WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy that focus on the redemptive work of Jesus 	Christ, such as the Baptism of the Lord, the Transfiguration of the Lord and the Sundays of Easter.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
May 22, 2016, 11:00 A.M.
Trinity Sunday
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC   Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! Smith
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP          Long As I Got King Jesus
Arranger - Knight

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                                  Jeff Hinman
Leader: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.
Congregation: And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope. 

And hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
In the shadow of God’s peace, in the powerful name of Jesus, and with the hope of the Holy Spirit, let us worship God.
—based on Romans 5:1-5, NRSV

* OPENING PRAISE     Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!   #138


PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Triune God, we praise you as the God of love and life. Though Jesus prayed that we would be one, we confess that we fail to live in unity with each other and with you.

We break our communion through hostile words and unkind actions. We long for your Spirit to heal us and to correct us. We long for you to help us experience communion with you and with each other as we gather around your Word.

Even now, dependent on your grace, we commit ourselves to live more fully in the unity you desire. Through Christ, our Lord, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON           			
You did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When you cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.
In Christ, by the power of the Spirit, we are forgiven. Thanks be to the triune God.
—based on Romans 8:15-17, NRSV

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING                      Holy, Holy            #140

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                    James 2:1-13
Page 981 in the pew Bible

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                  Step by Step		

O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.

CCLI Song No. 696994. © 1991 BMG Songs, Inc. (Admin. by BMG Music Publishing) All rights Reserved. David “Beaker” Strasser. CCLI License No. 1496394
MESSAGE 		              
                                          
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 			Take My Life
Holiness, holiness is what I long for; holiness is what I need.
Holiness, holiness is what You want from me.

So take my heart and form it. Take my mind, transform it.
Take my will, conform it to Yours, to Yours oh Lord.

Faithfulness, faithfulness is what I long for; faithfulness is what I need.
Faithfulness, faithfulness is what You want from me. (Chorus)

Righteousness, righteousness is what I long for; 
Righteousness is what I need.
Righteousness, righteousness is what You want from me. (Chorus)

Purity, purity is what I long for; purity is what I need.
Purity, purity is what You want from me. (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 1617154. © 1995 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Music Services) 
Scott Underwood. CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
 	Offertory	            A Gaelic Blessing		        Rutter
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING       Come, Great God of All the Ages    #132 

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE  	                     The Strife is O're	Palestrina
Trumpets	         Rick Evans, Sam Wetzel, Mark Townsend Trombones		                   Jeff Styborski, Dave Randall

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN LUNCHEON. Come celebrate your birthday at a luncheon today following the 11:00 A.M. service. You are a treasured link in the future of our mission outreach at First Presbyterian Church of North East. Ideas for future programs, joy of fellowship, giving, sharing – all good things and lunch included! Bring your pennies, nickels, dimes to total your age as an offering for the “P.W. 2016 Mission Goal.” See you there!

ELMWOOD GARDENS AUXILIARY ANNUAL FUND DRIVE. Our support comes through the May Membership Drive, bake sales, and basket raffles. The membership fee of the Auxiliary is $10. Any amount you are able to give will be greatly appreciated. Envelopes are available in the Assembly Room. Please return your envelope to the church office or Charlene Baird.

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS. Applications for the Holmes and Burrows Scholarship Funds are now available in the church office. Traditional and/or adult students who have completed at least one year of post-high school studies may qualify. Completed applications, including an essay and copy of grade transcripts, must be returned to the church office or to Sue Moore by June 1. Please contact Sue at 725-9391 for questions.

VBS REGISTRATION CONTINUES. Get ready to Dive into the Deep Blue Sea as kids discover that “God is with them Wherever They Go!” We will be diving into the deep blue sea beginning on June 22 at 9:00 A.M. and going until about Noon. All kids, preschool to grade six, are welcome to dive in with us. Preregistration will be available in the Assembly Room after worship services throughout May and June. It will also be available on our church website FPCNE.ORG, or call our church office (814) 725-8641. Please see Donna Banks for questions. 

VBS VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED. We are looking for volunteers for setting up, tearing down and experiencing the week of VBS. This year’s VBS will begin on Monday, June 20, with set-up on June 19 and take-down on June 25. Please look for the volunteer sign up in the Assembly Room or see Donna Banks.

NEW SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS COMING SOON. From June 5 –September 4 there will be a SINGLE SERVICE each Sunday starting at 9:30 A.M. This will include a mix of traditional and contemporary music. Come and worship! 

EXCITER ARTICLES DUE DATE EXTENDED. For summer, there will only be one issue. Therefore, we have extended the due date for June 10. Please get in any information that would be pertaining to the summer events. Thank you.

THANK YOU. Thanks to all for your acts of Christian kindness during our family's time of grief following the loss of my father. We are truly thankful for our church family. - Steve Seymour

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected 		     85,978	40% Collected
			$ 126,829

*** The flowers in the sanctuary were given by Scott and Tracy Connors in honor of their 29th wedding anniversary. ***

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy and Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin
USHERS MAY 29: Jerry Weinheimer, Bob Murray, Tom Schenker, Peggy Walsh
[bookmark: _GoBack]NURSERY TODAY: Andy and Jaimee Knight
NURSERY MAY 29: Dave and Kristen Streeper

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, May 23
7:00 P.M. – Session Meeting

Tuesday, May 24
6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice

Thursday, May 26
7:30 P.M. - Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday, May 29
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service 
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