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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, the People of Promise, joining in worship with our Christian family. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. LARGE PRINT HYMNALS and BULLETINS are available from the ushers

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the south and east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (www.fpcne.org). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC       And the Glory of the Lord      G.F. Handel
   	  	
WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP					       Psalm
Leader: O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. His right hand and his holy arm have gained him victory. 

Congregation: The Lord has made known his victory; he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.  He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises.  Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody. With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it. Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.  Let us worship God!

[bookmark: _GoBack]* CAROLS	                 Angels We Have Heard on High               #23
    The First Nowell (v. 1-4)            		#56

			
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Today we celebrate that Jesus, our Lord, came to earth as a human, just like us but without sin. He came so that we who sin may be freed from sin. With the peace that comes from knowing Jesus came, let us confess our sins and be forgiven.

Holy God, you sent a star to guide the Magi to the child Jesus. We confess that we have not followed the light of your Word. We have not searched for signs of your love in the world or trusted your good news to be good. We have failed to praise your Son’s birth
and refused his peace on earth. We have expected little
and hoped for less.

Forgive our doubt and renew in us all fine desires, that we may watch and wait and once more hear the glad story of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the Lord. Amen.

CAROL 			In the Bleak Midwinter                       #36

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                        
I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.
—Luke 2:10-11, NIV

In Jesus Christ, we are saved!

* CAROL 		Good Christian Friends, Rejoice         	#28

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CAROL		   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly			#37

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

CAROL                    It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                   #38

SCRIPTURE LESSON			                  Isaiah 52:7-10

CAROL	              	 What Child is This?                           #53
					     
SCRIPTURE LESSON			               Hebrews 1:1-4

CAROL	              O Little Town of Bethlehem                         #44

SCRIPTURE LESSON				          John 1:1-14

MESSAGE                           

* CAROL	 	 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing	            #31

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
  	Offertory                    
	Prayer of Dedication

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* CAROL 		 Joy to the World		                        #40
Go, Tell It on the Mountain       	            #29

* BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE  	        The Hallelujah Chorus             G.F. Handel

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MAY YOUR HEART BE LIFTED IN PRAISE THIS CHRISTMAS 
for the wonderful gift of Jesus and the joy and peace He brings to our lives. Have a wonderful Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

JOIN US NEXT SUNDAY MORNING TO BEGIN 2017 with a special combined worship service. We will worship at 11:00 A.M. only on January 1. On January 8, we will resume our 8:30 A.M. Contemporary Worship Service with today’s music accompanied by our Worship Team, featuring guitars, bass, keyboard, drums, and vocals. Sunday School starts at 9:45 A.M., and our Traditional Worship Service begins at 11:00 A.M. We also have weekday opportunities for study, service, and fellowship. Check our bulletin boards, our website (www.fpcne.org), “Like” us on Facebook for updates, or call the church office (814-725-8641) for more information.

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES are on hiatus and will resume
January 8, 2017 at 9:45 A.M.

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED Monday, December 26; Friday, December 30; and Monday, January 2. 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO GET MORE INVOLVED AT FPCNE, our Music Ministry welcomes you to join one of our choirs. Bell Choir rehearsals are held on Thursdays at 5:45 P.M. Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursdays at 7:00 P.M. The Worship Team practices at 7:45 A.M. on Sunday mornings. Speak with Jane Livingston for more information.

ATTENTION ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Your annual committee report is due to the church office by December 30, 2016.

ATTENTION ALL TREASURERS: Your year-end financial report is due to the church office by January 13, 2017. Thank you for your timeliness, as this makes our auditors’ jobs easier.

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected		$ 206,877     97% Collected
                        $     5,930

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy & Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount,
Steve Seymour and Cole Elkin

USHERS JANUARY 1: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, 
Dianne Tyler and Sophie Tyler

NURSERY TODAY: David Meehl

NURSERY JANUARY 1: Jean, Ali and Brendan Bahm

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, December 26
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday, December 28
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  8:00 P.M. – AA

Thursday, December 29
 8:00 P.M. – AA

Friday, December 30
  8:15 A.M. – Pace Setters Exercise
  OFFICE CLOSED
  7:00 P.M. – NA

Sunday, January 1
11:00 A.M. – New Year’s Day Worship Service
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