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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
August 7, 2016, 9:30 A.M.
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                       
	  	
WELCOME	                                                   Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                                Jean LaFuria
Leader: Hallelujah! Servants of God, praise, praise the name of the Lord.
Congregation: Bless the Lord’s name now and always. Praise the Lord’s name here and in every place from east to west.
—Psalm 113:1-3, TP

* OPENING PRAISE        	 The Church’s One Foundation            #442

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
There are many times we think we love you well, O God. But upon hearing your call to love you with all our heart, and all our mind, and all our strength, we confess that our love for you is a diluted love, made insipid and flat by lesser loyalties and a divided heart. Our love seems pure only for brief moments; soon our affections are drawn away. How easily our devotion dies.

Forgive us; in deep mercy spare us, despite our lost first love for you; in grace rekindle our love for you in seeing anew Jesus’ love for us. Amen.
LAMENT			The Power Of Your Love

Lord I come to You let my heart be changed renewed
Flowing from the grace that I’ve found in You
And Lord I’ve come to know the weaknesses I see in me
Will be stripped away by the pow’r of Your love

Hold me close let Your love surround me
Bring me near draw me to Your side
And as I wait I’ll rise up like the eagle
And I will soar with You
Your Spirit leads me on in the pow’r of Your love

Lord unveil my eyes let me see You face to face
The knowledge of Your love as You live in me
Lord renew my mind as Your will unfolds in my life
In living ev’ry day by the pow’r of Your love

Hold me close let Your love surround me
Bring me near draw me to Your side
And as I wait I’ll rise up like the eagle
And I will soar with You
Your Spirit leads me on in the pow’r of Your love

CCLI Song No. 917491. © 1992 Word Music, Inc./Maranatha! Music (Admin. by Word Music Group, Inc.) Geoff Bullock.  CCLI License No. 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God the Creator brings you new life,
forgives and redeems you.
Take hold of this forgiveness,
and live your life in the Spirit of Jesus. 
Amen!

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE					                  Philemon 1-16
Page 970 in the pew Bible

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                      Speak O Lord 

Speak O Lord as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your holy word
Take Your truth plant it deep in us
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith
Speak O lord and fulfill in us all your purposes for your glory

Teach us Lord full obedience, holy reverence, true humility
Test our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of Your purity
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority
Words of power that can never fail let their truth prevail over unbelief

Speak O Lord and renew our minds 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us
Speak O Lord till Your church is built
And the earth is filled with Your glory

CCLI Song # 4615235 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394

MESSAGE
                                          
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	      Called as Partners in Christ’s Service               #343

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
	Offertory      		
The Doxology						          #592
Prayer of Dedication 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD
Please eat the bread as you receive it.

SHARING OF THE CUP
Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH		         The Apostles’ Creed
					     (page 14, Traditional Version)

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING     In Christ There Is No East or West   #440

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE	         The Church’s One Foundation                 Smith

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PICNIC AT FREEPORT BEACH. Today, after service at 11:30 A.M., we will meet at Freeport Beach for a picnic. Please bring a dish to share and your own place settings. Hot dogs will be provided. There will be fun and games for everyone. Don’t forget your swimsuit, beach toys and maybe a lawn chair. See you at the beach!

ERIE GIVES. The event takes place on August 9. You have 12 hours to make your donation between the hours of 8 A.M. and 8 P.M. The minimum gift is $25. There is no limit to the amount of money you may give. The Erie Community Foundation and our sponsors will enhance donors’ gift by providing a prorated match to each gift made to a nonprofit. The money donated will go towards the Mission Trip for 2017.

LET’S GET READY FOR SCHOOL! This will be our ninth year to participate in the North East “Adopt a Student” program to help students be clothed and have new backpacks to begin the school year. Usually, we have had 170 – 200 children who were in need of assistance through this program sponsored by the North East Council of Churches. There are many in need in our community. Please consider “adopting” a child or two. As we try to meet the needs of many students, we ask that you purchase one or two outfits, underwear, socks, and a backpack. If you are able and wish to purchase more clothing, please consider “adopting” more than one child. Your help is greatly appreciated. Student information is available now. Begin now to prayerfully consider how you can help. If you are unable to shop, we will accept monetary gifts and find a willing shopper. School supplies and personal hygiene items are also being collected through the “Back 2 School” success program coordinated by Rachel Gollhardt. Thank you for offering a helping hand to a child. “Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18

EXCITER ARTICLES ARE DUE. Please have them turned in by the August 20. Thank you.

DIRECTORY UPDATE. If you have any changes in your contact information, please let the office know. An updated directory is to come out this August. Thank you.

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected 		   125,476	59% Collected
			$   87,331

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Evelyn Daughrity
USHERS AUGUST 14: Bob and Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern, Vivian Daughrity

NURSERY TODAY: Peggy Walsh and Logan Salas
NURSERY AUGUST 14: Terri Andrews

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, August 8
7:00 P.M. – Deacon Meeting 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sunday, August 14
9:30 A.M. – Worship Service 
Mission Meeting after service
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