WELCOME
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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, joining in worship with our Christian family. Please take a moment to complete a Visitor/Guest Card, which is located in the pew racks, and place it in the collection plate during the time of Offering. We are glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off or silence cell phones, tablets, and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN: NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 4 through third grade are invited to attend KIRK KIDS, following the Children’s Blessing. KIRK KIDS will return to the assembly room at the end of the service. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the designated church parking spaces on the back east side of the church, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church is also available on nights and Sunday mornings.

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy that focus on the redemptive work of Jesus 	Christ, such as the Baptism of the Lord, the Transfiguration of the Lord and the Sundays of Easter.

SERMON CDs are available in the church library. Pastor Townsend’s sermons are also available on our church website (FPCNE.ORG). Simply click on the SERMONS LINK. You may also download our church bulletins and newsletters from the church website.
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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS. Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family. The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC        
	  	
WELCOME		                                              Pastor Gregg Townsend

INTROIT		     Here I Am to Worship	             Kids’ Choir

* CALL TO WORSHIP			                  Makayla Albney	
Leader: Come, let us bow down in worship,
Congregation: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;
for he is our God
and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.
—Psalm 95:6-7, NIV

* OPENING PRAISE                      Morning Has Broken                      #469

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  			               Evelyn Daughrity
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you  in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.

LAMENT                                  Jesus You’re the Way

Jesus you’re the way; in You all truth is found
The Fountainhead of life, the only Door

Where else can I turn? Where else can I go?
You alone have the only words I need to know

Jesus, Prince of Peace; the Branch from David’s throne
Messiah, Son of God, the Great I Am (Chorus)

Shepherd of the soul; the light of everyone
The King of Kings who reigns in glory now (Chorus)

CCLI Song No. 2187002. © 1995 Seedsower Music. Walt Harrah. CCLI License No. 1496394

ASSURANCE OF PARDON          		                  Mark Townsend
Hear the good news:
This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good. I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.
—based on 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Peter 2:24

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

SPECIAL MUSIC	  Hallelujah!  (Your Love is Amazing)        Doerksen

A PRAYER FOR OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN

SCRIPTURE	 	         Proverbs 3:1-6		      Garrett Connors

My child, do not forget my teaching,
   but let your heart keep my commandments; 
for length of days and years of life
   and abundant welfare they will give you. 
Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you;
   bind them round your neck,
   write them on the tablet of your heart. 
So you will find favor and good repute
   in the sight of God and of people. 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
   and do not rely on your own insight. 
In all your ways acknowledge him,
   and he will make straight your paths. 

MESSAGE 		                                                             Donna Banks

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN 	                 ‘Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus

‘Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus; just to take Him at His word
Just to rest upon His promise; just to know thus saith the Lord

Jesus, Jesus how I trust Him; how I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus; O for grace to trust Him more

O how sweet to trust in Jesus; just to trust His cleansing blood
Just in simple faith to plunge me; ‘neath the healing cleansing flood
(Chorus)

Yes ‘tis sweet to trust in Jesus; just from sin and self to cease
Just from Jesus simply taking; life and rest and joy and peace
(Chorus)

I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee. Precious Jesus, Savior Friend
And I know that Thou art with me; wilt be with me to the end.
(Chorus)

CCLI Song # 4053835 William James Kirkpatrick © Public Domain Music  CCLI License # 1496394

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 
Sophie Tyler

Lord Jesus, you are our living head. Teach us to be your body here on earth— your hands, your feet, your eyes, and your loving heart.

Lord, send the impulses of your love into this church. May your will and thoughts direct us. Let your hands, through our hands, supply food for our neighbors’ hunger. Let them hear your voice as we visit and talk with them. Let children come to us and sit in our laps, as they sat in yours.

