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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
November 13, 2016, 11:00 A.M.
26th Sunday After Pentecost
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                    

WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

MOMENT FOR MISSION  		         Elder Scott Connors

INVITATION TO WORSHIP	   	 Joy                  Bell Choir

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                
Leader: Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.

Congregation: Who is this King of glory?
The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.

Who is he, this King of glory?
The LORD Almighty— he is the King of glory.
—Psalm 24:7-10, NIV

* OPENING PRAISE		For the Beauty of the Earth             #473



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.

You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
—Psalm 51:1-4, 6, 9-11, NRSV

LAMENT			Come Just as You Are

Come just as you are. Hear the Spirit call. Come just as you are.
Come and see. Come receive. Come and live forever
(REPEAT)

Life everlasting and strength for today
Taste the Living Water and never thirst again
Come just as you are. Hear the Spirit call. Come just as you are.
Come receive Christ the King. Come and live forevermore.

CCLI Song No. 1189479. © 1993 Maranatha Praise, Inc. (Admin. by The Copyright Company) 
Joseph Sabolick. CCLI License No. 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Through the death of Jesus Christ we are reconciled to God.
Through his shed blood our sins are forgiven.  Thanks be to God!
See Hebrews 9:22

BEARING WITNESS TO GOD’S PRESENCE AND POWER
Carol Orton

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                   Mark 2:18-28
Page 814 in the pew Bible
MESSAGE                                          

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 			I Danced in the Morning                #302

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory      	                    Twenty-Third                      Keveren 
Prayer of Dedication 


SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING	Great is Thy Faithfulness                 #276

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE                              

ANNOUNCEMENTS


The flowers today were donated by Frank Ziek in memory 
of his wife Mardene and in honor of all veterans.




CHERRY PIE PROCEEDS are soon to be disbursed. The Presbyterian Women will be meeting in the sanctuary to determine the beneficiaries of these funds today, Sunday, November 13 immediately following the 11:00 A.M. worship service. Please come with ideas!

SQUARE CIRCLE WILL MEET this Wednesday, November 16 at 7:00 P.M. at the home of Nancy Roos, 88 Delaware Street. Please join us for an evening of devotion, prayer and fellowship. We will be discussing the chapter entitled "Embrace Doubt" from the book Embrace Grace by Liz Curtis Higgs.

MEAL PREPARATIONS FOR THE HOMELESS must be completed and delivered to the church by 5:00 P.M. on Saturday, November 19. If your dish is frozen ahead of time it must be thawed and oven-ready upon delivery. 

KID’S CHOIR	 REHEARSALS have begun! Practice times are on Thursdays: November 17 and December 1 at 4:30 P.M. We will also be practicing during Prayer & Praise time in Sunday School. We are excited to be singing at the Family Advent Program on December 4 at 4:00 P.M. Let’s sing and have fun together! Any questions please see Jenn McClure.

THE CHANCEL CHOIR IS LOOKING FOR SOME NEW MEMBERS! Joining the choir is a terrific way to serve the church. We practice every Thursday evening. We are currently preparing our Christmas cantata, from 7:00 to 7:30 P.M. and our regular practice time is 7:30 to 8:30 P.M. If you’d like to join the choir or sing with us for our Christmas cantata, please speak with director Jane Livingston. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD IS UNDERWAY. Pick up your shoeboxes and instructions in the Assembly Room. Your participation affords children all over the world the opportunity to hear about Jesus Christ, many for the first time. Each gift-filled shoebox is a powerful tool for evangelism and discipleship—transforming the lives of children and their families around the world through the Good News of Jesus Christ! Our goal is 75 boxes. Bring your completed boxes in anytime and place them on the chancel steps. 

BELL CHOIR REHEARSALS HAVE RESUMED ON THURSDAYS AT 5:45 P.M. Please consider ringing in the Bell Choir this year. We hope the new practice day and time might work for more of you to join. We need more members to have a choir. No experience is necessary. We will start you out on the easy bells. (Yes, there are easy bells!) Speak with Jane Livingston for more information.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING There will be a called meeting on Sunday, November 20 immediately following the 11:00 A.M. service for the purpose of electing officers. Please stay for this brief meeting. 

JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Our Sunday School hour is held from 9:45 to 10:45 A.M. We have classes for all ages. Kirk Kids is offered during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected 		$ 181,869	85% Collected
			$  30,938

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Bob & Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern,
Vivian Daughrity 

USHERS NOVEMBER 20: Vern & Kitty Hurlburt, Joe & Sue Spacht, 
Garrett Connors

NURSERY TODAY: Dennis and Sandy Drab

NURSERY NOVEMBER 20: Jaimee and Jordan Knight
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, November 14
8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
7:00 P.M. – Deacons

Tuesday, November 15
7:30 P.M. – Preschool Board

Wednesday, November 16
8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
5:30 P.M. – Finance
8:00 P.M. - AA

Thursday, November 17
4:30 P.M. – Kids Choir Practice
5:45 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
7:00 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
8:00 P.M. - AA

Friday, November 18
8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
7:00 P.M. – NA

Saturday, November 19
5:00 P.M. – Homeless Meal Deadline

Sunday, November 20
 7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
 8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
 9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
12:00 P.M. – Congregational Meeting
12:30 P.M. – Finance
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