 WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
July 24, 2016, 9:30 A.M.
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                       
	  	
WELCOME	                                                           Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                                    Tom McClure
Leader: God calls us to worship, 
Congregation: and we come,
some with laughter and songs of joy.
God calls us to worship, and we come,
some from a sense of obligation or habit.
God calls us to worship, and we come,
some with hearts heavy with grief.
God calls us to worship, and we come,
some with distraction or exhaustion.
God calls us to worship, and we come,
some with eagerness and enthusiasm.
God calls us to worship, and we come,
some with stress, loneliness, or depression.
As God’s dearly loved children,
we bring all our joy and pain, hurt and hope
into this place of Spirit-given grace, love, and hope.

* OPENING PRAISE        		A New Hallelujah    

Can you hear there’s a new song 
Breaking out from the children of freedom
Every race and every nation, sing it out sing a new hallelujah… yeah

Let us sing love to the nations
Bringing hope of the grace that has freed us
Make it known and make Him famous
Sing it out sing a new hallelujah… yeah

Arise, let the church arise—let love reach to the other side
Alive, come alive, let the song arise

Everyone sings a new song reaching out with a new hallelujah
Every son and every daughter, everyone sing a new hallelujah

Chorus
Everyone sing a new hallelujah. Everyone sing a new hallelujah.

CCLI Song No. 5285860 © 2008 Smittyfly Music | Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Word Music Group, Inc.) | Debbie Smith | Michael W. Smith | Paul Baloche CCLI License No. 1496394  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
Holy God, we confess that we have not lived as you have taught us. We have put our longing for money, success, or happiness above our desire for you and your kingdom. We worry about what others will think, what we wear, how our reputation can be polished.

We make idols out of the winning record of a sport team, the next promotion at work, the perfect family, the cleanliness of our house, or the latest technology.

We are careless with our words, saying things we don’t mean, things that are hurtful to our children or friends.

We are so busy with our lives that we forget our every breath depends on you. While we waste time on meaningless activities, we fail to recognize moments of grace throughout our day.

We indulge in hateful thoughts against those we feel have offended us, and we are indifferent toward the suffering in our own neighborhoods.

We forget that all people bear your image. In an effort to look better, we compare ourselves to others.

We take advantage of weakness and are passive in the face of injustice. For personal gain and reputation, we lie blatantly, and we lie by omission.

We would rather blame others unjustly than accept fault.

We long for what is not ours and begrudge the blessings of others.

Forgive us for thinking of ourselves before others and before you. Free us from unreasonable expectations of ourselves and others, from the need to compete, and from loss of perspective so that we may glorify you in all we think, say, and do. Amen.

LAMENT 			Draw Me Close

Draw me close to You; Never let me go
I lay it all down again
To hear You say that I’m Your friend

You are my desire; No one else will do
‘Cause nothing else could take Your place
To feel the warmth of Your embrace
Help me find the way; Bring me back to You

You’re all I want; You’re all I’ve ever needed
You’re all I want; Help me know You are near

Written by Kelly Carpenter. CCLI Song No. 1459484. © 1994 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Music Services) All rights Reserved. CCLI License No. 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*SONG OF THANKSGIVING            To God Be the Glory                      #485

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE					                        James 5:7-12
Page 982 in the pew Bible



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                  Step by Step		

O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.

CCLI Song No. 696994. © 1991 BMG Songs, Inc. (Admin. by BMG Music Publishing) All rights Reserved. David “Beaker” Strasser. CCLI License No. 1496394              

MESSAGE
                                          
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	      Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore                    #377

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
Offertory      	           
Prayer of Dedication  

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING                        Arise, My Soul, Arise

Arise, my soul, arise, shake off your guilty fears;
The bleeding sacrifice, in my behalf appears;
Before the throne my Surety stands, 
Before the throne my Surety stands, my name is written on His hands.

Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Shake off your guilty fears and rise

He ever lives above, for me to intercede;
His all redeeming love, His precious blood, to plead;
His blood atoned for every race, His blood atoned for every race,
And sprinkles now the throne of grace. (Chorus)

Five bleeding wounds He bears; received on Calvary;
They pour effectual prayers; they strongly plead for me:
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, 
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, 
“Nor let that ransomed sinner die!” (Chorus x 2)

My God is reconciled; His pardoning voice I hear;
He owns me for His child; I can no longer fear
With confidence I now draw nigh, With confidence I now draw nigh,
And “Father, Abba, Father,” cry. (Chorus x 2)

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE	           Arise, My Soul, Arise (Reprise)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the Cherry Pies. There were those of you who helped make and bake and those of you who helped at the tent. It couldn’t be done without our volunteers, so again, thank you.

QUARTERLY STATEMENTS. Please save a stamp and pick up your statement in the Assembly Room. Thank you!

ERIE GIVES. The event takes place on August 9. You have 12 hours to make your donation between the hours of 8 A.M. and 8 P.M. The minimum gift is $25. There is no limit to the amount of money you may give. The Erie Community Foundation and our sponsors will enhance donors’ gift by providing a prorated match to each gift made to a nonprofit. The money donated will go towards the Mission Trip for 2017.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BOOK CLUB. Presbyterian Women will be starting a book club. There will be an organizational meeting on Thursday, September 8 at 2:00 P.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s study. If you have any questions, please contact Marge Campbell at 725-1183.

DIRECTORY UPDATE. If you have any changes in your contact information, please let the office know. An updated directory is to come out this August. Thank you.

PLEDGES
Needed			$ 212,807
Collected 		   115,388	54% Collected
			$   97,419

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy and Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin
USHERS JULY 31: Jerry Weinheimer, Bob Murray, Tom Schencker, Peggy Walsh

[bookmark: _GoBack]NURSERY TODAY: Carol Orton and Vivian Daughrity
NURSERY JULY 31: Donna Banks

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, July 31
8:15 A.M. – Men’s Group
9:30 A.M. – Worship Service 
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