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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS RED, the color for Pentecost, and is
      often used for ordination services. It also communicates the strength and
      power of the Holy Spirit.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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Day of Pentecost
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                
	  	
WELCOME	                                                           Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                                      Bob Murray
Leader: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Congregation: Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.
For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.
—Psalm 100, NIV

* OPENING PRAISE                             In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My comforter my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died the wrath of God was satisfied
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine bought with the precious blood of Christ
			
No guilt in life no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny
No pow’r of hell no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand
‘Til He returns or calls me home here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand

CCLI Song No. 3350395. © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Keith Getty / Stuart Townend CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Righteous Father, we who own more than we use, proclaim more than we experience, and request more than we need, come asking your forgiveness.

We seek your salvation, then act like we save ourselves. We beg your forgiveness, then repeat our errors. We experience your grace, then act defeated. We rely on your power, but only in hard times. We have become confused and misguided. 

Forgive our every defection. Bring us to an unbroken commitment
and a steady trust, through Jesus Christ, who is the way of hope,
the truth of God, and the life of love, now and always. Amen.

LAMENT		     Breathe on Me, Breath of God                       #316

ASSURANCE OF PARDON           			

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

TEACHER RECOGNITION 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                      James 1:19-27
Page 980 in the pew Bible

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                  Step by Step			
O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.

CCLI Song No. 696994. © 1991 BMG Songs, Inc. (Admin. by BMG Music Publishing) All rights Reserved. David “Beaker” Strasser. CCLI License No. 1496394

MESSAGE 		              
                                          
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	                                     Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God breathe new life into my willing soul
Let the presence of the risen Lord 
Come renew my heart and make me whole
Cause Your word to come alive in me
Give me faith for what I cannot see
Give me passion for Your purity, Holy Spirit breathe new life in me

Holy Spirit come abide within may Your joy be seen in all I do
Love enough to cover every sin in each thought and deed and attitude
Kindness to the greatest and the least
Gentleness that sows the path of peace
Turn my strivings into works of grace
Breath of God show Christ in all I do

Holy Spirit from creation's birth giving life to all that God has made
Show Your power once again on earth
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice
That in unity the face of Christ may be clear for all the world to see

CCLI Song # 4779872 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2006 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394
	

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
 	Offertory	            
Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING                       Here I Am, Lord                         #525

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE  	      

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY IS TEACHER RECOGNITION DAY. Please join us today to honor all those Sunday School teachers who have so willingly given of themselves and shared their gifts with our children and adults, in our Sunday School classes. Thank you for sharing your gifts and helping our children and adults grow in their faith. Sunday School teachers should take a geranium plant before leaving today -- there is one for each individual and teacher teams included within the Pentecost flowers.

THE LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL. The last day of Sunday School for the Children and Youth is today. Kirk Kids will continue throughout the month of May.

[bookmark: _GoBack]EXCITER ARTICLES. Please have your articles turned in by the May 20. Thank you.

SPRING CLEAN UP. The Mission Committee is happy to bring the church community the Spring Clean Up event. Mark your calendars for May 21 from 9:00 A.M. until about 12:00 P.M. A light lunch will follow at the church. If you know someone that needs help or would like to volunteer, there will be sign-up sheets in the Assembly Room. Everyone is welcome. Bring your rakes, shovels, and any other yard tools. Come join in serving others and enjoying terrific fellowship.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN LUNCHEON. Come celebrate your birthday at a luncheon Sunday, May 22 following the 11:00 A.M. service. You are a treasured link in the future of our mission outreach at First Presbyterian Church of North East. Ideas for future programs, joy of fellowship, giving, sharing – all good things and lunch included! Bring your pennies, nickels, dimes to total your age as an offering for the “P.W. 2016 Mission Goal.” See you there!

ELMWOOD GARDENS AUXILIARY ANNUAL FUND DRIVE. Our support comes through the May Membership Drive, bake sales, and basket raffles. The membership fee of the Auxiliary is $10. Any amount you are able to give will be greatly appreciated. Envelopes are available in the Assembly Room. Please return your envelope to the church office or Charlene Baird.

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS. Applications for the Holmes and Burrows Scholarship Funds are now available in the church office. Traditional and/or adult students who have completed at least one year of post-high school studies may qualify. Completed applications, including an essay and copy of grade transcripts, must be returned to the church office or to Sue Moore by June 1. Please contact Sue at 725-9391 for questions.

VBS REGISTRATION BEGINS. Get ready to Dive into the Deep Blue Sea as kids discover that “God is with them Wherever They Go!” We will be diving into the deep blue sea beginning on June 22 at 9:00 A.M. and going until about Noon. All kids preschool to grade six are welcome to dive in with us. Preregistration will be available in the Assembly Room after worship services throughout May and June. It will also be available on our church website FPCNE.ORG, or call our church office (814) 725-8641. Please see Donna Banks for questions. 

VBS VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED. We are looking for volunteers for setting up, tearing down and experiencing the week of VBS. This year’s VBS will begin on Monday, June 20, with set-up on June 19 and take-down on June 25. Please look for the volunteer sign up in the Assembly Room or see Donna Banks.

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS COMING SOON. From June 5 –September 4 there will be a SINGLE SERVICE each Sunday starting at 9:30 A.M. This will include a mix of traditional and contemporary music. Come and worship! 

PLEDGES
Needed			$ 212,807
Collected 		     78,945	37% Collected
			$ 133,862

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Vern and Kitty Hurlburt, Joe and Sue Spacht, Garrett Connors
USHERS MAY 22: Kathy and Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin

NURSERY TODAY: Cathy, Tom and Jenn McClure
NURSERY MAY 22: Andy and Jaimee Knight

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, May 16
6:30 P.M. – Trustees Meeting

Tuesday, May 17
6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
7:30 P.M. – Preschool Board Meeting

Thursday, May 19
7:30 P.M. - Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday, May 22
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service 
Presbyterian Women Spring Birthday Luncheon after service

image1.png




