WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC   	    My Country ‘Tis of Thee         Wilhelmi
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                                 Becky Oyler
Leader: Praise the Lord, my soul; 
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
Congregation: Praise the Lord, my soul,
and forget not all his benefits.

Praise the Lord, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding,
who obey his word.
Praise the Lord, all his heavenly hosts, 
you his servants who do his will.

Praise the Lord, all his works
everywhere in his dominion.
Praise the Lord, my soul.
—Psalm 103:1-2, 20-22, NIV

* OPENING PRAISE                Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword
God’s truth is marching on

Glory, glory hallelujah! Glory, glory hallelujah!
Glory, glory hallelujah! God’s truth is marching on.

God has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat
He is sifting out all human hearts before the judgment seat
O be swift my soul to answer; O be jubilant my feet
Our God is marching on. (Chorus)

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me
As He died to make us holy, let us live to make all free
While God is marching on. (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 24133 © Public Domain Julia Ward Howe | William Steffe CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Jesus, friend of sinners, your words to your disciples were plain: Whatever we did for the least of our brothers and sisters, we did for you. But have we fed the hungry, invited in the stranger, clothed those whose garments were thread-bare, looked after the sick, visited the incarcerated?

In your mercy, Lord, please forgive us. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING    Every Time I Feel the Spirit   #315          

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                  James 2:14-26
Page 981 in the pew Bible



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                  Step by Step		

O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.

CCLI Song No. 696994. © 1991 BMG Songs, Inc. (Admin. by BMG Music Publishing) All rights Reserved. David “Beaker” Strasser. CCLI License No. 1496394

MESSAGE 		              
                                          
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 		O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee               #357

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	Offertory	            Satisfied		     arr. Matsumura
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING               My Country ‘Tis of Thee          #561        

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE  	      Battle Hymn of the Republic                  Smith




ANNOUNCEMENTS

ELMWOOD GARDENS AUXILIARY ANNUAL FUND DRIVE. Our support comes through the May Membership Drive, bake sales, and basket raffles. The membership fee of the Auxiliary is $10. Any amount you are able to give will be greatly appreciated. Envelopes are available in the Assembly Room. Please return your envelope to the church office or Charlene Baird.

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS. Applications for the Holmes and Burrows Scholarship Funds are now available in the church office. Traditional and/or adult students who have completed at least one year of post-high school studies may qualify. Completed applications, including an essay and copy of grade transcripts, must be returned to the church office or to Sue Moore by June 1. Please contact Sue at 725-9391 for questions.

VBS REGISTRATION CONTINUES. Get ready to Dive into the Deep Blue Sea as kids discover that “God is with them Wherever They Go!” We will be diving into the deep blue sea beginning on June 22 at 9:00 A.M. and going until about Noon. All kids, preschool to grade six, are welcome to dive in with us. Preregistration will be available in the Assembly Room after worship services throughout May and June. It will also be available on our church website FPCNE.ORG, or call our church office (814) 725-8641. Please see Donna Banks for questions. 

VBS VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED. We are looking for volunteers for setting up, tearing down and experiencing the week of VBS. This year’s VBS will begin on Monday, June 20, with set-up on June 19 and take-down on June 25. Please look for the volunteer sign up in the Assembly Room or see Donna Banks.

NEW SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS BEGIN NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 5. From June 5 –September 4 there will be a SINGLE SERVICE each Sunday starting at 9:30 A.M. This will include a mix of traditional and contemporary music. Come and worship! 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS. Starting June 6, office hours will be from 9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

EXCITER ARTICLES DUE DATE EXTENDED. For summer, there will only be one issue. Therefore, we have extended the due date for June 10. Please get in any information that would be pertaining to the summer events. Thank you.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY SUMMER SCHEDULING. Starting June, Men’s Group will meet at 8:15 A.M. – 9:15 A.M. for the months of June and July. We have just started to study the book of Colossians. Men, feel free to join us on any of these Sundays for good Christian fellowship.

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected 		     89,176	42% Collected
			$ 123,631

***The flowers in the sanctuary are in memory of Mardene Ziek and our Veterans given by F.J. Ziek***

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Jerry Weinheimer, Bob Murray, Tom Schenker, Peggy Walsh
USHERS JUNE 5: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Evelyn Daughrity

NURSERY TODAY: Dave and Kristen Streeper
NURSERY JUNE 5: Jeff and Sue Hinman

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, May 30
Office Closed

Wednesday, June 1
6:30 P.M. – Fellowship Meeting

Thursday, June 2
7:00 P.M. - Three-Year-Old Graduation
No Chancel Choir Practice

Friday, June 3
7:00 P.M. - Four-Year-Old Graduation

Sunday, June 5
8:15 A.M. – Men’s Group
9:30 A.M. – Worship Service 
CE Meeting after service
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