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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy that focus on the redemptive work of Jesus 	Christ, such as the Baptism of the Lord, the Transfiguration of the Lord and the Sundays of Easter.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                 We Gather Together                Smith           

WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                        Don Tyler
Leader: O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Congregation: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
—Psalm 95:1-7, NRSV

* OPENING PRAISE          Come, Ye Thankful People, Come          #551

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all. We confess that we have not bowed before him and are slow to acknowledge his rule. We give allegiance to the powers of this world and fail to be governed by justice and love.
In your mercy, forgive us. Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all, that we may be loyal ambassadors, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. With his blood he has purchased people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. He has made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.
Thanks be to God!
—based on Revelation 5:5, 9-10, NIV

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING    Crown Him with Many Crowns   #151

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 		        Collette Rose Jubach

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                       Mark 3:1-6
Page 814 in the pew Bible
MESSAGE                                          

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 			Thanksgiving and Praise

Shout joy to the Lord all the earth will be glad;
Come to Him with joyful song.
For we are His people – the sheep of His fold.
Give Him thanks and praise His name.

For my Lord is good, and His love will endure.
His faithfulness will go on.
I enter His gates with thanksgiving and praise.
It is He who made us His own. (Chorus)
For God is my rock, and His arms give me strength.
My darkness will turn to light.
The word is my path, and His way will not fail.
I am saved for He is my shield. (Chorus)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory      	                Look at the World                       Rutter 
Prayer of Dedication 


SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING             Let All Things Now Living         #554

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE                    Thanks Be to Thee                   G. F Handel 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING There will be a called meeting today immediately following the 11:00 A.M. service for the purpose of electing officers. Please stay for this brief meeting. 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH A CHRISTMAS CRAFT/ART PROJECT. We have a special sanctuary art project planned for Advent, and we need help making some stars. Actually, we need help making A LOT of stars. Please speak with Jane Livingston, and she will fill you in on all the details. 

THANK YOU FOR MINISTERING TO THE HOMELESS.  Thank you to everyone who prepared food, transported, served and prayed over this ministry. We understand God best when we serve others selflessly. 
HOW HAS GOD TOUCHED YOUR LIFE? Do you have a story to share about how God has moved in your life? Pastor Gregg would like to hear it and perhaps you could share your faith testimony with the congregation. Please phone, email or speak with Pastor Gregg personally.
DECEMBER EXCITER ARTICLES ARE DUE! Please submit your news to the church office by 3:00 P.M. tomorrow, November 21. 

PLEASE DONATE CANNED GREEN BEANS for the “Community Christmas Boxes.” Last year, over 170 needy families were served by this long-standing ministry. Our church has been asked to provide 175 cans of green beans by Friday, December 9. 

DO YOU KNOW OF A FAMILY IN NEED? Sign them up for a Christmas Box using the special forms in the church office. All information is kept confidential. The deadline is December 5.

YOUTH CHRISTMAS COOKIES Let our youth be your bakers for the Christmas season. The cost is $10 for a scrumptious plate of two (2) dozen cookies. Order through December 4 on the signup sheet in the Assembly Room. Cookies are to be picked up after either worship service on December 11.

BAKING SUPPLIES NEEDED Our youth are requesting donations of baking supplies (flour, sugar, butter, sprinkles, etc.) to help defer the cost of our cookie baking project. If you can help; please drop your donations off in the Church Office. Thank you!

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED this Thursday and Friday, November 24 and 25.

KID’S CHOIR	 REHEARSALS have begun! Our next practice is Thursday, December 1 at 4:30 P.M. We will also be practicing during Prayer & Praise time in Sunday School. We are excited to be singing at the Family Advent Program on December 4 at 4:00 P.M. Let’s sing and have fun together! Any questions please see Jenn McClure.

THE CHANCEL CHOIR IS LOOKING FOR SOME NEW MEMBERS! Joining the choir is a terrific way to serve the church. We practice every Thursday evening. We are currently preparing our Christmas cantata, from 7:00 to 7:30 P.M. and our regular practice time is 7:30 to 8:30 P.M. If you’d like to join the choir or sing with us for our Christmas cantata, please speak with director Jane Livingston. 
BELL CHOIR REHEARSALS HAVE RESUMED ON THURSDAYS AT 5:45 P.M. Please consider ringing in the Bell Choir this year. We hope the new practice day and time might work for more of you to join. We need more members to have a choir. No experience is necessary. We will start you out on the easy bells. (Yes, there are easy bells!) Speak with Jane Livingston for more information.

JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Our Sunday School hour is held from 9:45 to 10:45 A.M. We have classes for all ages. Kirk Kids is offered during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.
PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected 		$ 185,287	87% Collected
			$  27,520

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht, 
Garrett Connors

USHERS NOVEMBER 27: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount,
Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

NURSERY TODAY: Jaimee & Jordan Knight

NURSERY NOVEMBER 27: Tim, Debbie & Madison Hartner 



[bookmark: _GoBack]CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, November 21
8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
6:30 P.M. – Trustees

Wednesday, November 23
8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, November 24
Office Closed

Friday, November 25
Office Closed
7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, November 27
 7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
 8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
 9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
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