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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the east and south side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS BLUE, which is used during the penitential and preparation seasons of Advent and Lent.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.


First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
December 4, 2016, 11:00 A.M.
Second Sunday of Advent
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC      		   

WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

INVITATION TO WORSHIP        Close to Christmas         Mauldin

* LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 	
							       Tom McClure

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. Advent means coming. We are preparing ourselves for the days

When the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
Isaiah 2:4

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.					
Isaiah 11:6
CONGREGATION: Our Lord, come!

* OPENING PRAISE         Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus              #2



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  	
Prepare the way of the Lord! Let us make our confession to God.

O promised Christ: We are a world at war.
Our peace depends on your coming.
We are a sinful people.
Our pardon depends on your coming.
We are full of good intentions but weak at keeping promises;
our only hope of doing God’s will is that you should come and help us do it.

Lord Christ, Word made flesh, our world waits for your peace,
for your pardon, and for your grace. Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Jesus, the long-expected Savior, was born to set us free.
He releases us from our fears and sins and helps us find our rest in him. Jesus delivers us from the way of sin and death. Yet he remains the desire of people in every nation, and he will direct us into the ways of his kingdom.

And so, with hopeful hearts, we call to him:
Come now, long-expected Jesus, come again to rule in our hearts. Amen.
—inspired by Charles Wesley (1744)

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God of love and power, you are revealed to us in your Word, in accounts of prophecy and fulfillment that direct our attention to Jesus Christ.

Illumine us now as we hear your Word proclaimed, that we may open our hearts to him, yearn for his coming in glory, and serve him with joy. Amen.

SCRIPTURE			      		        Isaiah 60: 1-5, 19-22	                                                           Page 602 in the pew Bible

* ADVENT SONG	What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright    Insert

MESSAGE     		“A Star of Glory”

THE LORD’S SUPPER

* HYMN 		 Emmanuel (Hallowed Manger Ground)

What hope we hold one starlit night
A King is born in Bethlehem
Our journey long we seek the light
That leads to the hallowed manger ground

Emmanuel, Emmanuel. God incarnate here to dwell
Emmanuel, Emmanuel. Praise His name Emmanuel

What fear we felt in the silent age
Four-hundred years can He be found
But broken by a baby's cry
Rejoice in the hallowed manger ground (Chorus)

The Son of God here born to bleed
A crown of thorns would pierce His brow
And we beheld this offering
Exalted now the King of kings
Praise God for the hallowed manger ground  (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 5601640 © 2009 worshiptogether.com songs | sixsteps Music | Vamos Publishing | Alletrop Music Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash CCLI License No. 1496394

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory      	                   Stars of Glory                     Althouse
The Doxology						          #592
Prayer of Dedication 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD
Please eat the bread as you receive it.

SHARING OF THE CUP
Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH		         The Apostles’ Creed
					     (page 14, Traditional Version)

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING            Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers           #15

* BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE	    

ANNOUNCEMENTS
YOU ARE INVITED TO THE ANNUAL FAMILY ADVENT PROGRAM TODAY at 4 P.M. with dinner immediately following. Please bring a large dish to share. We look forward to seeing you!

PLEASE DONATE CANNED GREEN BEANS for the “Community Christmas Boxes.” Last year, over 170 needy families were served by this long-standing ministry. Our church has been asked to provide 175 cans of green beans by Friday, December 9. 

DO YOU KNOW A FAMILY IN NEED? Sign them up for a Christmas Box using the special forms in the church office. All information is kept confidential. The deadline is December 5.

SQUARE CIRCLE WILL JOIN IN FELLOWSHIP for a Christmas dinner on Wednesday, December 14 at 6:30 p.m. at Bova's Restaurant. Please bring an ornament if you wish to participate in our gift exchange. Please make your reservation by December 12 with Deanna Ott either by phone (725-1770) or email (ottd49@roadrunner.com) if you plan on attending.

YOUTH CHRISTMAS COOKIES Let our youth be your bakers for the Christmas season. The cost is $10 for a scrumptious plate of two (2) dozen cookies. Order through today on the signup sheet in the Assembly Room. Cookies are to be picked up after either worship service on December 11.

BAKING SUPPLIES NEEDED Our youth are requesting donations of baking supplies (flour, sugar, butter, sprinkles, etc.) to help defer the cost of our cookie baking project. If you can help; please drop your donations off in the Church Office. Thank you!

OUR KIDS’ CHOIR is excited to be singing at the Family Advent Program today at 4:00 P.M. Other youth will be participating in our Advent Program, “That Special Star.” Please come out and support our youth and then stay for dinner following the program. Please bring a large dish to share. Ham and beverages will be provided.  

IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO GET MORE INVOLVED AT FPCNE, our Music Ministry welcomes you to join one of our choirs. Bell Choir rehearsals are held on Thursdays at 5:45 P.M. Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. The Worship Team practices at 7:45 A.M. on Sunday mornings. Speak with Jane Livingston for more information.

THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB will not meet in December. The group looks forward to resuming on January 12, 2017 at 2 P.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s study. They will be discussing When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi. 

THE LAST DAY TO ORDER POINSETTIAS is next Sunday, 
December 11. 

JOIN US EACH WEEK at 8:30 A.M. for our contemporary worship service or 11:00 A.M. for our more traditional service. Our Sunday School hour is held from 9:45 to 10:45 A.M. We have classes for all ages. Kirk Kids is offered during the 11:00 A.M. worship service.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected 		$ 192,216	90% Collected
			$  20,591
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PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 



USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Sophie Tyler 

USHERS DECEMBER 11: Bob & Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, 
Al Mohnkern, Vivian Daughrity

NURSERY TODAY: Dean & Kathy Taylor

NURSERY DECEMBER 11: Dennis & Sandy Drab

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, December 5
8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise

Wednesday, December 7
8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, December 8
5:45 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice
7:00 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice
8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, December 9
8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
7:00 P.M. – NA

Saturday, December 10
 10:00 A.M. – Youth Cookie Baking

Sunday, December 11
 7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
 8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
 9:45 A.M. – Sunday School for All Ages
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
12:00 P.M. – Mission Committee
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