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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
October 23, 2016, 11:00 A.M.
23rd Sunday After Pentecost 
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                       
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP                                

MOMENT FOR MISSION                                

INTROIT		    Here Is Our King		           Kids’ Choir

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                            Katie Gallagher          
Leader: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.
Congregation: For he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.

Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place?
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully.  Let us worship God!
—Psalm 24:1-4, NRSV

* OPENING PRAISE             I Sing the Mighty Power of God            #288
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Lord, we are like sheep, and we get lost.
We forget the needs of our neighbors
and do not love you above all else.
We need a Savior, so we long for Jesus.
Come, fill our lives, Jesus. Amen.

LAMENT			You Revive Me

You revive me You revive me Lord
And all my deserts are rivers of joy
You are the treasure I could not afford
So I’ll spend myself ‘til I’m empty and poor
All for You You revive me Lord

Lord I have seen Your goodness and I know the way You are
Give me eyes to see You in the dark
And Your face shines a glory that I only know in part
And there is still a longing a longing in my heart (Chorus)

My soul, O Lord is thirsty, only You can satisfy
You’re the well that never will run dry
And I’ll praise You for the blessing, for calling me Your friend
And in Your name I’m lifting, I’m lifting up my hands (Chorus)

CCLI Song # 6223601 Audrey Assad | Chris Tomlin | Matt Maher © 2012 River Oaks Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) et al. CCLI License # 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Our God pardons our sins and forgives our disobedience.
Our God does not stay angry forever.
Instead, our God delights to show mercy.
Our God again has compassion on us.
Our God tramples our sins underfoot
and hurls our iniquities into the depths of the sea.
Give thanks to our God, for our God is good!




PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                   Mark 1:40-45
Page 813 in the pew Bible

MESSAGE                                          

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 		There Is a Balm in Gilead                       #394

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory      	                Shout It Out
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING                    Shout to the North

Men of faith rise up and sing of the great and glorious King.
You are strong when you feel weak, in your brokenness complete.

Shout to the north and the south;
Sing to the east and the west Jesus is Savior to all,
Lord of heaven and earth.

Rise up women of the truth, stand and sing to broken hearts
Who can know the healing power of our awesome King of love. (Chorus)

Rise up church with broken wings, fill this place with songs again
Of our God who reigns on high. By His grace again we'll fly. (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 156226 Martin Smith.  © 1995 Curious? Music UK (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing). CCLI License No. 1496394
* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE
	
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today’s flowers were given by Janice Lee Fink in honor of her 55th birthday.

“The vase of oak leaves I have used to symbolize my life for the past 15 years now has even more meaning. In 1994, I was under the Black Jack oak tree in Gibson Park waiting to pick up my niece Brittany from kindergarten. That Christmas I found ‘aunt’ misspelled on my gift (Anut, read A-nut)). So I took an acorn and ran with it. Brittany had no clue the mess she created with one misspelled word!

 ‘The creation of a thousand forests is in one acorn.’
 ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

 Thanks be to God the Father, and also for the past 54 years.”
~Janice Lee Fink


SNACKS, COOKIES AND BROWNIES are desperately needed for coffee hour. Just drop off your goodies in the kitchenette off the Assembly Room, and we’ll take care of storing them. Please help as you are able. Thank you.


OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD IS UNDERWAY. Pick up your shoeboxes and instructions in the Assembly Room. Each and every shoebox gift opens doors for boys, girls and their families to hear the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ in over 150 countries.


JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Sunday School classes have also resumed, with offerings for ages 4 to 100+ years. Kirk Kids will take place during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.


[bookmark: _GoBack]BELL CHOIR REHEARSALS HAVE RESUMED ON THURSDAYS AT 5:45 P.M. Please consider ringing in the Bell Choir this year. Our Music Director Jane Livingston has stepped in to help get the Bell Choir ringing this fall. Please note the change of nights and time. We hope this might work for more of our friends and members at FPCNE to join us. We are in need of more ringers. It’s easier than you think and we’ll show you the ropes… or the bells as the case may be! Speak with Jane for more information. We’d love to have you join our merry gang of ringers. (Jane has no idea what she’s doing either so you’ll be in good company if you’ve never rang in a bell choir before!) 


THE SOUP & STEW COOKOFF is today immediately following the 11 A.M. service. Please join us in the Fellowship Room to taste and vote for your favorite hot soup or stew. Drinks and desserts will be provided.

THE LIBRARY BOARD is looking for book suggestions. If you have recommendations for the library’s collection please contact Jan Trojanowski, Kitty Hurlburt or Marge Campbell.

THE CHANCEL CHOIR IS LOOKING FOR SOME NEW MEMBERS! Joining the choir is a terrific way to serve the church. We practice every Thursday evening. This week, we began practicing our Christmas cantata, from 7:00 to 7:30 P.M. and our regular practice time is 7:30 to 8:30 P.M. If you’d like to join the choir or sing with us for our Christmas cantata, please speak with director Jane Livingston. 

QUARTERLY GIVING STATEMENTS are now available. Please save a stamp and pick yours up in the Assembly Room. Thank you!

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

PLEDGES
Needed			$ 212,807
Collected 		$ 168,627    	79% Collected
			$  44,180

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, 
Cole Elkin

USHERS OCTOBER 30: Jerry Weinheimer, Bob Murray, Tom Schenker, 
Peggy Walsh, Evelyn Daughrity

NURSERY TODAY: Jerry & Nancy Weinheimer

NURSERY OCTOBER 30: Joe and Sue Spacht

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, October 24
7:00 P.M. – Session

Wednesday, October 26
8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
8:00 P.M. - AA

Thursday, October 27
5:45 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
7:00 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
8:00 P.M. - AA

Friday, October 28
8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise


Sunday, October 30: PLEDGE SUNDAY
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
6:00 P.M. – Financial Peace University
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