come to You, let my heart be changed renewed
Flowing from the grace that I found in You
And Lord I’ve come to know the weaknesses I see in me
Will be stripped away by the pow'r of Your love

Hold me close, let Your love surround me
Bring me near, draw me to Your side
And as I wait, I’ll rise up like the eagle
And I will soar with You Your Spirit leads me on 
In the pow’r of Your love

Lord unveil my eyes, let me see You face to face
The knowledge of Your love as You live in me
Lord renew my mind as Your will unfolds in my life
In living ev’ry day by the pow’r of Your love

CCLI Song # 917491 Geoff Bullock © 1992 Word Music, LLC (Admin. by Word Music Group, Inc.)
Maranatha! Music (Admin. by Maranatha! Music) CCLI License # 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES AND CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                     Mark 1:9-13
Page 812 in the pew Bible

MESSAGE                                          

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	     Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart              #326

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory      		 Within These Walls                     Choplin
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING         There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit        #398

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE	
        
ANNOUNCEMENTS

[bookmark: _GoBack]* The flowers in the sanctuary were given by Vern & Kitty Hurlburt.*

CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS RESUMED WEEKLY PRACTICES ON THURSDAYS AT 7:30 P.M. We welcome our youth to sing with us, from grade 7 and up. We’re looking forward to a great 2016-2017 season! See director Jane Livingston for any questions. 

JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Sunday School classes have also resumed, with offerings for ages 4 to 100+ years. Kirk Kids will take place during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

TODAY IS FAITH IN ACTION SUNDAY! Visit with some of the leaders within our church and learn about the myriad of ways you can walk in your faith. Ice cream sundaes will be served, too. 

EXCITER ARTICLES ARE DUE this Tuesday, September 20.

SPECIAL COFFEE HOUR NEXT WEEK            Come celebrate the marriage of Pastor Gregg and Jane Livingston next Sunday, September 25 following the 11:00 A.M. worship service. 

SQUARE CIRCLE WILL MEET FOR DINNER this Wednesday, September 21 at 6:30 P.M.at Freeport Restaurant. All women are welcome to join us for fellowship and a discussion of topics for this year's study. Please let Deanna Ott know if you plan on attending by Tuesday, September 20 by phone 725-1770 or email ottd49@roadrunner.com.

NEW OFFICE EMAIL & HOURS Please note the new office email address is: office@fpcne.org. Also, office hours are now Monday thru Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 

PLEDGES
Needed			$ 212,807
Collected 		$ 147,418	69% Collected
			$  65,389

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht, Garrett Connors

USHERS SEPTEMBER 18: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

NURSERY TODAY: Don, Dianne and Sophie Tyler
NURSERY SEPTEMBER 25: Tammi and Cole Elkin

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, September 19
6:30 P.M. – Trustees

Wednesday, September 21
2:00 P.M. – PW Quilting

Thursday, September 22
7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday, September 25
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
2:00 P.M. – Crop Walk
6:00 P.M. – Financial Peace
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