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Christmas Eve
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC        
	For Unto Us a Child is Born			 Arr. Bill Wolaver
	O Holy Night!					 Arr. Bill Wolaver
	How Beautiful Are the Feet of Them		          G.F. Handel
	Noel, Noel!					               J.S. Bach
	Break Forth Into Joy			   		   J.S. Bach
	“Overture” from Unto Us a Child is Born	               J.S. Bach

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
Elder Patti Orton Kuna and Evelyn and Vivian Daughrity

Leader: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
Advent means coming. We are preparing ourselves for the days
Isa. 2:4
when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

Isa. 11:6
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.

Isa. 35:1
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

Isa. 7:14b
The Lord will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with child
and shall bear a son,
and shall name him Immanuel (God is with us).

Isa. 9:2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness,
on them light has shined.

Congregation: Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

WELCOME					   Pastor Gregg Townsend

SPECIAL MUSIC 	      What a Glorious Night          Worship Team

* CALL TO WORSHIP 
All God’s people— Boys and girls, women, men:
Come and worship!
Shepherds, Magi, saints, and angels:
Come and worship! Come and worship!
All who need the Savior, all who long for comfort:
Come and worship, come and worship Christ, the newborn King!

* CAROLS    		            Joy to the World		            #40
O Come, All Ye Faithful		#41

SPECIAL MUSIC	  Beautiful Star of Bethlehem        Chancel Choir

* CAROL	                   Angels We Have Heard on High		#23

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

SPECIAL MUSIC	           Carol of the Bells                     Bell Choir

SCRIPTURE			          Matthew 1:18-25; Matthew 2:1-12

* ADVENT SONG	What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright    Insert
MESSAGE  		                   “A Star of Joy”    

SPECIAL MUSIC	    Rejoice with Exceeding Great Joy         Rouse

RESPONDING TO THE WORD                      

* CAROL                 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                  #38

CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYER

SPECIAL MUSIC	                    He Is Born                          Sherman

OFFERING OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
	Offertory      	               When Love Was Born                Cottrell
	Prayer of Dedication
	
SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* CAROL 			 Silent Night, Holy Night

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: "Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born."

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing: "Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

* BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE		          O Holy Night		   Adolphe Adam

* * * * * * * * * * * * *


MAY YOUR HEART BE LIFTED IN PRAISE THIS CHRISTMAS 
for the wonderful gift of Jesus and the joy and peace He brings to our lives. Have a wonderful Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

CHRISTMAS MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE
Please join us at 11:00 A.M. on Christmas morning for a special worship service. Pastor Gregg will offer a thoughtful message, and we’ll sing some favorite Christmas carols.

JOIN US NEXT SUNDAY MORNING TO BEGIN 2017 with a special combined worship service. We will worship at 11:00 A.M. only on January 1. On January 8, we will resume our 8:30 A.M. Contemporary Worship Service with today’s music accompanied by our Worship Team, featuring guitars, bass, keyboard, drums, and vocals. Sunday School starts at 9:45 A.M., and our Traditional Worship Service begins at 11:00 A.M. We also have weekday opportunities for study, service, and fellowship. Check our bulletin boards, our website (www.fpcne.org), “Like” us on Facebook for updates, or call the church office (814-725-8641) for more information.
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* * * * * * * * * * * * *

