WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
September 11, 2016, 11:00 A.M.
17th Sunday after Pentecost
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                       
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                               Marcia Regan
Leader: Let us worship God.
Congregation: “He is our refuge and our fortress, our God, in whom we trust.”

Let us confess with our mouths, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead.
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Let us call upon our true God, believing him in our hearts, confessing him with our mouths, worshiping him in spirit and in truth.
—based on Psalm 91:2; Romans 10:9, 13

* OPENING PRAISE        	           Preach the Word

Lord we come to worship, your glory to proclaim
Pledge our lives and service, in Christ you call our name
Follow your holy ways for Your Word is ever true
We are called to preach the Word Your Messengers of faith

Season after season Your truth remains the same
Your eternal guidance transforms us in our faith
Lest we neglect, O Lord, your mission here on earth
We are called to preach the Word Your Messengers of faith

Lord your law is perfect, revives the weary soul
May we seek Your will and Your wisdom to uphold
There is no fear or strife if only we obey 
We are called to preach the Word Your Messengers of faith

Father You’ve provided, what more could we have asked
Savior You redeemed us, forgiven us our past
Spirit work through us, make our conscience wholly yours
We are called to preach the Word Your Messengers of faith

Blessings you have brought us, unworthy though we be
Help us live your vision, with courage to believe
And spend our days on earth, sharing ministries of love
We are called to preach the Word Your Messengers of faith
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
When we have afflicted others,
whether by our own power
or by our silent support of systems
that oppress, enslave, and crush,
break us, Lord.
When we have perplexed others
and purposely confused them for our own gain
or driven them to despair,
break us, Lord.
When we have persecuted others,
casting them out of our community,
leaving them forsaken and alone,
break us, Lord.
When we have struck down others,
casting stones on their dreams and hopes
until they are destroyed,
break us, Lord.
Then broken, we carry in our bodies the death of Jesus
so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our bodies;
make us, Lord.
With the power that belongs only to you,
make us into your treasure;
make us, Lord.
We are the clay, and you are the potter.
We are the work of your hands;
make us, Lord.
Do not be exceedingly angry
and do not remember our iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.
Make us, Lord, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                       Mark 1:1-8
Page 812 in the pew Bible
MESSAGE
                                          
THE LORD’S SUPPER

* HYMN 	    Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts                 #510

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory      		 Lord Have Mercy                       Mauldin
The Doxology						          #592
Prayer of Dedication 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD
Please eat the bread as you receive it.

SHARING OF THE CUP
Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH		         The Apostles’ Creed
					     (page 14, Traditional Version)

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING   Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door   #382
   
* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE	
        
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE HAS RESUMED WEEKLY PRACTICES ON THURSDAYS AT 7:30 P.M. We welcome our youth to sing with us, from grade 7 and up. We’re looking forward to a great 2016-2017 season! See director Jane Livingston for any questions. 

TODAY WE RETURN TO OUR REGULAR WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE. Join us each week at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Sunday School classes have also resumed, with offerings for ages 4 to 100+ years. Kirk Kids will take place during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.
EXCITER ARTICLES ARE DUE All information and articles for the newsletter are due by September 20. 

RALLY DAY. This year’s Rally Day will include various types of pizza, including dessert pizzas, as well as salads and treats. Please rally a “round” with the Christian Education Committee and join your FPCNE family and friends for lunch, fellowship, and play. You won’t have to travel anywhere this year, other than around the tables to choose your pizza, as we will celebrate the kick off of Sunday School in our Fellowship Hall, immediately following the 11:00 A.M. church service today.

FINANCIAL PEACE BEGINS THIS EVENING. Our Church's Christian Education committee is excited to offer Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University class this fall! Many folks in our church and community have found the class to be well worth the time and effort, and in many cases life-changing! The class will be held in 9 sessions, starting on Sunday, September 11 at 6:00 P.M., going through November 6. Topics include retirement savings, major purchase decisions, and family financial communication. Materials can be ordered online for approximately $100. (http://www.daveramsey.com/store/financial-peace-university/financial-peace-university/cFpuClasses.html) Alternatively, if we order in bulk through the church, there is a savings of $10. You can register on a sign-up sheet in the Church Office. Jenn Lucore McClure will facilitate the class, and can answer any questions you have (Lucore@hotmail.com). Pray on this. It is a wonderful experience!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN KNITTING & CROCHETING FOR PEACE CIRCLE will be getting started on Wednesday, September 14 at 2:00 P.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s study. This will be an organizational meeting, plus the group will get started with patterns.

NEW OFFICE EMAIL & HOURS Please note the new office email address is: office@fpcne.org. Also, office hours are now Monday thru Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 

PLEDGES
Needed			$ 212,807
Collected 		  141,765	66% Collected
			$  71,042


“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.
USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Bob & Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern,
Vivian Daughrity

USHERS SEPTEMBER 18: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht, Garrett Connors

[bookmark: _GoBack]NURSERY TODAY:  Evelyn Daughrity
NURSERY SEPTEMBER 18: 

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, September 12
7:00 P.M. – Deacons 

Wednesday, September 14
2:00 P.M. – PW Knitting/Crocheting

Thursday, September 15
7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday, September 18 
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service with Bible Sunday
12:00 P.M. – Faith In Action & Ice Cream Social
6:00 P.M. – Financial Peace
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