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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy that focus on the redemptive work of Jesus 	Christ, such as the Baptism of the Lord, the Transfiguration of the Lord and the Sundays of Easter.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (www.fpcne.org). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
First Presbyterian Church
North East, PA
April 3, 2016, 11:00 AM
Second Sunday of Easter
Jane M. Livingston, Director of Music
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor

*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC		      Above All  		    Keveren

WELCOME		                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP				       Beth Seymour
Leader: Christ is risen from the dead. Alleluia!
Congregation: We know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.

The death he died, he died to sin once for all;
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
—based on Romans 6:9-10, NIV

* OPENING PRAISE           	The Risen Christ

O Breath of God come fill this place
Revive our hearts to know Your grace
And from our slumber make us rise that we may know the risen Christ

O Word of God so clear and true, renew our minds to trust in You
And give to us the Bread of Life that we may know the risen Christ

O love of God so unrestrained, refresh our souls in Jesus' name
Let us reflect Your sacrifice that we may know the risen Christ

May God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit make us one
In holiness let us unite that we may know the risen Christ

CCLI Song No. 4109978. © 2003 Thankyou Music | Phil Madeira Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) | (Admin. by Fun Attic Music). Keith Getty | Phil Madeira. CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
If, at times, we deny you, God forgive.
When the risks of discipleship are high,
and we are nowhere to be found:
God forgive.
When we wash our hands of responsibility:
God forgive.
When we cast our lot with powerful oppressors
and seek to buy freedom with silver:
God forgive.
When fear keeps us from witnessing to your truth,
or prejudice keeps us from believing it:
God forgive.
In the bright light of Easter morning, O God, our sin is exposed, and your grace is revealed.
Tender God, raise us in your love so that, with joy, we may witness to your awesome deeds, in the name of Jesus, the risen one. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
When you were dead in trespasses, God made you alive together with him,
When he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands.

He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.
—from Colossians 2:13-15, NRSV

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING       	Above All
Above all powers, above all kings,
Above all nature and all created things;
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man,
You were here before the world began.
Above all kingdoms, above all thrones,
Above all wonders the world has ever known;
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth,
There’s no way to measure what You’re worth.
Crucified, laid behind a stone.
You lived to die rejected and alone.
Like a rose trampled on the ground,
You took the fall and thought of me above all.

Song No. 2672885.© 1999 Integrity's Hosanna! Music\LenSongs Publishing (c/o Integrity Music, Inc.)\(Admin. by LenSongs Publishing) CCLI Lenny LeBlanc/Paul Baloche CCLI License No. 1496394

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE					                      James 1:1-8
(Page 980 in pew Bible)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                  Step by Step

O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
O God You are my God, and I will ever praise You.
I will seek You in the morning, and I will learn to walk in Your ways.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.
And step by step You'll lead me, and I will follow You all of my days.

CCLI Song No. 696994. © 1991 BMG Songs, Inc. (Admin. by BMG Music Publishing) All rights Reserved. David “Beaker” Strasser. CCLI License No. 1496394

MESSAGE 	               “So Now What? Rejoice and Pray!”		 

THE LORD’S SUPPER

* HYMN 	              My Faith Looks Up to Thee                       #383

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
 	Offertory	                 Here At the Cross                      Duren
The Doxology						          #592
Prayer of Dedication 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD
Please eat the bread as you receive it.

SHARING OF THE CUP
Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH		         The Apostles’ Creed
					     (page 14, Traditional Version)

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING   Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   #514

* BENEDICTION			

* POSTLUDE  	        I Will Sing of My Redeemer              Martin    

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS. "Open Your Bible" is a seven week study for women of the truth of Scripture. Grounded in Reformed doctrine, the study takes us through why the Bible is for us and for now, and truth. We learn how to approach truth, engage truth, apply truth, abide in truth, live in truth, and share truth as we open our Bibles daily to see what Scripture has for us. The study is an outreach of "She Reads Truth" and our teachers are Raechel Myers and Amanda Bible Williams. Yes, her maiden name really is Bible! Join us beginning Sunday April 3 at 9:45 A.M.!

MISSION CONVOCATION. Please join the CE Committee in welcoming Kris Wamsley from World Vision for a Mission Convocation on Sunday, April 10. Kris will do a presentation during the Sunday School hour for both adults and youth; as well as a brief introduction of herself and World Vision at the beginning of both services. We will then honor and thank her for her service at the coffee hour following the 11:00 A.M. service.

BAKE SALE. On Sunday, April 17, the Mission Team/Committee will be sponsoring a bake sale to help raise funds for the July Mission Trip to Philippi, West Virginia. You can help the Mission Team in two ways. First, we are asking for donations of baked goods to sell. If you are interested in making a donation, please see Donna Banks and she can help with any questions regarding pricing and bagging. Second, you can indulge yourself and buy some of our fresh baked goods.

YOUTH SUNDAY. Please join the CE Committee as we celebrate our 2016 graduates and youth on April 24 as we celebrate Youth Sunday. The CE Committee will be providing a luncheon meal consisting of ham, potatoes, salad, fruit, rolls and butter and cake. Place settings will be provided and if you are so inclined; you are welcome to bring a dish or dessert to share.

BLANKET SUNDAY. April 17 is Blanket Sunday.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SPRING GATHERING. There are informational flyers available in Assembly Room where you can also signup.

PLEDGES
Needed		$ 213,977
Collected 		     53,871	25% Collected
			$ 160,106

    *** The flowers in the sanctuary were given by the Morton’s.***

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler, Evelyn Daughrity
USHERS APRIL 10: Bob and Sandy Nelson, Ron Blosser, Al Mohnkern, Vivian Daughrity

NURSERY TODAY: Lisa and Marissa Kelly
NURSERY APRIL 10: Tracy and Ashley Connors

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Tuesday, April 5
6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice

Wednesday, April 6
4:30 P.M. –Kids Choir Practice
6:30 P.M. – Fellowship Meeting

Thursday, April 7
7:30 P.M. – Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday, April 10
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
Mission Meeting after Service


image1.png




