WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy that focus on the redemptive work of Jesus 	Christ, such as the Baptism of the Lord, the Transfiguration of the Lord and the Sundays of Easter.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
May 1, 2016, 11:00 AM
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC     Allegro from Violin Sonata, Op. 5     Corelli
	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP				          Barb Zorzie
Leader: Sing to the Lord a new song;
Congregation: Sing to the Lord , all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, praise his name;
proclaim his salvation day after day.
—Psalm 96:1-2, NIV

* OPENING PRAISE          When Morning Gilds the Skies         #487       

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my guilt, for it is great. Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. Relieve the troubles of my heart, and bring me out of my distress. Consider my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins.
—Psalm 25:6-8, 11, 16-18, NRSV

LAMENT                                  Jesus You’re the Way

Jesus you’re the way; in You all truth is found
The Fountainhead of life, the only Door

Where else can I turn? Where else can I go?
You alone have the only words I need to know

Jesus, Prince of Peace; the Branch from David’s throne
Messiah, Son of God, the Great I Am (Chorus)

Shepherd of the soul; the light of everyone
The King of Kings who reigns in glory now

CCLI Song No. 2187002. © 1995 Seedsower Music. Walt Harrah. CCLI License No. 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON           			

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE					                  James 1:12-15
Page 980 in the pew Bible

MESSAGE 		              
                                          
THE LORD’S SUPPER

* HYMN 	               Wonderful, Merciful Savior

Wonderful, merciful Savior; Precious Redeemer and Friend
Who would have thought that a Lamb could 
Rescue the souls of men, O You rescue the souls of men

Counselor, Comforter, Keeper; Spirit we long to embrace
You offer hope when our hearts have 
Hopelessly lost the way; O we hopelessly lost the way

You are the One that we praise. You are the One we adore.
You give the healing and grace our hearts always hunger for
Oh our hearts always hunger for

Almighty, infinite Father; faithfully loving Your own
Here in our weakness You find us falling before Your throne
O we’re falling before Your throne (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 106879. © 1989 Word Music, LLC\Dayspring Music, LLC (a div. of Word Music Group, Inc.)\(a div. of Word Music Group, Inc.) Dawn Rodgers / Eric Wyse CCLI License No. 1496394

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
 	Offertory	            
The Doxology						          #592
Prayer of Dedication 

CHILDREN’S INSTRUCTION ABOUT THE LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD
Please eat the bread as you receive it.

SHARING OF THE CUP
Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH		         The Apostles’ Creed
					     (page 14, Traditional Version)

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING             I Danced in the Morning           #302

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE  	     Rejoice Greatly, O My Soul             Mansfield

ANNOUNCEMENTS

QUARTERLY STATEMENTS ARE READY. Please pick up your quarterly statement and help save on stamps. Thank you!

ORDER FLOWERS FOR PENTECOST. This year we would like to decorate the sanctuary with red geraniums for Pentecost Sunday, May 15. Order forms are available in the Assembly Room. The cost will be $4.40 each.

A SPECIAL EVENT FOR CHILDREN. Today, Pastor Gregg will have a special activity during the service. In lieu of our normal Children's Blessing, Pastor Gregg will be conducting a special Communion Instruction for the young children of our congregation. There will be no Kirk Kids today.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING. On May 8, there will be a called meeting of the congregation with the purpose of electing a Deacon during the 11:00 A.M. service.

TEACHER RECOGNITION AND LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL. The last day of Sunday School for the Children and Youth is Sunday, May 15. Though there will be no Kirk Kids on Sunday May 1, Kirk Kids will continue throughout the month of May. We will also celebrate our teachers on May 15. Please join us as we both thank them for their service and celebrate their gifts at the 11:00 A.M. service.
SPRING CLEAN UP. The Mission Committee is happy to bring the church community The Spring Clean Up event. Mark your calendars for May 21, 2016 starting at 9:00 A.M. and going until approximately 12:00 P.M. A light lunch will follow at the church. If you know someone that needs help or wants help or just want to volunteer, there will be signup sheets in the assembly room. All are welcome. Bring your rakes, shovels, and any other yard tools. Come join in the Lord’s work and great fellowship.

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS. Applications for the Holmes and Burrows Scholarship Funds are now available in the church office. Traditional and/or adult students who have completed at least one year of post-high school studies may qualify. Completed applications, including an essay and copy of grade transcripts, must be returned to the church office or to Sue Moore by June 1. Please contact Sue at 725-9391 for questions.

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected 		     70,996	33% Collected
			$ 141,811

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler
USHERS MAY 8: Bob and Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern, Vivian Daughrity

NURSERY TODAY: Evelyn Daughrity and Makayla Albney
NURSERY MAY 8: Kathy and Lynn Peterson
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PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Tuesday, May 3
6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice

Wednesday, May 4
6:30 P.M. – Fellowship Meeting

Thursday, May 5
7:30 P.M. - Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday, May 8 – Mother’s Day
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service/Congregational Meeting
Mission Meeting after Service
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