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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.

First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
August 28, 2016, 9:30 A.M.
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC                       
	  	
WELCOME	                                                               Elder Patti Kuna

* CALL TO WORSHIP		                              Christy Mayes
Leader: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”

Congregation: Let us worship God!
—Matthew 11:28-29, NIV

* OPENING PRAISE        		How Great Is Our God      

The splendor of the King clothed in majesty
Let all the earth rejoice, let all the earth rejoice
He wraps Himself in light and darkness tries to hide
It trembles at His voice, it trembles at His voice

How great is our God, sing with me
How great is our God, and all will see how great
How great is our God

Age to age He stands and time is in His hands
Beginning and the End, beginning and the End
The Godhead three in one, Father, Spirit, Son
The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 4348399. © 2004 worshiptogether.com songs\sixsteps Music\Alletrop Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Chris Tomlin / Ed Cash / Jesse Reeves. CCLI License No. 1496394


PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
God of grace, we confess that we have elevated the things of this world above you. 
We have made idols of possessions and people and used your name for causes that are not consistent with you and your purposes. 
We have permitted our schedules to come first and have not taken the time to worship you. 
We have not always honored those who guided us in life. 
We have participated in systems that take life instead of give it. We have been unfaithful in our covenant relationships.
We have yearned for, and sometimes taken, that which is not ours,
and we have misrepresented others’ intentions.

Forgive us, O God, for the many ways we fall short of your glory. Help us to learn to live together according to your ways through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.  God’s mercies never come to an end.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING              Amazing Grace             #280

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE					                Exodus 32:7-14
Page 69 in the pew Bible


PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                  Speak O Lord	

Speak O Lord as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your holy word
Take Your truth plant it deep in us
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness 
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith
Speak O lord and fulfill in us all your purposes for your glory

Teach us Lord full obedience, holy reverence true humility
Test our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of Your purity
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority
Words of power that can never fail, let their truth prevail over unbelief

Speak O Lord and renew our minds
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time
That will echo down through eternity
And by grace we'll stand on Your promises
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us
Speak O Lord till Your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory

CCLI Song # 4615235 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License # 1496394
            
MESSAGE
                                          
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 			   In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness scorned by the ones He came to save
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine bought with the precious blood of Christ
			
No guilt in life no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny
No pow’r of hell no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand
‘Til He returns or calls me home here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand

CCLI Song No. 3350395. © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Keith Getty / Stuart Townend CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
Offertory      	           
Prayer of Dedication  

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING           I’ve Got Peace Like a River         #368     
   
* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE	        

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR ANNUAL OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 IN GIBSON PARK AT 9:30 A.M. This will be our final combined worship service for the summer. We will return to our normal worship schedules at 8:30 and 11:00 A.M. and also resume Sunday School classes on September 11. Please bring a lawn chair or blanket for sitting. In the event of rain, we will hold the service indoors at FPCNE. 

CHANCEL CHOIR PRACTICE WILL RESUME ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 AT 7:30 P.M. We welcome our youth to sing with us, from grade 7 and up. We’re looking forward to a great 2016-2017 season! See director Jane Livingston for any questions. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BOOK CLUB. Presbyterian Women will be starting a book club. There will be an organizational meeting on Thursday, September 8 at 2:00 P.M. in the conference room next to the Pastor’s study. The first book will be The Secret Chord by Geraldine Brooks, if you wanted to get a copy before the first meeting. If you have any questions, please contact Marge Campbell at 725-1183.

RALLY DAY. This year’s Rally Day will include various types of pizza, including desert pizzas, as well as salads and treats. Please rally a”round” with the Christian Education Committee and join your FPCNE family and friends for lunch, fellowship and play. You won’t have to travel anywhere this year, other than around the tables to choose your pizza, as we will celebrate the kick off of Sunday School, September 11, in our Fellowship Hall, immediately following the 11:00 A.M. church service.

FINANCIAL PEACE. Our Church's Christian Education committee is excited to offer Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University class this fall! Many folks in our church and community have found the class to be well worth the time and effort, and in many cases life-changing! The class will be held in 9 sessions, starting on Sunday, Sept. 11 @ 6:00 P.M., going through November 6. Topics include Retirement savings, Major purchase decisions, and family financial communication. Materials can be ordered online (http://www.daveramsey.com/store/financial-peace-university/financial-peace-university/cFpuClasses.html), for approximately $100.00. Alternatively, if we order in bulk through the church, there is a savings of $10.00. You can register on a sign-up sheet in the Church Office. Jenn Lucore McClure will facilitate the class, and can answer any questions you have (Lucore@hotmail.com). Pray on this. It is a wonderful experience!

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 212,807
Collected 		   138,063	65% Collected
			$   74,744

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.
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USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy and Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin
USHERS SEPTEMBER 4: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Evelyn Daughrity
NURSERY TODAY: Tom and Cathy McClure
NURSERY SEPTEMBER 4: 

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, September 4 – Service in the Park
9:30 A.M. – Worship Service 
CE Meeting after service
Mission Meeting after service
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