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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
July 31, 2016, 9:30 A.M.
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                       
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                                    Joe Spacht
Leader: The eternal Father, who loved us and set us free from our sins, who loves us still with that love that will not let us go, and who will love us forever, calls us to worship him today as the only true lover of our souls.

Congregation: The Lord stoops to receive the love of our poor hearts. He calls us to remember the depth of his love for us in Christ. God seeks our love!

* OPENING PRAISE        	         Arise, My Soul, Arise

Arise, my soul, arise, shake off your guilty fears;
The bleeding sacrifice, in my behalf appears;
Before the throne my Surety stands, 
Before the throne my Surety stands, my name is written on His hands.

Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Shake off your guilty fears and rise

He ever lives above, for me to intercede;
His all redeeming love, His precious blood, to plead;
His blood atoned for every race, His blood atoned for every race,
And sprinkles now the throne of grace. (Chorus)

Five bleeding wounds He bears; received on Calvary;
They pour effectual prayers; they strongly plead for me:
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, 
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, 
“Nor let that ransomed sinner die!” (Chorus x 2)

My God is reconciled; His pardoning voice I hear;
He owns me for His child; I can no longer fear
With confidence I now draw nigh, With confidence I now draw nigh,
And “Father, Abba, Father,” cry. (Chorus x 2)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Our Father, forgive us for thinking small thoughts of you and for ignoring your immensity and greatness. Lord Jesus, forgive us when we forget that you rule the nations and our small lives. Holy Spirit, we offend you in minimizing your power and squandering your gifts. We confess that our blindness to your glory, O triune God, has resulted in shallow confession, tepid conviction, and only mild repentance.

Have mercy upon us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

LAMENT		Open My Eyes That I May See                     #324

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*SONG OF THANKSGIVING    Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     #376




PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE					                  James 5:13-20
Page 983 in the pew Bible

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                  Step by Step		

O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.

CCLI Song No. 696994. © 1991 BMG Songs, Inc. (Admin. by BMG Music Publishing) All rights Reserved. David “Beaker” Strasser. CCLI License No. 1496394              

MESSAGE
                                          
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	           Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                  #387

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
Offertory      	        Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us         Nash 
Prayer of Dedication  

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING            How Can I Keep From Singing

There is an endless song echoes in my soul, I hear the music ring
And though the storms may come, I am holding on to the Rock I cling
How can I keep from singing Your praise
How can I ever say enough, how amazing is Your Love
How can I keep from shouting Your Name
I know I am loved by the King and it makes my heart want to sing

I will lift my eyes in the darkest night for I know my Savior lives
And I will walk with You knowing You'll see me through
And sing the songs You give (Chorus)

I can sing in the troubled times, sing when I win
I can sing when I lose my step and fall down again
I can sing ‘cause You pick me up, sing ‘cause You’re there
I can sing ‘cause You hear me Lord when I call to You in prayer
I can sing with my last breath, sing for I know
That I’ll sing with the angels and the saints around the throne (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 4822372 © 2006 worshiptogether.com songs | sixsteps Music | Alletrop Music | Thankyou Music | Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Matt Redman CCLI License No. 1496394

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE	   How Can I Keep From Singing (Reprise)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PICNIC AT FREEPORT BEACH. On August 7 after service at 11:30 A.M., we will meet at Freeport Beach for a picnic. Please bring a dish to share and your own place settings. Hot dogs will be provided. There will be fun and games for everyone. Don’t forget your swimsuit, beach toys and maybe a lawn chair. There is a sign-up sheet in the Assembly Room. See you at the beach!

ERIE GIVES. The event takes place on August 9. You have 12 hours to make your donation between the hours of 8 A.M. and 8 P.M. The minimum gift is $25. There is no limit to the amount of money you may give. The Erie Community Foundation and our sponsors will enhance donors’ gift by providing a prorated match to each gift made to a nonprofit. The money donated will go towards the Mission Trip for 2017.
LET’S GET READY FOR SCHOOL! This will be our ninth year to participate in the North East “Adopt a Student” program to help students be clothed and have new backpacks to begin the school year. Usually, we have had 170 – 200 children who were in need of assistance through this program sponsored by the North East Council of Churches. There are many in need in our community. Please consider “adopting” a child or two. As we try to meet the needs of many students, we ask that you purchase one or two outfits, underwear, socks, and a backpack. If you are able and wish to purchase more clothing, please consider “adopting” more than one child. Your help is greatly appreciated. Student information is available now. Begin now to prayerfully consider how you can help. If you are unable to shop, we will accept monetary gifts and find a willing shopper. School supplies and personal hygiene items are also being collected through the “Back 2 School” success program coordinated by Rachel Gollhardt. Thank you for offering a helping hand to a child. “Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BOOK CLUB. Presbyterian Women will be starting a book club. There will be an organizational meeting on Thursday, September 8 at 2:00 P.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s study. If you have any questions, please contact Marge Campbell at 725-1183.

DIRECTORY UPDATE. If you have any changes in your contact information, please let the office know. An updated directory is to come out this August. Thank you.

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected 		   117,985	55% Collected
			$   94,822

***The flowers in the sanctuary were given by Kitty and Vern Hurlburt.***

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Jerry Weinheimer, Bob Murray, Tom Schencker, Peggy Walsh
USHERS AUGUST 7: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Evelyn Daughrity

NURSERY TODAY: Donna Banks
NURSERY AUGUST 7: Peggy Walsh and Logan Salas

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sunday, August 7
9:30 A.M. – Worship Service 
CE Meeting after service
11:30 A.M. - Freeport Picnic @ Freeport Beach
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