Without you as our head, Lord, we are lifeless. We wait for your power, your Word, your instruction. Fill us with your life and love, Jesus.
—based on 1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TENTH AND GIFTS BEYOND
Offertory     A Medley of Hymns: Ode to Joy, Jesus Loves Me, Do Lord, and Fairest Lord Jesus                         Ali Nagle

	Prayer of Dedication  			               Vivian Daughrity 
Blessed are you, God of all creation;
through your goodness we have these gifts to share.
Accept and use our offerings for your glory
and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God forever. Amen.

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING       Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!            #341 

*CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP  			Brooks Townsend
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
—Matthew 28:19-20, NRSV

* BENEDICTION			
The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace.
—Numbers 6:24-26, NIV

* POSTLUDE  	        

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LUNCHEON TODAY. Please stay after today’s 11:00 A.M. service for a luncheon. The Christian Education Committee will provide meat, potatoes, various salads, rolls, and butter and cake for desert. Come join us.

A WHITE ROSE. The flower at the front of the sanctuary is to celebrate the birth of Aubrey Rose Williams born on April 15, 2016. She is the daughter of Jon and Laurie Williams and baby sister to Ashlyn. She is the granddaughter of Dave and Vicki Williams and Roger and Cheryl Robinson. In case anyone would like to send the family a card, Jon's address is 4901 Amy Drive in Erie 16504. 

QUARTERLY STATEMENTS ARE READY. Please pick up your quarterly statement and help save on stamps. Thank you!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SPRING GATHERING. "Celebrate and Discover the Gifts of Women" at Wayside Presbyterian Church on Saturday, April 30, 2016 from 9:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. There are informational flyers available in Assembly Room where you can also signup. RSVP to Wayside Presbyterian Church office at (814) 833-7653. Reservation deadline is Wednesday, April 20. 

FLOWERS FOR PENTECOST. There is a form available in the Assembly Room to order red geraniums for Pentecost Sunday. The cost will be $4.40 each. 

COMMUNION INSTRUCTION. On Sunday, May 1, Pastor Gregg will have a special activity during the service. In lieu of our normal Children's Blessing, Pastor Gregg will be conducting a special Communion Instruction for the young children of our congregation. There will be no Kirk Kids on this special morning.

TEACHER RECOGNITION AND LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL. The last day of Sunday School for the Children and Youth is Sunday, May 15. Though there will be no Kirk Kids on Sunday May 1, Kirk Kids will continue throughout the month of May. We will also celebrate our teachers on May 15. Please join us as we both thank them for their service and celebrate their gifts at the 11:00 A.M. service.

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS Applications for the Holmes and Burrows Scholarship Funds are now available in the church office. Traditional and/or adult students who have completed at least one year of post-high school studies may qualify. Completed applications, including an essay and copy of grade transcripts, must be returned to the church office or to Sue Moore by June 1. Please contact Sue at 725-9391 for questions.

BAKE SALE THANKS. Thank you to all who helped support our Mission Trip to Philippi this summer by participating in our Bake Sale last Sunday. Thanks to all who donated baked goods; purchased baked goods and made extremely generous donations at the bake sale. Your generosity was amazing as we were able to make over $500.00.

PLEDGES
Needed			$ 212,807
Collected 		     67,798	32% Collected
			$ 145,009

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK, AND STAY CONNECTED WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! Stay informed on all the church happenings.

USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES

USHERS TODAY: Kathy and Lynn Peterson, Barb Blount, Steve Seymour, Cole Elkin
USHERS MAY 1: Dave Meehl, John Wilcox, Roger Meehl, Dianne Tyler
NURSERY TODAY: Deanna Ott and Becky Oyler
NURSERY MAY 1: Evelyn Daughrity and Makayla Albney

PRAYERS, JOYS, & CONCERNS

We pray for our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins, and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641), or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com). 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, April 25
7:00 P.M. – Session Meeting
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Tuesday, April 26
6:30 P.M. – Bell Choir Practice

Thursday, April 28
No Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday, May 1
7:30 A.M. – Men’s Group
8:30 A.M. – Early Contemporary Worship
9:45 A.M. – Sunday School
11:00 A.M. – Worship Service
CE Meeting after Service
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